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Back in Fan Club 


What We've Done for You Lately 





»> It seems like 2 long time aga thar we stared Palza Publishing and took aver the 


Official Star Wars Fan Club, but it's been only one year—aned what a wondenul year it's been. 
As with most anniversaries, hve decided to take alook back at what the past year has brought 
for Stor Were Fan Club members and to take a look at the coming year, 

When July 1 amrlved last year, the dasigfer siafl found itsel! in mew offices and working fora 
re Company. but our dedication to Star Word and its fare wad unchanged, In our first meet: 
ings, It became clear that we all wanted to make the Fan Club more tham just a magazine. One 
of the first ideas we Implemented was adding Sontha Tracks to subscriber copies of sasldey, 
Banthe Tracks focuses on you, the Star Wars fan. Mary Franklin, farmer coordinator foe 
Celebration |, tock over the neigqns as editor of Pantha Tracks, and we delivered the first four 
ewes on the flip side of issues 64, 45, 67, and now this issue. 

The Fan Oub membership kit made a retum with a wonderful package including an Episode 
I mini-standes. a Banthea Tracks patch, three posteards, some coal stickers, and betes from 
George Lucas and your humite Fan Club president, We alsa brought you exclusive menhan- 
ise with the official IMAM onesheet pester and banner, and an original Anock of the Cieries art 
paint from Jenry Yender Selt. 

Fan Glub benefits weren't limited tea the magazine and merchandise but included special 
events af wall. In earty June, we hosted the first Fan Chui Erqakfast at Walt Cisne World's Stor 
Wors Weekends where Peter Mayhew (Chevhacca) and Jereeny Bulloch (Boba Fett) regaled Fan 
Club menniteers with tales of their times making the ariginal rilogy, while Stews Sansweet ard 
yours truly talked collecting, and Paul Palmer fram Haske gave fans a snoak peek at what was 
coming later in 2003, Throw In an exchusive autographed phor of Jererny and Peter, and a gift 
bag of Sor Wars goodies, and we had a wonderful time! 

Hoy can we bop a year like that? For starters, we're thrilled bo present our list exclighee 
Hasbro action figure. Thes special silver Baba Fett will be avaiable through the Far Clit at oor 
ventions throughout the surmrirer of 27003, Wie will sell these figures at our booths at San Pega 
Comic-Con, Gen Con indianapolis, and Wizard Weld Chicago. After the coneriiion season, They 
will bit our website for aale to For Club members only. We also plan to have more events Eke the 
Gisney breakfast where you can meet your favarke star face to face. Stay tuned to fasiger arid 
sarwars.palzo.com for more infe. And of course, we will cantinue to put out Banta Tracks {oar 
times per year. In addition, there will be a 2004 membership kit full of neat items thet you can't 
get aryahere elec, and we will continue te create unaque and interesting tems for you to bury. 

May the Foree be with you! 





Lisa Stevens 


Present, The Official Star lars Fan Clb 
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Death Star Dilemma 

First off | hawe ta say that | arm astonished 
bry lise GE. Ip wins Weitheiit a doubt the qreat- 
ost Ising | hay geen, All of the artiches 


wen lnbenesting ated fulfilling, and earch ome 


G. Henvever, | did note 4 derepancy 
ctwoek for the opening page. 
References, incbuding the insider article itself, 

Zhow that Grand Admiral Zaarin staged his 
plot te kill Palpatine shortly after the death of 
izor—orter the destruction of the first 
Qeath Star. As Thraan was. promoted to Grand 


Prince 


Admiral in Zaarin’s place, it is assumed that 
Thrawn did mot attain the rank of Grand Admiral 
unéil after the Battle 
of Yavinw fet, in the 
artwork far the open 
ing page, Thrawn is 
facing Darth Wacker, 
who Is holding the 
plans for the Dearth 
Star, Thravwn be in 
Grand Admiral attire. 
It’s possible thaq 
the hologram ts cf 
5 could you get me 
straight hearer |i this a mnistale iby (reider or a 
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3 Old Heroes Never Die... 


Since | incredibly eve your magazine, | feel 
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B29 whic was ueider the 
ROT) gets 4 bad rap.” if stated “Ma Herd 
Deeks.” Alo herd deaths?! Yoda dying doesnt 
COuUnE 468 hero dying? Bebeveen his, Gui- 
Gon's, and Jango Fett's sudden demises, I've 
jpent about $20 dollars a week in psychiatric 
co-payments! 4nd if Padme goes in Episode 
IL, pust get the straightjacket! 
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The script is complete, another draft is underway, and Anakin 


It’s relentless now. 
It’s from about 5:00 
a.m. until about 
10:00 p.m. 


—Producer Rick McCallum 


W e knew Rick McCallum was a busy guy, but we'd meyer had 
such trauble tracking him down as 


This installment of 

Prequel Update. Aftera couple of weeks fing him while he was 
in meetings, an the sot, or on the phore with Gecege Lic far Wiors 
Insider fimally Caughey hirn an May 20 ina neament of relative cab 

That's relative calm, min 
“it's rebenthess mow,” says McCal ‘ his daily routine. “it's fram 
sbourt $00 am. until about 140 
go to bed by 11220, and it al 
week mow.” 

The major neve this tine is that George Lucas tumed over a 102: 
page scripé in early May, The script waa 4 major milestone,” McCallum 
Says. WOE That, here would have been no milestone at all 


there'd be no movie! So thaq was a big. big event, and mow we're 


Rumor Shooting Gallery 


By mow yoo know bee crdlh Wie sho ior Ba oii ; “Whar 


hon bo 


Ficanthy 
longerthan the previous buro movies. 
“Ale, net true, 1 probably be the shortest. Who knows, 
theegh, what'll happenin the next elghtecn months? 
We're planning for it to be the shortest.“ 
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Maw that hai’s o few pears older, wil Arakin Skywalker 
have o beard ike Obi-Wan Kerstd ond Qui-Gon Ann? 


Willa learn fodats homewerld of apatine i Eptecede Ul? 


Al wer ee ery doubles bladed faphicabers or Jodi fighting 
agith barn lightbuabaere ins Epsiicecte 1117 


WH we see Temers Morrison asa clone trooper in 


Epizeda NT 





icrambling bo get everything dene in kine. 

Even though he expects major changes i 
the next drak—on which George Lucas is 
already hard at work—hicCallum offered a 
fev !ory general hints about the story. While 
the relationship betes Padmé and Anakin 
remains part of the story, he says, “H's not 
really Ging in That direction. It's really more 
about the break-down of Anakin's frlendship 
ath Gbi-iWan and his davermard spiral, hls 
fall from grace.” 

The major characters of Episode Ill have 
already appeared in Atteck of the Clones, But 
a recent casting call in Sydney, Australia, 
gave even some Stor Wars fans a glimmer af 
hope that they might find a eay into the 
aga in a snail part, Being a fan might seem 
to be an adyvantage—or 2 disadvangagqe— 
but McCallum #0plaing the truth of fhe mat 
ter. “The Australian cashing direcnar, 
Christine King. is really after serious actors, 
ho says. “Being a fan doesn't really make @ 
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is buffing up for some serious smackdown by D 


difference. it has ta do with whether you're 
a competent actor.” 

Since this is Geely to be by far the moat 
tragic of the Star Wars mowies, Episode Ill will 
havea unique look. “it's more of a color thing 
as the filrn progresses.” says McCallum. 
“Obviously, he $215 get darker ane darker, t's 
tke a Rothko painting.” (ee sidebar 

Stunt Coordinator Mick Gillard hag ance 
again begun scouting the local fight clubs im 
Australia for new talent. “There's some great 
pecple whe we're weerking with,” say 
MeCallun Qnoe talent he and Gillard can 
Bounmtoan i¢ Kayden Christensen, whe arrived 
in Sydney in @arhy May, Despete Chiristorismn’s 


Paint it Black 


Chitethaen bticepen, 


lion of hits aut 


earlier experience in Adnack of the Chores, 
Gillard has already given him @ geueling 
schedule to prepare for Epeode Ill. “He gets 
up at about $409 aon.” reports WicCallum, 
"and he's here at the studio at 6:00 a.m, and 
he weeks out until 1200 p.m, then he does 
his fight choreography until 400 pon.. and 

























them be works out urvbil G00 pum... and then 
he goes home and sleeps.” 

With all chat practice, you can seo why Dbl 
Wan Kenobi could have trouble facing his for: 
mer Padsevan. In the real vert, even the 
Usually deuntiess Ewan MeGregor might think 
mwice before facing a fencing partner with the 
advantage of an extra month's training. 
MoGregar was scheduled ta anive in Sydney 
around fume 10, as was Matalle Portman. 


Until then, Mocallum eapects his team to 


continue catching up am sets, costumes, and 
SCuNE Tralning. Ae promises far more news the 
nee tee wee call, sire care of the actors 
will have arrived. Finally, we ass Ale there 
are any other mikeihones to eapect betwen 
now and then. 

“Yeah.” be laughs, “Another soph” i 
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digitally restored and remastered DVD calles among the tap 10 tithes nest 





tion. Que in Havember, the foi at requested by CVO consumers, 
includes intend Jones a af The bonus fourth disc promises 
ct ara, ka ef Tip of new documentaries on the making of the films, 
Soom, and Indiana Annes dred phe £ featuring now interviews with the cast and 
AQ) thine ire: tit t crew, including 5 berg. Harrigan Ford, 
Winer athed why this OVO 
fon and Pull-sorsen vweranes. There is 71660 long in camming, Lucasfilm Vice 
ested retail pree, but the collectianis == Preskhent of Marketing Jim Ward explained that 
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From the World of Lucasfilm 


FWS69 


by Dave Gross, Vic Wertz & Mary Franklin 


Spielberg and Lucas had only naw found a 
pocket of tine” bo devote The bind of percnal 


attention that the progect deserves, 

Furnher details on the bomus features vere 
stillunder deweloprmeent at press time, but 
Ward hints at great treasures. “Wie went on 
our din Indiana Jones archecbagical tig in 
the Lucadfilm Archives,” be sak, “and were 
amazed by what ee foured, I's truly an 
embarrassment of riches, ard we're cunrertiy 
sorting aut the maternal bo configure the disc” 

“We bnew we had to deliver the goods 

ady fans wanted with a quality beyond amy- 
Thing they expected,” sald Ward. “in addision 
to the lve then 
fon eplons every facet af how the films 


elves, of course, this collec- 





were made—trocn suns to visual eects to 
the music and sound. We take viewers 
around the world to explore the histery 
behind the Indiana Jones legends” 

In addition ta culling material from exeting 
decurmentaries, OVO producer Laurent 
Bourerean “wil be doing alot of ground-up 
original sbulf for us," said Ward, ut that'll bee 
onty part of what's on the dc.” Bourereau is a 
veterdn of going behind the scenes on Lucas 
and Spielberg films such as Aimericon Gratiie), 
Java, and Close Encouwnabes of the Tivd find, Even 
more exciting to many fans is the prospect of 
new interviews with Lucas, Splelberg, and Ford 

After Paraenount cohor-timed the indiana 
Jone films, They erent to Lowry Digital lneeees 










for digital restoration. “) had no adea it ooukd 
look that great,” says Ward. “We're used fo 
lociding at OWOs. of the latest Stor Pers films, 
burt these filore ane from the ‘BOs. | was blown 
away by the clarity and the crispness and the 
color, and the soued is Faevtastic, Forget the 
Bonus disc and even hing ele: is veceth phe 
Price just ta get these [meowses] in this fornia.” 
Lowry Digital images has recenth restored 
such classic films.as Saow Fite ond the Severs 


Owens and Sunset Boulevard. For more infor- 


ration about the adventures of Indiana Jones, 


check oul www indianajanes.com, 4! 


Launched in Howember 1946 in 


—_ anticipation of the theatrical nicase 


ma of the classic trikigy Special Eclaions, 

starwars.com has featured exclusive 

conerge of the prequels as edi ad The 
latest mews on boyd, coenics, books, ad 
fan activities. With the site's daily updates 
and many exclusive features, Ens describes 
slarwars.com 25 “a 365-day-a-year enbertain- 
Ahent Gestinathen. 

One advantage of subscribing will be that 
members can enjoy fre site complapely acd- 
free, but the moet emciting feature af 
Hyperspace is the new coverage of Epitode i 
production Content Geveloger Pablo 
Hidalgea (author of insider's Shar Wars Qaoh 
and Republic Holone? Kes columns) is now 
in Svdrey, Australia, "to be the eyes and ears 
Of the fans.” Along with his “Ser Tar and a 
live webcam, Hidalgo vill arrange live online 
chats with Producer Fick MeCalluent are! other 
crewmembers. 


Offi Cla | Star Wars Another exoting exclusive far Hyperspace 


Website Enters 
Hyperspace 


On June 10, after a five day sneak pre- 
view, The official Ste Wars website unveiled 
hrwaernom Hyperipace, a mernibers-onmy 
subecriploan serice designed in meapande te 
waves of fan feedback. In the wands of Paul 
Ene, Director of Luces Online, staraars.com 
has become “a full-fledged entertainment 
site unlike thar of ang other move property" 


is the Jedi Assault on the Grok Conirel Ship" 
soeme deleted fram Episode ff, in its. original 
rouigh-cut fanmas. This autumn, subscribers. 
will ae enjoy exclusive content fram the 
Cartoon Metwrork Clone Ware animated shorts. 
Also, Hyperspace will offer subscribers 
acorns to rane classhe trilogy discovenes from 
the Lucastim Archives, Tha oxmsiing Carga Bay 
colecnors database will mow ineclucle cuts 
Lamization and personalizarion features for 
members, who can algo seqn up fora Star Mors 
email address, a new emal neersbetter, and 
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more Alter production wraps on Episode 
I, Hyperspace will continue to 2range 
coline chats with Stor Wfors celebetties, 
Ens is sensitive to fans’ resastance bo pay 


ing for online services. “The traclitiq mal 
starwars.com site ls sill free—anel will 
ahways be free,” he says, “Wr sill has neers 
storias, photos, the Databank, message 
boards and behind-theicenes videos—and 
even mane with the neve Episode @ section. 
And we are folding the Starwarskids.com site 
AGG he main ate with & mew design. IF amy- 
hing, #arwerscom is even better than it 
wad jut 4 few months ago" 

“Hyperspace gives Star Wars fans owen 
mare and takes them beyond any Star vies 
internet experience they've ever had,” Ens 
promises. “rite lonew we had ta provide some 
thing special Pwe were going to ask our aviel 
fans to pay catra. But starwars.corm 


Readers. of the official whats fer 
CHRISTOPHER LEE (chrtepher: 
Heit come) de an inewting cumor, 
aed helt lhe wabsavters neither con- 
fiitetd fale denied their post the neue 
wal Sore dered chide deren 
Use spines of many a horer 
fil orthosiawt. Appererrtiy, 
Me Lane (Count Dooku) hes 
been saequessbered in the sth 
of France working on a “bop 
gecret” firieith “bop eecens 
cowie, oe of ahem in cepa bo 
be playing a characte reamed Ven 
Helsiray. Carn yas pak beep aired tue 
together! We Ehought 0, ared although 
this Is, insdped, fires-class mio I 


flan of Stee hinse] GOshers in the nn- 
ning $n ster an Soperman ceparhedthy 
were Brencion Fraser: Poul Waller, and 
Adertthaeee Einrmuer, 

SAMUEL L. JACK SOM (Mace 





Ache Agenbs of Yelena. AAS will 
begin produetion in mtmad-2004 with a 
Propoched rteadte date of summer 
2005. Rob Cohn [XX 

Gregan haart] will direct 


Hyperspace adds more than @mclusive con- 
Lent fo lhe mis—with the e-mail service and 
Databank customization, it's a way ta make 
stararars.com into something as unkque as 
yi are.” 

Aeae's subscription to Hyperspace costs 
$19.95 US. and a combo deal including a 
years suscription to Star Wars freeeder is awail- 
able for $29.95, Wht 


Return of the 
Wookiee 


Peter Mayhew will reprise his role as 
Chewtacca in Srar Wars: Eoitede IL Sirce 
Han Soles koyal co-pilot is 200 years old in A 
Mew Hore fans haw long hoped for a cameo 
fram a dighaly younger incarnation of their 
lavecite Wookiee, 


Wired) Wall reperioe his oda 
aS er Ms. 
Gishiores. in AO the 
sequel to 2003's Hoek: 
busbar files WOR Co-stiar- 
fing. of comes, will bee Vin 
Dts! oa More Cage aod 


ew York City 


get to Sesame Sineei? 





Prope in fachds Gutskile pouty” The 
Peter itech wachiresss Bay Many 
Sovnep, Lawie Arde sa, Gare 
Pineron, Carolin Kearny, and mary 
Otten talented irefinmuiahe lle. Portrraan 
DOE fee! Danii G2 reaedireepa oof “ecereae= 
solemn i hire Perit Crereeled, olaethy 
Reyer,” bey ua commange, “Firwt Fig” 
and “Second Fig” by Edna Sk Vincert 
Millay and “The Love Songof | Alfred 
Prufreck,” by TS. Eliot. The reacting 
tock place April | wt the Julllised 
Theater at Lincoln Certer in 


Can you bell Padre hou to 


Bilipoard aenonced 5 kst of 





Star Wiars Insider caught up with Mayhew ce 
April 25, shortly after his role was announced 
On stan rs.com, The 73" actor had arrived at 
Chiller, a hoerar and science-fiction convention 
in East Finhesford, Mew Jersey, | ann very 
qxcied” he sald about the annauncenterit H's 
wonderful news, and having bo just been it 
Secret] fet a week—l could do that hee been 
Theawgh the original movie secrets and sbulf 
like this, so it doen't worry me" 

Mayhew did mot yet know when he would 
anive i Sydney, Ausbralia to start work at Fox 
Studied. VT think there's going to be costume 
fittings asavell” he said, “20 I'm net quite cer 
tain of the travel cates.” Likewise, the man 
beneath the famous pelt had no idea what ta 
expect once be joined the cast and one of 
Episode ili. “lim just galmg down there to see 
whet the situathon ls and react to it as Chewie 
can or as ican” 





evant io Mew York Oty entithed “View 
Buster A, Tribube bo the Peel Mami 
Bing.” Smita co-hosted the program 
with Puerto Riran accress Piceeeyn 
Sanchez. The event tank place on 
April 2, 2 day afer Poarte would 
hawe Senedd Bh, Cther celebetiies wien 
boro: pars in Stee eet inchuckd Froste 
Perez, Cela Cruz, Gowan Hidalgs, 
Tite Puanta, Jr. aed Oucco Poha, ites 
conducted the cnchiesna 

Boba Fatt Feasts fora 
Good Cana—JEREMY 
BULLOCH (Bobs Fur) 
lent bis colabeiny to char 
ig of Apel 1 whe the 
Belgian Shar Aare fan 








so pery that we had bo chase iaith Ajped ure. Martional Pinetry bcrrth, opebrithes scheduled bo ampere dub hodted acinner in 
eu. Mitel emap yc pecrhed aes be tae fea! all arco the ocmriny On Deseret Stripes Ata: p lo tania money to combat the 
emlkchthy of thes qocsp. bet ust all wee feeeple were chocaing Hae aUth season of chideen’s prer digi mecviceiose, oF 
—eeaing Chrhopher Lad Dracula finde’ bw braved bey een greening. 2nd one cd eee €yibe fibeosm. Bulloch and 
ayer Wacky ee toy eee, at Gdiparting in portry read- os. mores other thar Hatake is wile, areen, 
Tira bs, Fe ucasbcin’s beta, Sener Gite wie ingps ama! wwercbe that Porhrear! Fortean wide achad- @thenced the cinear, smal 
juest ely caprealeacs. Sipotlighted the slang of Kha Uled be Bppetay on the dhe said aurtogesphed photos 

The Intervet Movie Daaboee serithen weal, Chee such dhuvifg Ue fire! week of tees in cenerabe additions 
Ciredvonee) hae a itea rearing onchaeleet, Ras. Sf whch lavréhed Apel 7 Other funda for the charity event. 
qossip mellol te wr HATALIE BOAT eres whe wsaee crepe Ob-Wan's warbling agai. 
AUT eat Comte Liar [Senator Padded Aridala) took 9 ptedteop during launch EWAN MOCGRIGOA (Ob-lvan 
confirm race deeburia hia patinanevent coondinated is, usnek inelueled Firet Lacks Kenobi] and Renée Zoluager 
Gabi, Gul & aad Goo gece thee Academy of Areata Lara Evreh, Cir Saaeye, (Bdget Awpes’s Giang, 
to piri pp —HAYOEN Poets. tn beck off the month~ anal Waryras Brncly- Chécagal. stars of the fle 
OHRISTEMSEN [Anakin Lory otebetion. "Powiny 5 The JAY SITS [Serato Gomen Hic Loi orb plaariag 





Shyuialies } ua rucored to be in the 
honnineg bo tebe ope where Chiistopher 
Pleerve beelt off in Hee the ends eg Bee 
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Wes INSIDER 


Cregtiens Mind” wore dersagraed bey the 
funy bo SPates bathe Boe y a Testi 
chet oneative aed indbecial [rsa of 


Bail Organs) helped com- 





memorabe the lithe and tines of the 
Jace legend Tito Pusnte af a concect 


50 nse 0 et sigh, hc 
WED Eee the Cane 8 hee Tiler. 2 Ee 
Pos re aryythiirey like Chay ee in 






















Myptratap ley bee Coarinnny 


While he had yet to meet the fane at 
Chiller since the annguncement fdlayhew 
expected 4 wan reception, based an he 
delighted reactions anline—as well a3 from 
his: fellows Star Fars actors. “| got a phone call 


from Kenny [Baker] lest night,” 


“Congratulations, see you in Episode ili"— 


hich was very, very mice.” 


The invitation to Sydneywas.a mice coineci- 
dence, since Mayhew already had plans for 
scuthem henisphere trawel this summers. “It's 
going to bea very interesting year, because 
we've got other conventions coming up in 
Australia and Mew tealnd, so it's going to be 
4 very busy year Down Linder with The mice 
gaing on and 4 couple of beg corventions.” 

Mayhew i. calm about vhe challenge of par 
baying 6 younger version of.a characher he 
established more than twenty-five years age. “i 


shouldn't make any difference. Tou know, once 


Chal Maukln Rice parted 
Lure ue La Bory Lin! 
be great. 

Inter Gow Mite Loree 
news, BRAD HANSON 
(Myr Dorcs, Pogue 
Squachoay, Star Wars Gaccer maga 
zie) contacted Ste Mag insicler 

to let oe eee that Fa 
Cones wath the 
Star Wars universe in 
expanding—net only 
fine Wiig Ege been 
bumertalzed 35. Star 
rave EL characte, 
bon he’s recently wate in Pouwn 
Gch Lose eeith Obi-Wan hari? 
Hasaen fete ts, I play tohniny 
Tranter, 2 fed -Feothed! quaber- 
back wh a Galng Sara Pauker's 
characbar.” 

Back bo Buran, foe a ren 
He Adfeocata reenact Ua 
McGregor oil be lending hes voce 
ba an upooming 207% Centuny Fam 
film called Robots. The fim i 
abovt an entire pleret of reboots 
and how “coal andl territying Bhat 
can bee” Other actors lending bhsir 
vous bo the animated feature 
inghate tel Birecks, Helle Berry, 
Glacnes Aiest, Jin Erosdbert, and 
Grew Carey 

HARRSSON FOAD [ran Sin} 
uss recently honored in Wlench at 9 


he aid. 








gala evening held by 
the Natural Resources 
Detense Onencil in 
Min fork Ging for hs 
ellorta bo peobect the 
anya crural 
Ford, he ha ais Parl 
many of the organizes 
projects, most rroembly oited 
Thr Eampagn to wicp a dam 
that im being built im Belice, 
where Ford aorkedd awhile 
fitting The dosaahs Coast. The 
lam, (F oomgieted, threstene ee 
ew native endangered ppecien 

Ford sla celehewied the 
Cechennil of Poured Flight 
instyle—he wie also elated 
bo Sen An a Ter of cee 
FRciaté wt thie Mavtireal 
Avunon Kall of Fane eos 
"Pioneers of Flight 
Homecoming” on Juby 1S 21 the 
Dasynon Comeaniog Derter in 
Daron, Chen. As Master of 
Caremonms, Ford soloed ther 1a 
rant trad Wcatein leo are 
enwhricad in fhe Hall of artes, 
inchding Neil Amatreng and Jahn 
Glenn. The event served aa Che 
dines tow [eday “lneenties Fgh" 
eepo thet celebrated the advance: 
ment of eeindion over the past or 
hun peer 

Arancw_com recently cecorted 


a Wookioe, avays a Wook. When you puta 
cospume on, howewer long youwe been out of 
i, thik you'll always get back te that charac: 
ter, Just like riding a bike: once you've learned, 
you can do it for the rest of your life,” ll 








NEW FROM ASPECT 


THE MIND-BLOWING 
SAGA OF SEVEN SUNS 
TRILOGY CONTINUES 


From ew font Ties bestselling 
auther Kevin J. Anderson 


OTR a CL a 


KEVIN J ANDERSON 


Man has ipnited a an interstellar war 

af epic proportions. Will it break 
on GLIVER FORD DAVIES [Sic apart the galaxy? 
Oibble) mosk recert project for 


AVAILABLE IN HARDCOVER 


a a py i i yy a a 


READ THE FIRST IN THE SERIES— 
NOW IN PAPERBACK! 


AOSA TOEAP Summer Book Pick 


Briteh televeion, The program, 
emitted Spanking Cyecite, ban 
Updabed telling ot oni of Agents 
Onrieae's mysier- 
hes. Divetiss plays 
org healt oF a mez 
diraged couple 
illest pce 
limes” ane actually a 
eon! for thai eokas 





a8 detret saree aE. 

Fred fer arayentrds uecerecha aay 
what scream ber ORLA THAN 
HALES (Arneck of 
the Clanwa) hice 
heen ue Bs 
Revtecs reporbed 
that he haa been 
hired by Columbia 


Portures to cewive 


“Sizzles with a fast-moving plot... 
Nat to be missed.” 
— Publishers Weebly 
tstumed review) 


the Marve com The Gargoyle 
for The srneen, Plgles, whe alo 
worked on avers! of The Foon 
fagien Jones Chepicies 
Gpepceies ond the feahore tin Tne 
Srormnion Aig. sak thea Pes 
Gargoyte script has “veny brite 
Corbet bors with the Cceribe ered 's: 
oraginal stenyline.~ ib 


“An intelligently conceived and 
executed nail-biter.” 
— Haast 


Read Excerpts Online at www twboolomark.com 


= WHERE IMAGINATION 
—= KHOWS NO BOUNDS 


| Time iamer Book G up Company 





branching paths in flight combat and grouned- 
based character and vehick: combat. Gre such 


Star Vers Titles mission allows plan y fy ower the forests of 


Yavin 4, land to battle imperial stormiroopers 
Announced d C E3 on the ground, and then take to the : 
Af the Elecrenic Entertairireesit E held im nore to fae TIE fighters. 
L reeled his past May, LucasArts Player can piled the el 
announced beer mey video games. WiMennium Falcon as well as the 
First is the return of thelr critical an = sicevspeeder, am Iniperial spe 


an AT-5T, Playable char 


elite K-wi E 
he features movietike visuals, Merced fekis. 
drawing players into the classic 5 In addition to a cocperative multiplayer including extra missions and bonus vehickes 


cng WICK 3 iritash ine mode, Rebel Str ig PO uronce., and locators. 


































Star Wars at 
Creation Convention 


by Charlia Vall 





heauithal three Gays in Haewchena, al ones Malar 


20-00, The convention highlighted seversd coher 





oy a cere rece tha iene 
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bot, Thor awe Star ears pawl where the Fane coud ack quierstiors cf the 


quests reqercdng Beer tlm eens. Sahoo beh the mainte eyes 





with Prowse, Mayhew, Bz 





wan decoried by an hone! quand” constting of Darth Woder flanked by Jarnge 


Ingertal ofacers, Bhatt 





Vader, Jamey Pe 


varwety of ale. 





fhe Mos [icky c 





folate 10M URRER LEFT] Paster Pgh, Aen 
Quen, Jeremy and Wlewreen Ehulioch, Qewid Preuss are 
Darth Vader Kerrey ond Valarke Bate, and Mercedes Migoh 
Phat by Chaarlie Wall 
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Millennium Falcon 
First in Die-Cast Series 


olfer, 


SUALLOMieS net charmars oF bey coll 


mer 704 release, Republic 
Ol alter rs the pointect 
Special Opergtions 

hind enemy Gees fora brutal and 
combat eeperience. ‘abl 


Got a Hot Lead? 
Seared iL Lo sree EEO ceeni, ace! che 


“Star Mare Ta” bn ha auspice: bara. 


Thos crererbe, hos hee 


1 Cotiect bles online prt 


Collectibles 
Sucre th Foca 
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Bells & Whistles 


Full-Bandwidth Uncompressed Ungrtal Qutput: 


ria se fork Bhak bee 


10-bit 44:4 RGB: 


FAL] rresvares &t 


we stored 
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Code 3 on 


let. 
etree [hetine meen 
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Ho COTE 


eel iri 
eleato 
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wt the Red, Green, and Flues 
onarabeiy UL ia ratin ielicg ust 
ion Comper 


cEqareettis of ee 


wt each ot 
eee wong the ere aon 


LS She sou of infomation that 9 awed th 
int 


that thennstically con differentiate among over a 


Rene oodoers, 


fandire Liat Wiad Coster a 


Capture 2 [rastatd dee 


ome in Tee 
ak trad tect 


CineAlta: 


SLiaTe 


HOCAM SR 
Sony 3. rena de th 


NGU S o ne 
High-Definition 
Cameras for 
Episode III 


4uming himself for his finad chapter of Stor 


Mars, Gearge Lucas has selected his weapon: 
Angw high-definition camera and high-data- 


for 6 translation ee Sidebar for detaeds), What it 


Treen is that the cameras: used for the final 


y Laer 


The HOC-FS50 


anit Hs practically an avtremech doe. 


© Shiden Kecorders Hot caphire the distal 


onde again Lue 
digital image recording when shooting begins 
in late June at Fox Studios Australia. 


“Cay 
BT 


YT Mies: Episode Ill will break new 
graund with the help of this mew 
MW SP recoed- 


ing.” sald Stor Mars producer Rick ficCallum 


24P CineAtta camera and HD 


"Sony continues to help us push the frontiers 
n picture production, We first 


of digeal r 
for 244 AG 


rerording in 
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a S$ the animated Shar Mars: Chane 


Were 9g4 Iptads toward its highly anticipated 
Mavernber debut, the folks af Carboon Metwork 
are shifting inte overdiive to insure a quality 
production like no oaher—a challenging 
proposition, considering that the crew behind 
the project has already raised the bar for ani- 


mated series with its previous euling, Sanur 


Jen. AS $6ries creator Genndy Tartakovsky points out, howewer, the pro- Begun These Chane Wars Have 

; ; ' ms , Th ectal Eprocke [| teetted fae’ appetites for 
eheetion is arned with its eer cam artistic Diath Star; Paul Pasdish =e = “s i a “ he a 7 

As co-art director on Clone Wers, Rudish oversees the design of all the trem Cartoon ebook wall satiny that craving 





semes Chanecters, both mew and returning, While this job might seer [ABOVE] Anakin Slogualker wed the leci-ied 


4nrmy of the Repel 


daunting for same, ta Rudish—a self-peoclainved super-fan of the space- 
fantasy saga—it's more tke a dream come true. Tartakovsky suggests it 


was all fated: “Paul was bom to do this.” 
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Art Director 


Paul Rudish 


onthe |. 


(Glen -N Ee a 


Animated Shorts | 4% 








chosen 
Cre 


zz 


err et Eric Moro. c. 





Character Develomment 


Like my Father 
Sefore Me 


Faised on 2 farm in Raymore, Missouri, Rudish fell in Wilh art aan 


barks ebooks and 
Pee-Chee folders, the 
the Master. Tehy dad was a 


was pretty neat and, of course, that. 


cl ring artist 
Rudish. “That 
helohul being 2 young, 


rtist for Ha 
wanna armist, | had ny ca [ein al coach. Growing up around 
thar studio onviraninen Bally inspiring. just knowing that 
there ane pret Ut there. There was newer any 
question of, ‘Oh, that's nice that you can draw. Aut what 


are POU really qoing to de for a j twas mare like, 
“Yeah, if you're good 
enough, pau oa 

And sol lad pale 

ing and 


RIPE ITS ot 


Beas ot Ghar gee of, Pel Poi 
dlerady had hee on eae Shar 
Warw qalacog Lasko Sho puomdicer grec 
Loria Olgas from thee youn] 


aaron euethcheoee 


lal be hldyy 


of 4 career in art 

t after high schoo 
to hone his talents, seuri and into an edu- 
cation lin 


d static i ali ik it’s lots of 


lifarnia, whee derstand that his destiny lay 
oe illustratian 
noe | started 


for colleges, | went to various schools, and ly 


hat point iF] wanted ta get inte ilustratian 2 


the Cal Arts animation depanment ve 
others 13, it seemed like a more camfartable envir 
on-campus, you could live there, and peaple ran ar 
That paint, the animation schoal se moore fun, | kine the indus- 


try was out there and it was ale mech: Fat heaked lie it 


wauld be really fun to get iinmbe, so | the fer in 
The mast difficult aipect of a grad- 


uation finding work ln said par far Rudish tif you 
entered the field just asa 


Tunique niche began moving up 














“Star Wars in is yy was a 
Very inspiring, Pinnacle 
moment For me.” 


early on—right when they were Starting their shorts 
iepartment. That was hike in 92, and then l've ectu- 
ally been with Cartoon Metyerkever since, doing sta- 


rboard, direction, and design for Powerpai? cits, 









Dewters Labormery and Samurai Jack.” That and numerous repeat viewings of the film. © 


= wages caw tt seven times iin Chet Theater” $493 Audish with a 
Ficst Step into chuckle, “And then reaching all the backs of the Stor Mars 
2a lar ger toric cards for litth: factuals and things, lining them all up ane 


Reading through the argist's biography suggests thet a career in the trying to draw ihe draids and everything. | was drawing lets 





arts was predestined. Nevertheless, Aidish is quick bo poimt aut a of litt space battles with Luke and Lela om rere adventines 
defining moment early in bis youth that paved the way for a future iin 














the profession, Vl wad devenin 1979, and my dad said, Hey, seme of 
The Qiys al work are talking about this Star Was move. Do you wart 
to go check fut?" says Rudish. “fund i vas like, Hiren, | like cowboys 
and knights, but maybe | could go seq.a space movie, Yeah, lets go bry 
itaut! Le and behold, the mowke was filled with cowboys and knights 
and wizards and shiny mechanical friends ard saceships, and it was 
everything that | didn't know that | needed or wanted—but it was ail 
that inom glant package. Star Por in 17 was a very inspiring. pin 
nacle moment for ne. That mally woke me up and said, “Anything you 
can Imagine can be made and presented to people” 
Deagurieg the ancillary mertesials like Star Was 
eof 


reinforced his determination to purse animation 





<3, Cards. and the various art-of books only 





Caricature Study 
Rudish caphores theseery dignity of Jedi Faber 


Qhol-hen Jinn with onky a few fines. Saaetehare like thin 
one Genome char soyglinnd figures fer animation, lie 


the clone trocgenr sen hae With fell deccert qear, 


Motionless Capture 
Been wihthoot thé bee fit of atimabon, the ehuckes of 2 
funni steed oF a bleadoming exclosion (FOP, RIGHT! 


alrady ggpgest & togh-energy sho 





San WaAAS IMSIOEA 1? 











Forces of the Republic 


Mot onl Suigetia fo roads but alo mechs better drasicl 





Chora Deemer Ss nt: Ost beck bore of the Fe 


Heres he Ob ian Kersh (HELOW gait a Chance tc peeve 


wy theyre colied jek nights 


pubke Army 


‘uld get all excited, (Oh, Fm 


This stan And then | would do 
ied, and at dome back bo ik. So after fl savy] 


preety touch all | dire was Stor Mears” 


Whale every fan can think back to his or her own favorite aspect of 


the filrn, the artist's perspective is unique. In hearing Rudish ai 


] 





the visuals of the orginal trilogy, it's obvious he saw things the aver- 
age viewer might hawe misued. “There's the contrast between the 
organic and the mechanical,” he says, "Generally, your heroes ane 
warm and som versus the villain, whacare cold and hard. There's that 
great image of the brown robe standing im front of all the white 


armor—that kind of juxtaposition. [Even] the thinking of the Jedi is 


weny organic and more spiritual, and the bad guys are more mechani- 
cal and cookde cutter. But then to go back to the old k 

bers thing. that really ae : 

OUTET-§ face superfine, a6 dimy ard crusty ane felt mare like a 
real work! anid had evendhing mined in there. lt had Old West frontier 
towne with seedy bars and chivalraus knights and crazy wizands amd 
vahite plastic Nazis marching around telling you what mot to do," 





“A lot of the things in 
star Wars designed for lve 
action are so detaited that for 
animation it’s pust not practical.-- 


Friends 
at the Academ 


fudieh never imagined that, meaty fventy-six years later, he waukd be 
working within the wer mythology fe lowed so much as a chile While 
his talent was.a prerequisite to acquiring the job, his is another tale of 
a talented person being in the right 
Place at the right thme==with another 
talented perman. “| met Genny at 
school, and then we warked together in 
the early days of Cartoon Metwark.” 

say Rudich. "We've always worked wall 
tagether and have been doing so for 
the past ten years, The Stor hares thine 
just Bird of snuck in, Some of the folks. 
around bere always Brew thal we were 





Sra Wars fan, and when Quucesfile was 
loaking for 4 Aeene for the project], 
| quess they came to Cartoon Network. 





When they drooped that info. the [met- 
wok was] file. (Oth, yeah? We've get 
guys for you if you want a Srar Wars car 
toon.” Soit just kind of drapped on our 
laps and we were like, Holy cats, yeah! 
In being respansibhe for the look of 
every character inthe series, Rudish's 
monat diffioult challenge is that of trarig- 
lating live-action and phow-realistic 
COMputer-generated actors imi car- 
Tenor Linehan With Fis Green Manip. 
‘There's been a loot playing back and forth trying bo decide how 
much caricature and how cartoony 10 push things wervus how real or 


moet of & comic book kind of Alawar to edd to ik” sas Rudish. “] think 
we found 2 place right in the middle We did 3 bot of drawings that 





were peal cartoon and mare pushed and mare like Samaral Jack — 
more simolified and broader shapes and things. But Wane need that 
back a little: bit in trying ta keep more realistically peopartioned 
humans, Because itis based on live action, we doen't want Do Get tee 
crazy.” 

Of course, that's easier said then done when dealing wih some of 
the saga's mare compiles characters, “A hot ol chee ebay’ in Spar Mare 
deshgned fos live action are so detailed that for animation it's just reat 
Practical,” adits Rudich, “ho there's been a lon af fuse lying to look at 
the live-action reterence and [fequre cut] how can | pare that down and 
Walhat Kiel of chetailé | can geet rid of but stil keep the silhouette of a 

















battle droid? lt stall looks like a battle droid, 
but | can’t draw all the nuts and bolts and pane 
and plates and tubes, so you just try to get nid of 
heoethirds of tt and try to keep one-third of the 

important detads that will still ghee you that basic lenk.- 


Ironically, advances in scHfi imagery have also posed obstacles inthe 
overall design process. For example, while Audish might wand to take the 
look of a spaceship or alien creabure ina certain direction, he must make 
sure that it fits within the peesesisting mofid established by fies Snar Mars 


feanures, “Wie ane Pushing the eraelope a gue Git with the rw 

Ravers. of sci-fi" notes Rudigh. Wien got a villain Chal we're tring to do 
[using] Some mare animated hpe of things—more cartoony. With 
Burge, were honing in an his alien physique. He's supposed to hawe 
these crazy healing powers and weird, obscured alien physiology, so wee 
lateheed conte that. Hopefully, we're gaing to get some fun animation 
StuP out of his surprises that some might not say are very Srar Movs, Thon 
again, as you look at the other films, Lucas seems ta always add new olp- 
ments that maybe you dkin’t think was a Ster Fars elemend until all of a 
sudden, Oh, book. This bounty hunter it a shape-shifter’ Maybe we didn't 
think that anybody had shape-shifting powers before, but the Star Mar 
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Universe is Such a polpouri of anything fun thar it doesn't really semi 
foreign to theo in ary kind of crazy idea because that’s the formule He 
them knights, covdbays, wizards, moots and spaceshigs into one caul- 
dion, med if a wand called it Star liars sup. 

Te better understand the work that goes inte cancepting a charac 
ber for the animated series, Rudich describes designing Obi-Wan 
Kenobi—a process that begins with a photegragh anda blank sheet of 
pager, “Tery to find as many pictures of Ewan WicGregar as | can and 
Then [try todo some caricatines of the acter,” explains Audish. 
“Then, | whittle that down to maybe a litte less then the actor ard 
just more lke a fooling of the character himself. Mow that you 
kand of figured out what Ewan's eyes, nose, and mouth look 
like, let's forget about Ewan MeGreqor, and let's think about 
Ob- Wan. What are the attitudes that Gbl-Wan newds 1 
convey! Just a lolol drawings and various lowes af car- 
Toon Cadicature versus realism and then taking those 
to Gerady ad talking about which feels bearer 
ane geting His input.” 

Afar a povwreeew with thi series” creance, 
Adizh produces another round of designs, 
one with more traditional “ween heads 


hagh" Greek propartians. Ultimately, a firal 
@esign i approved after the head treen 
6ne drawing is pasted ante the body and 
tostume of another. 


The Droids 
Sour're 
Looking For 

50 far, all that’s iniown about the Star Ware 
Game Wars series is that the prequel tril- 
ogy's regulars (Padme, Yoda, and Mace 
Windu) will starin side adventures preyed 
ing araund a malin stary of Obi-Wan and 
Anakin beading an attack on the banking 
world af Muumnilinst. The shows villains 
were hangpicked tor the project by the 
folks at Lucasfilm, taut aside from that, 
everthing alse can be considered a 

























Cartoon Meteork free-for-all, “When we met with Lucasfilen te talk 
about the praject, they said, Here are your villalng—Asajj Vernress 
aimed Dienge,™ 2294 Rudich. “Those will be the theo rain cronies of Gaunt 
Back, And, of course, we'll see Good and a lithe hint of Darth 
SIGHS, Vite hawe some lithe side stories—littie single chapters by 
Themsehes that don't fall into the main bartle jot unease). We'll 
have fike one Stele quest shot of Kit Piste and he’s going to lead some 
forces on Mon Calamari and there's a litth paere with Luring Uneduli 
and Barriss Olfee. They get a litth adventure for themselves then. and 
then Yoda jumps inwith them on the newt episode after that” 
Additionally, two other farnefaworite characters net originally slabod 
for the series hawe managed ta sneak in, courbesy of Audish's cunning 
plan. “We tried really hard te find a place to use the droids,” says 
Rudish. “At first it was like, Do we get to ude the draids? Amd the 
Lucasfilm folks were saying, Well, it's the atery of Anakin and Obi-Wary 
inthe Clone Wars, and the droids just hang out with Padme, We dart 
know what they would do, You can usethem if you want. So we were 
like, ‘Oh, we've got te have a dogid @peiade somehow! So we finally 
figured cut a istle side acverture with Padmé and the dralds thar 
hopefully shovld be kind of tun. Maybe we can squeese a joke or twa 


in there. So far the barthes ane pretty bettle-tastio—not much jokey 


“Star Wars used to be my 
Fum hobby time. now it’s 


work time. 













kind of character stull, But hopefully, we'll be able bo wedge o lele bit 
in there with A2-B2 and C-3P." 

CH course. at three minutes per episodes, it seems like there woukin't 
be much time for anything but battles. The whole three-minute pack- 
age is a nelly interesting thing ta wrestle with,” says Rudish. To try 
and figure out stories that ll either work in three minutes or stores 
that can be segmented Inte three-minute chunks and then strung 
hack together, tt is pretty much action sequence, action sequence, 
action sequence, but | think thatathey @ string together and well be 
able to get a litthe Bit mare sneey cut oe i.” 

Tying inba hes allem at working the comedic draid duc inte an 
epiode, Rudth admits iat A2-B2 is his favorite character, describing 
han as “the coolest Pttle Swiss Aemy Knife frend pou ould wank” As 
hie work on the Clone Wars series becomes more involved, however, & 


reese character seems to be rising in all-time favorite status. Vm having 


3 lot of fon with Obi-Wan; he's really great,” says Rudich. “I'm trying ta 
leave a litte mark on General Kenobi asa Knight, and ve have a joust 
sequence on speeder bikes that tim prenmy excited about just because 
that pushes the Knight 


litte mene fawor of the 


Ceemec Helet 


are not the focal charactecu of 


Boerne hee are there 


aspect, And trying te add a 


While everyone's faworibe denice 


thee anermabedd ahcerbe, ypcar cc bees 
that Fut-Cat and C-SPO) will steal 

















lairyiale pedieval-iin Tal 
kind of the core of a lot of Star 
lors. A hot of people get lost in 
the spaceships and the robots and 
the mechanical future part, but really 2 
lot of the undertone Is that fairytales ind 
of thing.” 

Uitimagely, this project is a dream come 
true for Rudish—the pinnacle of a professional 
jourmey Tat has taken hires full circle te his earli- 
eo merores of a galany far, far away. Mow, if he 
can only shake off that owerevhelming feeling that 


manages to sneak up on him at times. “Some clyyps it’s amazing,” says 
Budish. “When | drew the madels for R2-O2 and C-3FQ, | just sat at 
my desk and was like, Walt a minute. | usually draw F202 and C-3PO, 
but just for fun. This ane is actually going ta be an TY, and it's for 
Seange, Haly cowl’ That sinking in was a really weird ane kind of cool 
mament. But then some days, when youre faced wigh schedules and 
all that kind of stud? you go. ‘Oh, wait, Star Wire used te be ny fun 
hobiy time; mow it's week times So when you have to put Star bors 
on a schedule, is kind of odd. Gut to now be in change with coming 
up with some of [the mythology] it's pretty nifty.” We 
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The Haruun Kal Crisis re, Assassination on Buchara 
eine: Bee ‘a tk aout: EE ov the Jerk) fy 
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Twas the first day of shoot on The Ghomtan Menace, thie first mesa Ste bars fillies i Fr ‘ LH 


flbeen yeaes—and disaster loomed. As cinematographer David Tathersall'’s camera we ; 
6 1Aat |__| ‘i 





ready to turn on the first set-up==Palpatine's office—ihe 3 § wales 





blood-red set, and! production ce 








mir Gavin Borg iet’s heart lured bo ie. 


1e—the firse Spar Mars [prequel]— | a | 4 F 
| ‘ 


Pep lone of red for that - - zs ‘ 





“That was quite a big day fee us as you can In 










he Quirbe anstrunmierital im gu 








oy r tk : a “ . 
fodm, Becquet recals with a sh andenaiders walked on + S 6 aie Raid ' 
Waring oostuMmes thay were basically (he dame color at ihe walls! Trisha al Ba. pet — . 
2 . . a te — 
Eagar (ihe costume designer) and | hadn't realized that in the madness ie ne eS 


G7 everthing, we were dog. So ib just got through, and we thought 






4] Go walk oe set ane mot like evhat be [save]. 





2 moe like Cloud City, quite white and sterile, but we 





thould give (Palpatine) samethang a liste 





more striking. a0 Wit Miche bite this soet of woonb- 


niG 


like, deep blood-red quaity, But when Geange 







walked an the sot, hee hoekoedd at it fl nnd, 


ite liked 





“That's actually nally a’ He cu 


the idea of the Handy 


Mees alenase cis- 
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Gout. We would love 





ho Say wr planed &, but wee didn't. 
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Booquat —y eduction design for the 


British 1 se freer pl 2 features Aa 


ready become used ta the co 
igned films to life, anc 
sign phikasophy was pertect 


when he fi 


Ad fremember that it 


19 product oe 


abig nfucnent on the fe are” the aes, 











qn in film. George and [prod 


Ty and [set director] Roger Christian didn't | 


they weed an aval bot of scram aned cfd snuff te 


11as clean aned sparkly 


05.20) or Things as FL eal hard living, which | dant 


think had ever be nde fiction. That was a big 


influence on other films, burt. a5 with & lot oft ings in the Star Mars 


Sta? WAFS IWSIOER 


La Sagrada Familiar? 


‘had ta werk, but 
incredible value 


d praducing incredisly qacd visual solutions.” 


& Young Jeci 

“Design By default was something Bocquet leamed about firsthand 
when he wae hired by production designer Norman Reynolds to work om 
Aetunn of the Jedi, and ewen prior to that when he signed on 

Craig in 1979 as.a Soace Equipment Devisar” toe 

“fly ero main mentors were Monman and Stuam—l spent my firs 
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pimping backwards and forwards betwen therm,- 
says Bocquet. “My early influences in design, | suppose, 
go back to Stanley Kubrick's 7001.4 Sooce 


and Morn < and both 
Being incredly talented and prohessional, | would 
have to say Uhey were my forever biggest influences.” 
While Craig’s credits mostly lean towerd such 
sumptuousty mounbed period pictures as Sir Aichard 
Attenborough’s Gandy and David Lynch's The 
fiesbant Men, Norman Reynolds’ oeuvre includes 


cpualitigs hie 
cram designe: for Star viors Eplsocties | and lis 
“It's completely natural,” he si 
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Taking Notes 








new form of architecture and a realistic or believable looking cinscape Gf pechinoliagy Chak wad Cheating Ines membranes, Geange had some nice 
envirsnment is quife—net aregant, but bit uneealistic, | ching, in the ideas: he wanted fo see fh sevirnming around outside the bub- 
end, IF rhe story, the characters and ihe drama are working, you won't ble accidentally go through the membrane and fall 


notice That the base of a column oes like one you might ve seen when tothe floor, and Gungan employee: had 
POU VATE fo Maples Beyenty years or.” to pack the fish up and throw 





Then there ane those times where Lucas’ imagination 
endian worlds that just cant be created using any- 
thing but digital bechnalogy, places like the undemwater Down on the Fare 
paradise of Ctoh Gunga “I think George likes that bal aE Nl daa etl cea ellen inns Aico yb tema 
ance,” adds Bocquet. “He likes the idea of balancing 
certain real erviraninments—whether it's the snonvfields 
of Morsay or the forests of (California) co Marth Africa— 













with your completely created environments. In thea ered, 
it's going to feel mich more realistic.” 

Compuwier graphics pave Bocquer, design director 
Boig Chiang and ar directors Pail Harney, Fred Hole, 
John Ring, Rod McLean, and Ben Soott free reign to 
viiualine the bubble-bound Gungan cities any way 
they chose—but that freedom brought with it a 
certain abbendant teror.as well. “foure alevays 
looking for references, but of course that was 
an abstract==we weren't going to find a ies, a pa 


The most personel thing thet sll of us wanted to bring to the nev 







them back cut into the water! Sadhy. in the filmmaking process, nome of 





















that really gets out, but | think we're using all of it as.a basis for our 
eign. Rae can believe that world and afl thope malities, it ghes a crecdi- 
bility ta the stuff we're producing for the file, Aine it's fun toda” 

The city planes of Comsscant, originally envisioned by the first wilogy's 
guiding light, amist Ratoh MoChuarie, owes a bot po such classic filrm a5 
Mera and Things 1 Gane, Aalph had dane an aval bat of work an 
Coruscant for the first theee films, and some very interesting visuals that 
he did were brought out of the archives when Doug Chiang and | started 





Gungan city for real in ary sort of world,” 
Racing Stripes 
Borquet and Loca 


says Booquet. Instead, they tumed ta an 
unusual source of inspiration. Like the fare a ae 
oful landscapes of Or. Seuss, Otoh Gunga 
was inspired by the mad sels of the farmed City at Might 
Spanish anchipecy Antonia Gaudi, The influ 
hoes were Very much Art Bouveai ane under 
warner architecture.” he adds, “hut Then, a8 we 
tend to Goin the at department, we invented 
Quit i backstory Shout what happened in differ- 
enk bubbles a8 different levels and haw the 
mechanics worked | ahways ike to include scene scot 
of logic, however bizarre it pwn even suggested fo 
George that we should see the bubble gereerabars 
underneath each of the buildings so there wars sone Sort 
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on Episode |" Bocquet reveals. 
“Ralph's ides was that everything 
is completely covered by buildings 
on Comiscant. There's one won 
nice image that Ralph hed done of 
ating bit of rock sticking up in the 
middie of one of the cervtrad plazas, 
This was. the last bir of land thar 
WOU COU $66 om Cioruca nM, 30 
eyerybedy coerie ho gee We bop oF 
this mountain, which wad the only 
thing that was beft. | think Doug 
would admit that 4 lof of cur influ- 
ences on Episode | were taken 
from there omuscant was 2 bit of 
an homage ta Ralph" 










The FPerils of Comes Design 

Fat MeChuarree's influence chit end then, He had also dione a serkes of 
sketches of Ooruscant s lower Kae, which became a qiiedineg lig ha for 
the speeder chase aquence in Aniook at ie Choe, Bul Lucas wan bed to 
fdd soenething mew fo the Star Wart design ime nec bghts and 


graphic boges on bars, factories, and storefronts. “Stor Fors [movies] 
hawe generally been very unegraphic films, so this was the first time that 
George was quite posiths about moving inte that earkd of graphic 
design, logos, and products.” Bacquet says. That decision creaind a 

| potentially dangenaus landscape for the production designer, Its very 

| perfiod-establishing, and if you stam putting boo much of that stuff in, in 
ten years lime, the Aim can sucldenty teak very Gated. We actually talked 
| about deing it, funny enough, i Anakin's slave quarters in Tie 
Ahontam fence. On that project we diseuised whether we shot 


introduce in his beckoom some soct of poster work—kicds fuf—and 
we had a lot of interesting discussions about hat that would be. 





|. Ster Wears movies wes the look of the old (Ster Worsl movies!" 





whether he'd have mode kits af pods but im the end, tt was a very din 
cult ward ta mone into—=unbl we revisited Comuscant im Clanes” 

For some, the addition of neon and signage gave Coruscant a Blade 
Ronnerepque feal. “There's comaln welds where you cant avoid having 
stuf lice chat,” Bocq wet argues, “and although we were going theaugh 
Parts in the industrial area with mountains of Aarne COMI Cet, irs 
tial andsrapes and nightile cites of the future have been dose before 
Bide Fumie, | think George woukl say, without getting boo grand 
aGOuT i that ererything, whedher ies music oo wetting or film, cores 
from 2ormeehere ae (t's all a application of soeneone else's ideas in 
one way, then putting them together in another, so the work that we 
Produce is just an amalgam of every area of design, even film design” 

Uiimately, Bocquet and his design team were far less concerned 
about what critics had to say than they were about the fans reactions 
bo their Star Wtors designs. “In fact,” he states emphatically, “the most 
personal thing thas all of us wanted to bring to the mw Srar bars 
mores was the look of the old mowkes! So after Episodes fand Il came 
GUL, we nmededd the fang to say that if poked ike a Shar Wines nave, oF 
ron to gaye that it didn't, Whatever anybody ele says—enen Geange— 
the fans ane the ones. that understand where Spar Wars is caming freer 
and where is go6rg 10, and we fel needed these files bo just be 
accemied a9 pact of what wad to become a double trilogy. Fortunately, 














oo. 
Through the Camera Ey fs 


Ord Liscors Soca 


we didn't get any criti- 
eisms chat they dicin’t book 
like Shar Viors rrvies. They 
were a natured move fron 
twhat had come before, 
and that’s quate hard.” 

As for the future of Stor Wes design, whether Episode if? While 
Bocquet Is unwilling bo reveal much, there's one location thee film will 
revisit for sure: that wild red room known as Palpadine's office, “There's 
been a lor of discussion that maybe a few years later, the decoration 
has. changed or it’s acitferent cofor or the furniture’s different or 
whatever” says Booquet, “While you coukd easly argue that the deco 
rators have been in and changed something in that time, fram 
Geocge’s point of view, he needs the audience to know execth where 
they are for that geven moment for those fee fines of the script iF you 
change the color of the nom or anything in moticesdly, the audi- 
ence will get confused—there won't be a litte note at the bottom: say- 
ing. The room has been redecorated from the previous film? it’s funny 
how sometimes the analysis of production design by ontics ls often 
much deeper than it needs to be. We make pretty basic ecisions for 
the audiance. George is abways interested in having incredibly con- 
Tasting environments. He docan't mind recessarily what the dilfer- 
ences are—he just needs them te be different, And although it's hard 
to leak atall five films in one go, generally he's managed ta achieve 
That. Certainly, looking at what we're getting in Episode Ulf, it's the 
same thing agaen: we've got three or four worlds that are completely 
separste, If going to be alot of fun to design all that 
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5- the aliens and draids before Yoda and Jar Jar and F2-D2, 
out pele. That film, 
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Gearge Lucas made a film that was just al 
Amerncan orahit 6 its 30th anniversary this year. 
kK back at the film classic that 

stars 


Star Ve 3 r 
ible, lauched the film careers oF n 


made Star Wars 
like Harrison Ford, Richard Dreyfuss, and Ron Hewvard— 


orge@ Lucas an ican. 
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Graft was the 29-year-old Lucas’ second feature film, coming a cou- 


ple years after the litth-seen science-fiction allegory THY (758. Ewery 
major studio passed on the script, at beast until white-hot Godfather 
director Francis Ford Coppala signed on to produce. Even then, 
Universal gawe Lucas a measly $750,000 to make the film. 

Even though casting took six months, shooting took place in onky 
26 nights (the movie starts iin the evening and goes tll dawn). This 
was guerilla filmmaking, with the man in the WSC Trojans jacket 
sheating all night and ecitting all day fora marth, They had one 
actors railer and no chairs, 


Things kept going wren, Thee city of San Ratael, California, standing 
in for Liacas” Fore of Mocdeged, fore up The prcicice's oortrac’ alter 


One day, $a Lucas Bugged Gul he £215 bo nearby Petslunia, A car 
waoukde't roll when needed. needing hour manning be shear live sec- 
onds of screen time. A convention of dentitts kept the cast aeake dur- 
ing the days. Ford and costar Paul Le flat threw Richard Greyduss inte 
the shallow end of a swimming pool, leaving him with a black eye 
when he filmed acitical scene 

Simeicaon Greavin was shot more or less in sequence, and what was 
great about it was that as production wore on, we became more and 
More exhausted,” Howard said in the documentary The Making of 
Amercan Grama. By the end we all had circles under our eyes and we 
lootord like we'd been up all night, Well, we had been up all night far 
weeks, and it neal showered. Everybody became kind ofa little punchy.” 

The movie begins with rand Teny “the Toad* Fields (Charkes Manin 
Santhh crashang his Vespa inte a trash can—a mistake that, like marry 
Nubs, Lucas kepe in, At Mel's Drive-In, Tenry joins class president Steve 
Bolander (Howard), qreateball Fig Jahn Milmer (Le Marth, and ingellin- 
tual Curt Henderson (Dreyluse), Ibs Steve and Curts Maat night before 
leaving Modesto for college. Despite Cures walling pledge that “we'll 
2 do something together, y'know, before Steve leaves,” thee four are 
never all together again that néght Instead the movie splits inte four 
criss-crossing stories, all about gels and cars: 


ri f r 1 r 1 ri 
rT I ipa 
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Siting with his cheerleader steady, Curt's sister Laurie [Cindy 
‘Willems], Steve utters this knuckleheaded line: Secing other people 
while fim away cant possibly hurt, you know! lk starts to hurt right 
than, a5 Laurie tears off the class ring he gave hes. They have a heart 
reniding dance ar the freshman hee, ared Laurie wventually kicks the 
toc-fresh Steve out of her dad's ‘56 Edsel. You really dant know 
whether they'll ever get back together, 
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As Curt mulls his future, 2 mysterious blonde (Suzanne Sommers) whis- Stewe bends Terry the Toad his supertine tuck-and- 
pers Dlowe you" at a stoplight. in chasing her Thunderbird all over the rolled ‘S8 Chevy impala. Despite promising ta 
strig, Ourt gets drafted into the clueless street gang the Pharachs [they = “Tove and protect this car until death do us part,” 
pronounce it “FAY-rows"), and hooks a winch on a police car's zode with Teny gets into a fender-beneder afer about five 





predictably side-splitting results, He soon consults the Godlike disc minutes This proves to be the beast of his mits 
Jockey Wolfman Jack for ald in mercting the elusive blamde. fortunes, when he hooks up with qum-cracking 
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Capra! besa’ ete ride (bee i hte lar 
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Blonde Debbie Dunham [Canty Clark). Terry 
gets involved in an ammed robbery of a liquer 
store and gets Steve's impala stolen, all while 
trying to impress a girl way cut of his league. 


f fp fil i} [ Bi ol if i h LE even Pat fd fly 
Big John rules the streets in his stunning yell 
low “32 Ford deucey with the license plate THK 
128. John picks wp a blind date: 13-year-old 
firebrand Card ficerison (Mackengie Phillips) 
Babysitting is bad enough, but it's ewen worse 
when racer Bob Falfa (Foard) looks to play Pat 
Ganett ta John's Billy the Rid. He must con- 
cot a way te ditch Canal without hurting the 
gitts feelings. The film climaxes in an epic 
race, hase conclusion finally reunites Steve 


with Falfa’s passenger, Laurie. 
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iter 
“Tean 
Angel" none back te the car to gat hia high 
echoed ring, and gets billed by a train. 
Soom, the Kannaciye aaank coun, Vietnarn 
bore the counting apart, and Wollean Jack 
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ene deceptively complex alkurn of simple 
mons caplured Eat greet moment of 
fraction feether Bhan amy Ear cape. lr 


remaing quintessentially Acencan. 
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olk, and 4 piece of history 


“Like meas kids that grew upim The va 


| had a strang interes 


Though the mavie is fictional, the lead char- 


acters represented stages of Lucas 


Jur et 1 4 
“ars een cy life” Lucas saad. “That's 
what | though? | was going to end up doing, 
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character isin 2 
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? Geez, whata 
The focus an onuls a sce 
miudic, (here are many mrore scene 


matography, maine ney 
camera dra ars beet Glia at the time. Mew mearh @versy film is curt that v 
challenged the filenr Lwas ery interested in the relationship between teenagers and rock 


nishd @ {hee ce el 1 OD tLspots ower the Petaluma treetlamps. and rod,” Lucas said “| grew wp.on rock and rofl, and | sawa great shift 
Carntral 6 fen was the rock & roll soundtrack (see newiew). In inmock and roll in the earthy sixties when the Britich Invasion came ared 


playing im the background, 


The script, each scene describes the song p the ald innocent rock and roll that came out of the blues was being dis 








led and mowed in a diferent direction.” 
The soundtrack comments on what's 





OG0g of On-2oreen. An uncomfortable 
Saeve and Laurie dance to The Platters’ 
“Smoke Gets in Your Eyes” Cut ponders 
Ais options in the high-school halls te The 
Diamands’ “The Stroll.” Terre hits cn the 
Older and more confident Rebkhie to Chick 
Benny's “Almost Grower,” 

During pest-pradiacrion, Lucas and 
found Consultant Walter Murch m-recorded 
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the songs oo that they sounded like they were playing through dash- 
board tpeakers and cavemous school gyms. Uniting it all was the 


yoo? of Ged coming through their stereos, that of horvling Gy 


Wolfman Jack Most of the screamingly funny Wialfnan intros came 


pivetal counseling scene with Deayfuss. ee 


from call-in shows of the era, though he did sit in te film his 


in the proness, Lucas created the modenn filrn saured- 
track, and the position of mish supervisor on a filer. Farty- 
one songs onim ihe saundirack, Only three pieces of 
Mmisic—The Crows “Gee,” ihe hop band's doven-bempa 
“Liwule, Lesule,” ane Haerigon Ford's 4 cappella rendition of 
“some Enchanted Evening’ —didn't make the out. 
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Because getting the rights to all theese songs cost 520,000— 
more than one-tenth ther film's total budget—rhere was ree 
money fora traditional cechestral sourdirack So whenever you 
Gant hear rock and roll, something & morright, Whee Cunt crawls 
gingerly to the aale of the police car, when Terry and Debbie are 
walking in the goat-killer-infested woods, when Falfa’s car skids 
out in the diag race—rhece are when there's mo coenforting music. 
But The Mmiusic Son comes back on, cueing the audience to rela. 

When praduchan ended, Univeral hated the film, even though 
TEST alidiences kved i. Studie executes wanted a name change, 
wanged mare ywhiz-bang &ction, wanted it nmecut so the four storks 


Your car is uglier 
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did il i Oui fl I E on i 


than | aml 
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Pedy rose 
Pig iJ —Laral 


were told sequentially [even though now most of TY is shot with inter 
connected stories. Accordingly, mo ome had high hopes for its success. 
“Vliked it.” Lucas said. TV knew the audience liked it. but yew It's one 
Of thane things that you really don't expect it to take off and be a hit” 
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es aa Lhe ya epic, ee Laue 
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cae Bete host of aci-fi flere in 1902 
presumably inspired George Luces—ei 
lewst to make Getter ocl-f Hilts, 
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‘tuned the fing Deachay of Grane! Ferich 
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hy Big Fat American Grattity 


While the studio habed the fim, audiences tek otherwise, mak ny Aue eoee 
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acd must go all curstwales os thet odd 
collapses. Mader to suelo tock. bet 
probably preity scan them, 
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ehich LA is deste? yet again, és tine 
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Mig hort skipes 3 berart. 
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it was, grossing more than $10 million in its opening 


release, oF bee 
made tens of millions mong singe 
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promising mate actor. The Mev 
York Film Critics Circke and the } 
National Society of Film Critics | 


gaye Lucas and cow 


hd’ win ar 
a6 night, ner few 
f Wierd four 


years laber, but would get an 


honorary Csscar in 1991 for his body of work) On its 
25th anniversary in 1398, Graftit! joined his Star Hors 


and Raiders of the Lor Anon the American Alm 
nsteuce's Tap 100 American Movies of All Time. 
*l wanted ta dacument the end of an era, how 


things change.” Lucas said years after making the 


diy, thats what made Ane 


wo 
;iHaRH EA 


film 
tive 
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eloame 


to the musical rebellion, my friend. 


From the moody, bass-dominated strumming of Chécage tric Dianogah to Hybrid Mutants’ aggressive, punk 
iplattered approach, the Force has branded rock and roll like a bold tattoo administered by lightsaber. Many a bane 
has lifted its moniker from the carbon-reezing chamber of the saga’s past, and just 4s many have pulled song 


tithes, hyrics, and audio samplings fran Stor Wess” pervasive wecabulary, 
Want songs about Wooklees? Try “Chewbacca” by Supernova. Go you yearn to hum Yoda tunes during a 
sudsy moming shower! Check out Todd Downing’ “Livin! la Viela Yoda" 
Why do musicians eteh the Jedi legend ante their material? Why would Marihm Manson's ex-bassist 
Twiggy Hamirer appearan MTV's reality series “Cribs” to tout his brag-worthy collection of Stay Wes 
memorabilia? Vilvy dices alternative country artist Ryan Adams use Star Wéars music on his live itr tages 
Why would 4 Padish black metal band borrow Garth Vader's name for thelr rroniker? 
Meanwhile, what prompted rockers Queens of the Stone Age to pledge allegiance to the Jedi 
mand trick with thei 19 instrumental, “These Aren't the Dredds 
You're Lacking Foi" 





by bef 


Master of the Farce er, ifovles Atyanie thre Pere Aral aie 
Wieh his popular parodies among the re gos é ) Mey be Feder sornentey litera es fost oma fry 
most widely heard Star ors pop songs, , | And fe lett fa fame ond kissed hi mommy goodbye 


Wheid Al Yankovic’: surreal, chuck 
inducing world is the perfect first stop 
On our search for such anseers. 
Frontman Yankowic, alongside suip- 
Porting band commdes Jim Vest (gui- 


Genoribes the ivamp-inhabiting, cane-sielding sage as “a little nunt 
Sitting Chere ona bog” and warns, “if you kill Darth Vader, then 
YoU be unemaloyed.” initially appearing on 1985's Dare to be 
Stupid” album, "Yoda" also beams tts leathery, 9 
enshrouded form onto Tankovwic's seccnd “Gre 
Radio Cisney collection, and muhiple Or, Dermente compilations. 
Yankovic brushed up on his Aedi powers ta sing “The Saqa 
Begins.” a goofy retelling of "Episode featured on 1999 “Running 
With Scissors” OD, This time, the humorist used Doan McLean's 1971 
classic “American Pie" far inspiration. in place of McLean's familiar, 
foley chorus, Yankovic hailed (he mission of young Anakin Skywalker 


with the Following revishone 
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Say S000 fh gone be o ted.” 










While Yankovic typically chooses a song 
first, then “tweaks” its byrics in a way that 
maximizes the laugh factor, he ecplains 
Carl, Steve lay that the process was rrversed for “The 





Saga Begins” 


(ass), are Jon “Bermuda” Schvartz thru, 







has scoured (he planet for ower beard decades in 
fearch of pop-culture icons bo parody im his 
allechonabely qenial way. 

Al wisecracking-yet-reverent feelings toward 
the Stor Wéors legacy resuited in ten parodies, 
“Yoda” and “The Saga Begins.” The farrreer, 


suing to the bune of the Kinks’ “Lala,” 
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“| Knew far in acvance that | wanted to 
0.4 $0ng about the first Stor ars pre- 
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cing his irademark Tiny Tim-style mane of curly bheck 
anwalker bowd cut. Although Al is draped ina 
Wan-aporored Jedi robe, viewers will quickly natkey that 
there ane no specific characters featured from the aside From a 
Briefly glimased snapshot of Anakin and tha 
being that might be Yoda (Observant midni rire 
also recognize actress Cindy Furgaich, who playex 
in the classic spool “Hardware Wars.” lurking 
Did this mysterious deficit of Star Marr ook 
rent with Lucas4im conceming what to shownand wh owt 
Vankovic clarifies the issue. Tt was justar j Oto press 
our buck,” he explains. “Ve had already gotten Lu 
it the Cay to usa snapshor of Jake 
dnt wart to ack for toc mich er 
and we certainty dight want bo 
dt have permission. 
eget for that shoot any- 


rafite of a 
emacs rriigeit 
rine rich 
o's extras] 
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The neal Theyre Mot 
Narn! AW ere the Jedi Band, featuring Darth Poben 





We actually came very close to having Carrie 
make 4 cameo in the video, but! think shen! 
minute scheduling comfict ors 

So popular are Yankovic’s 










they serve 2s lee oncores at hes concen pert ine their 
“Aunnineg with Scissors” tow, the barn wy dressed in 
Ae ro ee s—eonceet Tor kevioand player Ruben Valtierrs, whip mare 
hed into his menacing alter-ego, “Darth Ruben.” 

Yankowie's connection to Star Yas isn't feraited to his music. The 
chorences, mary fea- 
drinks poured by a 

a) ondoing an 


hummer icons numerous Jedi pakes and Aebé 









tured on television shows, are as plemtifu 
Cantina bartender, “ldo nemeniber wae vw 
moctended Shar Mors parody for an apis 
ing show," he recalls, “where | wou 
Totage of A Wew Hope ad intera 
OP our] appro, bul for some reason fone o 

the laveyers told us woe had to scrap the whote 

To unveil the reason for ite Is ongoing thes to the Fone 

must dust off his back catalogue. Past Yankowie-penned tracks like 
af Spe” an “Attack of lhe Radioacti 
Hamsters froma Planer Near hares” confirm het kee of what Al call 
Sthe kind of cheape, qracde-7 flicks that get lampooned an Myst 
Science Theater.” T i lowing songwriter sccented “Slime 
Creatine che many, vibrating effect of a theremin, “just like the 















“Lime Creatures from 












rove classics im the ‘So's." 
§ Weird Al Yankovic isa diehard space opera fan, 
ot’s mot forge? thathe depends on a talested backup: 
aan bo bring his vision te fruition. Atleast one of his 
Miushoad posse etre affection for Star 

Wars, if his fashion sens clue 
says Yankovwich, 
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phon by bay Pew vonphnesis of Gotha Aacede 


Independent Systems 
Anciher bustling secbor of Sear Wors-inspired banc, 
fhe iche rock genre is sudia proof that despite its 
mammoth commercial appeal. the saga is a cinematic 
blood brother to rock's more quirky, expersmerttad, 
altemative side. Like George Lucas tecaking hls daring 
First script im an agmof space-fres dramas, independant 
groups like anagah are reieel yislonarmes poureding 
GUT Wal §OUnds S67 apart fron the marsha, 
Megrnvhile, teere's anther fachor that mary indie 
misicians ard Star Mars fans hae in commoon, We 
aclmilit, 34 Dianoqah’s Jason Haney. We are nerds.” 
Like Lube Skywalker casting an impassioned stare 
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at Ewin moans from his uncle's drab homestead on Tatooine, many 
inhabitants of geek culture perceive themschns as Qutcasts yramiing 
foescape the stifling trappings of hometown and family. Expeessing 
their frustrations via guitar riffs and double bass rhythens, such selt- 
Preslaimed nerds find a creative curleg Chroiegh their expevimnental 
songs, Adding Shar kros references to Their sound palette would 
seem a natural form of boone 

Take Dianogalk, named for he one-eyed trash compector host fram 
4 Mew Hope ier purists to note 4 spelling change, the band explains, 
"Te, Th does not hawe an hf in the Stor Mars worldl We added an ‘H ta 
the end of the name because we wenbed top Teo 
bastists Uason Harvey and Jay Ayan} and one drummer 
(Rip hicCabe) accent their thump-heawy sound. This 
group works in a quitar-free zone, vokd of leads and 
power chords. Think af an unglued, mostly singer- 
less Tool jamming with Billy Sheehan and you pet sone 
idea of Dianogah's unanthocos musical approach 

Since the ties fornation in 1995, a sounds have 
been capiured on three alburns. Early records “As 
Seen Fron Above” and “Bathe Champions” were 
Le 


STARA WARS IHSIBER 
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recorded by famed Nirvana producer Steve Albini, while 2001's 
"Willions of Brazilians” was enginerred by John Micencine (a merber of 
fhe bans Tortoise, The Sea, and Lake], 

Poe a Gard whee tour wan has thee ced “ipeerial” painted cr es 
See, a Cin Rewvingy feghiber hanged tron (he near wee minor, and 4 
coder built inte the Moor fer stashing Geer and “hiding fram 


stornmbecpers, IS obyvidus that Stor hors struck more than a few 
musical chords with the band. 

The connection was acknowledged carly in Dianagah’s career, “One 
of the signs we knee that the three of ws would work well together,” 
describes Ryan, “was when Jason said'E chu ta, and Kip responded. 
heerified, (How rude! 

Ryan's pet motend inspired a song called 
"Chewhacea the Harnister” even before 
Dianagal had recorded any maternal, Eventually, 
the band réleaied a engl called “Eucalyptus,” | 
(available on their EP. “Old Material. New 
Format") which featured the following hyrics 
= “There ft is.” he sens 
as be plows headlong data tier biggest ptr 
He looses bt bombs os the lights explode, 


rid fan inoue Wo Penael bork fore, 

“Ws over md” Re Bhin ks fo Baresi, 

dhe opens ag. dnd fustorops lite a stone 
wit fire behind 

He counts all bls toes 

fo move sure they're alr 

ond goes home 


“Thi & about Wedge's attock orrthe Death Star in Remon of the fed" Ryan 
coolers, “With a little absurdity check. Later, or our Gest albu, we 
had a song called ‘Between the Ship and the Land ‘which, exdept for the 
tk (4 Sight ahteration ona remark made by Yoda to Luke in The Gripe 
Suneest Fock, had litte bo da weh Star Wars.” 

As foe the reason they helt compelled to name 
themselves after a slime- 


‘Ste Wet 
eae ee Luke? Lube, acer ne 


covered, malodorous bottom-ceveller, Ayan explains that nerd pride 
had alot todo with Gisncgah'’s moniker “We liked the sound of it,” 
admits Ayan, who wears 2 starmbrmocper watch, boasts a sizeable 
shrine of co@ectibles, and is considered by his band mates to be the 
graun's biggest Star Mars fan, “Wir also lifoed that it wasn't obvious 
what (Bianogahl! referred ta at the times, Onty truly dedicated gecks 
knew that name back in 5." 

“chink all of us found the dianoga pretty hilarious,” adds MeCabe, a 
skir-slanener praised tar his impressive Jar Jar Binks impersonation. 
“all three [band rrenniers] ovned the Death Star toy, aid included im 
its Lradh commgackor wad a rubber dearvcsga fequre. This faguine gave fang 
their first opportunety to get 4 really good look at the creature that, in 
the movie, was mainty submerged and obstructed by garbage | 
remember being fascinated with the fact that rt looked birdlike. Aeally 
the only interesting aspect of choosing our band mame was that we 
had a name before we had a song.” p 

The Influence of Star Mors on the trio's music, howevwer, can be 
summarized in three words: composer John Willlams, Harney 
describes his band as ono heavily infiuoroed by film soundtracks [and 
points cut that Dianogah’s work has even appeared onscreen, in the 
1998 John Hiighes-penned mowie Fea tie hock), Maguirally, the pre 
has studied every cvnital crash and tug metody hat Wiliams has 
Grehestrabed har Ue Star Pea Series, 

“The work Jahn Willians did for the Sor bers mmevies Fas always. 
been an influence on our writing.” Harvey reveals. “Sarce most of our 





music is instrumental, we try to convey emosion through the instru: 
ments and not the words, similarto the score of a movie. | always Felt 
that mowie music was cur tue calling asa band.” 

It's a goced thing that George Lucas had the films scored classi- 
cally,” affions Ayan, “as opposed te wsing rock music, which 15 so easily 
dated, but wouldn't it be fun ff he had? I'd wore for using the music of 
Hine, Fugazi, June of 44. Shellac..." 

Arock band influenced by Sror Wierd” classical soundtrack sug- 
euing the concept of Star Word being scored With rock music? 
Clearly, this brings us back to the coimic parallels between the 
galaxy far, far away, and the contemporary world of rock music. 
Ryran identifies other simdlarities beteeen the 
world of draids, 


Bedrity burter, 2nd Chane Wars aid the realm of Wlarshall stacks, 


fash pots, and groupes. 





“They both haw become foundations for our contemporary folk 
tales,” explannd Ryan, tackling the ultimate question of whit Stor eos 
and rock music have in common. “They both provide escapist advenr 
ture and eccitement to our over-stimulated age group.” 


Whether parodists or rockers, musicians with a passion foe Star ors 
span the galacy far and wide Before their ill-fated U5, Tour came to 
an abrupt stop after ania handful of dates, Guns Wt Roses featured 
an onstage ode bo thee Force, The resunmected band's lead guitarist, 
hamed Buckethead in reference to the RAC fast food container cover- 
ing Ais head Oke a Stories helmet Sinumired soled hull of wari- 
ous Stor Wars themes. 

Popular Scottish poosters Travis are fans. of the movies, and the 
quartet's frontman Fran Healy claims that the spint of Star Wor is 
whet inspired him to creabe music. When George Lucas caught one of 
Travis’ 2001 shows supporting Dido, Healy thanked the filmmaking 
idod for his legacy. The singer also summarized to a reporter why he 
feels the directar’s Intergafactic vilon is so special to musicians. 

“I think that film has atected mary. mary artists ihe world over,” he 
suggested ta Toronte Sun's Jane Stevenson. “I's a brilliant story. |was 
four or five fehien it was pleased), It just got me, | lotally understood 
EB completely. | based my entire life ar udirng the Force.” 

Wielding guitars instead of ghtaabers, or poundeng trapsets 
imstead of firing blasters, Star Fiad-inepired musicians are ensuring 
that the musical rebellion lives on. 
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oming fo eto Preavl abense the 
lometer-wide grassy strip separating the 
Soaani Creations manufacturing plant 
from the monthem edge of the Binalie 
farmi@y estate, the heavy cargo lifters began 
lovnering Their magreiic grapples. Kaman 
Goriana couldn't sea the ground beneath them feoen bes pitiog;— 
the estate's hills were blocking his view—bout he could guess thar 
they were howering over. the last of the shattered war machines thar 
had énded up there im the aftermath of the Separatists’ assault am 
Ale plant ive days earlier. 
AT lea, Dortiana thought un&indly, the Meimoidians commanding 
the occupying died ary had Geared not to amply chive cleanup vehi 
ches omta that forbidden stretch of grassland, Glincing around ho make 
sure the copes of treats he war standing in wasn't under observation, 
he pulled out his hologropectar andl keyed in the contact code. 
The connecting light blinked on as the device lindoed first te 
the local comlink central switching office, then to his personal 






§hag 4nd fs specal HofoNet node, then across the wast expanse of 

The Republic to ane of ihe degen Holotet nodes on Coruscant, 
and finally 0 the privabe desk of Supreme Chancellor Palpetine 

hime, Darlana watched the lifters at he walted, wondering 







if Palpating would be then or out at pet another meeting. 
The image of the most recognized face in the galacy 
appeared in the air above the hofoprojector. “Master Deriana,” 
Palpatine said. modding to his advises. “Vou hawe good meas 
“nt the opaodte, fim afraid,” Gorana admitted. “The 
Se paeatiels are still hoakding Spaani Creations, and they seem io 





have tinally figured out that vehicles or people on the plant's 

souThem border upser the Cranéice tevdlers inside, Theyre cleaneng 
the last of the debris off the grassland mow, ard nny ques 6 that by 
tonight they'll be able to get the placit repsoded for whatever iti 
they want ta bulld in thar.” 

*Not.a pleasant thought,” Palpatine sald gravely. “Are you famil 
iar Wilh the 0-90 prajecth 

“Wa.” Doriana said. Ts itome of ours?” 

Palpatine’s lip ivigted, “Hardly, 1d an experimental combat 
Grand, repubed bo Ge as tough a4 the Trade Federatian’s D-i) 
assault droid, but more vercarile.” 










"son Dorana said, The 0-60 was a hulking, man-ard-a-hall-size 
version of the super battle dreids the Trade Federation had debuted 
at the Batlle of Georaosis. “How much more versatile?” 
“Conbidersbly,” Palpatine said. They'll be coordinated in small 
beara instead of entire anny blocks so that they can be used as 
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| ceenmancdé units as well es simple battlefield shock brooprs.” 


finally had a new weapon on the plotting board. About time. “vou think 







“An unpleasant Chougat, indeed.” Doriana said. So, the Separatists 


they've come here to begin production?” 

“That's what our Intelligence poeple believe.” Palpatine said. 
“Personally. | suspect there ane sill some syste Naw and that they 
hope to use Spaarti to test and finalize the design. What's the currert 
Military situstion?” 

"Fat the moment, bavically stalemabed,” Doriana told him, 
“Conmimue der Roshton and his clone troopers hawe pane te ground, 
some of them hereon Lord Binalie’s estate, the rest dispersed elsewhere. 
They vo been harassing the draids wherever posible, but the Separatist: 
hare mcethy been staying inside where we can't get at them without 
risking damage to the plant.- 

“Which neither we mor they want.” Palpatine said, “Whar about the techs3" 
“Binalie has a secre? safe room—basikally a shiekied gub-sub- 
baserment—that conmects with the tunnel to the plant,” 
Garana tid. “The techs are hidden dawn there.” 

“Carrniinieaierd? 
“The Separatisns ane gfill bloskirg the local come 
system and the HoloNet mede.” Dariama told hin. “But 
Roshton's reconfigured their comlinks somehow to get 

around it They'll be able to move quickly if they get the chance,” 
“Then they shall have it,” Palpatine said. “A Republic light cruiser is on 
its way with (he necessary firepower to destroy the control ship-orbitimg 
abowe pou, Drees the dieid ary helpless. | brust Commander Roshton 
wont have any tasuble with the Heimaidean overseers and their techs.” 

"Tm sure he wan't, Doria na agreed, “Wher ca we expect this shipr 

"Possibly a carly as tonight.” Palpatine said, “Possibly net fer anche 
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three days. ttdepends on how much resistance they nun inna along the veer” 

“Understood,” Goriana assured him. “Thank you, Chancellor, We'll look 
forward to their arreval.* 

Palpatine gave him a tired smile. The war, Goriana kre, wears eacig he 
ing heavily an hina, “Kesey ree informed.” 

The mae vanishes, Doriana broke ihe conection from his end and 
locked back at the lifters. They had the blackened hulk of the last ruined 
war machine in the air mow and were bowing it back foavward Ihe plant 












Alanning to dump it clhewhere on the eaqendive Spaarti qrounds, ma 
doubt. Why the alien Cranscoc insisted that this particular stretch of 
land—and only this particular stretch—be kept unsullled not even Lord 
Finalie knew, Doriana watched until the litters amd their burden had 
vanishes Behind The puting roof of the Spaarti plant then keyed a 
different onde inte hos holoprajectar, He'd dane his official jab, 
reporting ther situation to the man whese office paid hirn, 
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Novv It as Tiere 6 co the same for the man who gave 
him his orders, 
As usual, it took bomger for the holoprejector to make this com: 
nection. Doiana cultivated his patience, gazing idly at the sky as he 
wondered what the Meimoidians were doing inside the plant. Maw 
That the south lawn was clear, Chey would 2ertainly bry bong ht io get 
the Craneted tillers to reed the plang, The oely question wars, 
which direction would that retooling take? To create the 0-90 pro- 
tobypes, a5 Palpatine though! Or were they up to something eset 
In the Gistance, he could hear the hum of repulsaorlifts ... 





And suddenly, four small tramsparts appeared over the Aills between 
han and Spaanti Greations, a squadron of STAPS ying defensive seneen- 
ng anMund Then, everything mine) with Chee uirgercy of palors who 
kina These wae mips fin The area Thee whole ceoard shat past rearly 
overhead, then angked dowrnvand, the transparts aaruptly splitting far: 
mation and swinging into position on the four sides of the Binaiie man- 
ion a kilometer away. With the ken) of precisson only remote-comtralled 
roids could achiews, all four dropped simullanecusly to the ground 

And from the hatches poured enilitary-straight lines af battle droids 

“Hopeart” 

With a start, Gorlana jerked his attention back to hls haloprajectar. 
The hooded image of Qanh Sidious hovered over the small prajectian 
pattem, his expeewon unreadable. “Your pardan, Lord Sidious,” 
Boriana apelogined hastily, My anention was distrached" 

Te his relief, Sidious merety aniled thinly, “The Meanaidians have 
finally made a meave?- 

“Of a sort, yes,” Doriana sald, daring to split his attention betersen his 
master's image and the acthity going on araund the mansion belo. The 
batt dross had been joined on the lewn mov by 6 handful of the hulking 
2-60 aidaull diremds aad a pair of droidekas, fost of them cenied inte a 
defensive cordon arcuned the mannan, but four of the assault diakds ware 
walting instead just outside the transpam nearest the marcion’s drant 
door, fis he watched, two Aelmoldians emerged fram the hatch 
into the protective square of the assauk deoids and scuttled 
arog’ (he lawn bowerd the door, “it hooks like they've 
decided to hiwe a Talk with Lond Binalie.” he tokl Siligucs 

“Wil talking be of any use ta them? 

Gorana shrugged as the group vanished inside. 
“Binalie certainly can't get the plant up and running any faster, 
he saicl “Miah they want him to act as interpreter with the Cranecoc— 
he seen fo understand That skir-eolaration language of theirs.” 

“Wore likely they're seeking a hostage,” 

"Possibly," Darana nodded. “That could be useful, providing Rashran 
is walling bo play afong” 















You will make if your business to see that he does,” Sidsous said 
Blunthy. “That gies for that Jedi, Torles, as well. | dont want either of 
Them making trowkte uritdl the Aepublic task force arrives” 

Darana blinked, “You Eres about tat? 

Anather thin smilz. "Did you think you were my only source of infor 
mation. Oociana?* 5 
SOF course mak. omy lord.” Corian said hastily. Stil, he couldn't help 
But fel 2 touch of dgppoinbrent He'd rather hoped to deliver 
That particular Tait of nese. hanselle 
“But infourvaticey 15 Lieetul only wher 
Sones 1s in petsitign bo carpio 
fy” Sidious: comntined. “And 
we cannot allow efther 
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the Republic or Sepacmist forces to danage Spaarti Creations.” 

“Lunderstand, my bord,” Doriana said. 

“aod” Sidious sakd. “Then carry out pour anders” The image vanished. 

Ooceiana put the holopropector away. The deoeds had finished farming 
their cordon around (he maniion, Uhe aseault droid’ balding divert the 
building's comes and entrances while the drcidekas rolled warch tually 
ardiand the peiraetes, In didn't look like anyone was going te be geting 
in oF ouy ane tim soon. 

His.ewes drifted across the grounds, wondering how Lord Binalie’s 
employees were reacting to the sudden invasion. But the only persoe he 
Goukd $2e yas a quarter ol the way around the mangian to Uhe ease; a gee- 
dener on his knees beside ane of the sculpted bushes, Apparently the 
more observant workers had reacted by hustling thennsalves out of sight. 
The gardener looked up, mapping his forehead with a gloved hand— 

And Dorian stiffened. That was mo gardener. 

it was Commander Roshion. 

Hisging & curse@ under his break, Bariana headed off toward Roshan, 
vralking 25 quickly as he could without drawing undie attention fron 
the droids, Darth Sidious's warning echoing through his mind, foshton, 
then idiot, was going to ruln ewerythineg. 
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” Lord Pilesber Biralie said firealy, Vir ering Le sinreplyy sit Gey 
afd bet tse Pioneters Cake kip neil arene tim ivy paler.” 

"Turdarstand your frustration,” Jafer Torkes seathed. “But lim sure 
thery re not doling ary damage iin there. They could hawe destroyed 
Spaarti from orbit that was what they'd wanted.” 

*| know what they want: the same thing Dorians and the Republic 
wank,” Bnalie qeoated, The point is Ghat the longer thi silly dance goes 
on, the gieater the chance Snecee will evengually pet caneiess, When 
that happens, itll be the end af Spaani Creasions.* : 
“But the Republic's going to sered help, aren't they?" Ainalie’s 
bevehe-year-old son Corf spoke up from his chair at the 

other coener of the desk. 

"Promably,” Beale pold the boy grimly, “ue ler sarting 

fo Chink That rane soldiers are the feat thing we wer.” 
Torles froeaned, “What de you meant 

*Pust what | sald,” Binalie growled. “The Aepublic 

and Separatists ae like. pair of dosriks fighting over a 
bone. What does it matter which of them & in charge 

when che plant ges destroyed?” 

"50 what da you suggest?” Torkes asked. 

Binalie’s ligs compressed briefly, That we get the 
Soparatists out ourselves, now, before Hoshion and his clone troopers 
can negraup to attack. Bribe them, blackmail them—even help them fin- 
ish theit woek if they'll promise to get out afterward.” 

“au cant be serious,” Toeles, Prrcabes bed, frowning. There was @ whis- 
pero warning Tron the Forme; a sence af alien minds nearby, 

"Whey meat?” Biralie courhened, What are you waried abenist, Roshpon’s 
blatherings about treason? Thats nothing but a bunch of—" He stopped 
a6 heavy footsteps suddenly sounded outside the office door "What im 
the world?" he muttered, starting to rise bo his feet. 

With 6 crash, the doce wad shoved viokenthy inward, the waned panel 
Slanncning to Une fear and Eouriting avolher bead mebers aoneds the race. 

Binalié dropped back inte hes chad with a curse, hig hand darting 
toward one of the desk drawers. “Mol” Torles smapoed, reaching out with 
the Force to lock the other's armin place. 
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He was just in tine. Half a second later the monstrous metal shapes of 
taro large combat droids strode into the room, the heavy blasters per 
manently attached to their foreanmes lifted and reacy. Their heads and 
WEEDON Yaung once argund the room as they searched for danger, and 
Then they moved back to flank the doorway in guard pasitians. 

Thrsugh the opening stepped a pair al brightly dressed Meinecmdiges, 
The one in the lead wore the ble and purple eebes and black miter ed a 
und commander, while the other wore a simpler outfit of ed and purple. 
His headgear eves blue, with four baisted hams atop it. “Good day, Lord 
Binalig” the commander said in a stiked voice “| trust we do mot intrude}* 

Teales looked a silent waming at Binelie, got merely a glare in rebum. 
But the other brought his hand up—empty—and let it dap onte the 
desk, “ON csurse me" he graded gareaatically. “1's reat Ge | 
have any actual wreak to do. What do you want?" 

"Permit me to introduce myself,” the spokesman said, 
sending glances at first Tories and then Cort "lam Tok 
fshel, Commander of the Cartac Expeditionary Anmy. 
He gestured to his compesnion. “This is Gif Gehad, 
Master Creator of Mew Prociucts.” 

"And what new pEoduchs are you Dying te 
build in my factcry?” Binaie asked, 

Gehad started to sprak—= “Not so quickly, 
Lord Bimalie” Ashe interrupted. “First, let us 
have the rest of the introductions.” His large red 
eyes tumed pointedly to Tarles. 

"Tit Corl Gina.” Corl spoke up before enher of the 
had men could arswnde, his Woide Stree ancl chetiot 
“This is. my private pubor, hlaster Jafer, Does this mean 
there's no school bodayt 

Ashel made 2 sound like crumpling tin wrap. “Ht may, 
yaung one,” he said, eyeing Tarles. What da yau teach, Master Jafer? 

“A litte of everything,” Torkes bold him. “Ethics, wisdom, the ways of life” 

“Ah—4 philosopher” Ashel said, giving a dismissive wave of his hand 
and tuming back to Binalie. “Merv, to business.” He gestured to Gehad. 

“AS GU have Sure, we evinh bo use Spear Creations to work far 
us,” the Master Creator said, hls voice neat and precise, “But chit far we 
have been unable to restrocture the assembly lines. fou veil tell me nce 
hon to doo thet.” 

Ginalie shook his head. 7 can't” 

"The not Speak foolibhness,” Gehad warned. “You are director of this 
faciiay, You know evershing there is ta row abt ib” 

“Of course Ido,” Biralie agreed, “inching what can and cancet be done, 
Only the Cranscoc tedliers can manipulate the fluid tooling system.” He lifted 
his. eyebrows 2f Gehad. “| ttn it they haven't been willing toda sor” 

"ltowaes the muins of our vehicles on the south lava.” Ashel said. “We 
now know about that taboo and hawe mowed bo correct it.” 

“Bul wet da nat intend to be stemied in that way again” Gehad added, 
“Bo Lrepeat: pou will fell ee hore eae may charge Fie toding ourselves,” 

"And repeat, |car't,” Binalig sald. "But chere ane things | can dio to 
help. fdlike to suggest a dead thar—" 

“fou will not block us further!" Ashel snagped, flicking his fingers in 
an odd and probably obscene gesture. “Not you, and mot the Republic 


forced. heding in the tunnel beneath the southern lawn. Oh, yes, we know | 


Chey ane theee—ie have tried Daide to dighodige Trent and bane mow 
sdalod ther plane's aig against them, We alsa know che other end of the 
tunnel is somewhere on these grounds, Do not deny int 

*L can't do anything about the Republic farees,” dinalle sald, starting 
to soured angry himself. “What | con do, however, is help you—* 

“And you wal ell os hoe bo eestructure the machines,” Ashe insisted 
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) was bending over the sculpted bush im front 


| dudhewth a set of pruning scissors. 
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agin, even mare sirkenthy his time. Or you wall regret the consequences.” 

The skin of Binake’s face hardened, ane even with the masking inélu- 
ence of teen allen minds at chase range, Teles oould fee) Birneliey were 
harden along with it. Ewer the invasion of his hone ane the desiructan 
of his office door had apparently not put Binalie off the idea of offering 
ihe Meimoidians 4 deal to get them out of his plant. fut threats were 
something ee entirely, “And what execthy is thet supposed ta mean!” 
ho asked, his voice deceptively calm, 

Th means this” Before Binaie could do more than inhale sharply, Ashel 
az ped nis lomg fingers. arcund Corts ann and hailed bien cit of hig char, 
“The grub will go with us,” the Neimoidian cominued, palling Coed chee in 
front of him. “When you decide to cooperabe, you may join us in the plana.” 
“Let him go." Ginalie ground out. He wes on his feet ince, ignoring the 
droid blagners suddenly pointed at him. Ve told you already—" 
“ae ha mot Cordier to long.” Ashe! warned, backing ta 
the doce with ont tinny in pow, The: bes eqnes, Teles 

aw, had gone wide with fear, "Wie are Patherrt beings, 
Y obut we will not be patkent forever" 

Cor threw Torles a half frantic, half pheading book. 
But the Jedi Aad alresdy measured the distances with his 
eyed, ard even with the acvacntage of surprise he knew 
hee colder) tale favs conn beet dioiels before at lease 
enn of than ert off a shor, Ard hag didn't 
even take into aocouns what ather forces the 
Heimoldians might hawe walting outside. 

Which simply meant he would have to tr 
something ee. Justa moment.” he said primby, 
Siancieny wap, “The Gey Fad Iv earns bo com plete 
hoday, [wall not perme my schedule bo be ceed.” 
The Riimioidians paused in the corvay, gazing at bien 





with those expressioniess alien faces. Tarkes stretched cat 
toward thelr minds, wondering just how susceptible this species was bo 
Jedi suggestion. He'd seldom used this trick, and never before with a 
Meimaidian. IF they didn’t buy inte his manipulation, he might have to 
Tackle those combat droigs after all, 

“The Gay wall come with us.” Ashel cecla ned at lack, “Wl you chenge, you 
may comer vith: Film,” 

“Thank you. Tores said, bowing in proper tutor fashion. Theewine a 
warning glance at Binalie, he stepped over to fain the Neimoidians, 

“Burt being many lessons,” Ashel added 2s they stepoed back into the 
eoeredce, There were, Toles noted, fve mare af the big draids waiting far 
Thre Gat (sere, Fast ag well he hack't gore on Ue attack, “Lord Earle is. 
stubborn, even fora human. You may be with us for aon girs." 

"Don't worry,” Toles sald, squeezing Corfs shoulder neassuringly, “I 
have everthing 18 need." 
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he Ive Neimoidians amd [hem acteult ceoid 
esonet were atillin che marion wher 
Dorlana finally reached Roshton The commander 


of him, his face carefully turned away from 
the visitor, putbering aravay induestri- 


“Wiha ane you Going Herel 
Doriana hissed at hirn, 
“Tendin’ the plants, my 
land” Ashton sald in 
8 Quawering old 


jhe, Sep ping off a couple mane leas, 

“Stop i, Aoshnor.” Baraca qed ak “Ss pe 

Rosie angled an ee caugioush up at hin, “Ah—Masper boriana,” 
he sald. abandoning beth the accens and the phony garden work. 
“fou're just im time for the shew" 

“What show?" Dorana avwed. “What are you doing? 

You'll see" Radhban said, shifting his eres to the mansion and the 
fing Of droids, “Ever geen 4 drcideka go bounce?” 

"LI... PR” 

“Then wou got a Rreat im stare.” Roshton pulled the 
front of his tunic slightly back to neveal a comiink hidden 
behind the flap. “Number sewer, stared fy... rev." 

And from the direction of the house cane the 
Thundercack of ar emp hosenn 

Doriana twisted ancured inline to see ore of 
the deokdokas, still im wheel foern, soaring over the 
heads of ts starthed companions. Behind lit, a black? 
ened hole in the ground trailed a strand of smoke. 
“Hiember ten: now,” Aoehton said. 

There Wiis 2 ator! explodion, Wis one seaiarely an the 
feet of. one of the assault droids, The big machine bist its bal- 





anon and toppled backward to land with a sekening thud. 
“Where are they firing from?” Dordlana demanded, looking around 
in bewilderment. There vere mo clone troopers in sight, and precious 
littl cover anyahere nearby for them 6 be hiding in. “Rashion? 

“Laber,” Rockhicen said, “Fie arid eng ha: qe.” 

Two mare caplosians ripped inte the defensive line, each sending a 
pal of battie droids flying across ihe neatly trimmed lan, “And here 
come the soft ones.” Roshton added as the brightly colored Neimondian 
robes appeared in the dooreay. “This should be fun.” 

*"Hald if" Deoriana saic, squinting across the distance. Mearly hidden in 
Che folk of thee codes... “Hiodd your fire, Fiodheen.” he repeated 
Lingenaly. “They've gor Binalie’s san with then,” 

























Roshten muttered samething under his breath. “Rochen cowards,” hy 
said conbempiwousty. “They can't just—" 

He broke off, a tight smile suddenly taisting his lips. Well, well 
Cowards and fools both. 

“hath Dorian asked, fnoening, 

Thayne gor Gort Binal, all right,” Reshtan gestured, “They've alia 
got lafer Tarkes.* 

He lifted his eyebrows af Goriana “Like | said. This should be fun." 
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ard cere etphadions, Lhe third ane fourth by Toles" 
count, shiek the boueee 35 Ashe and Gehad buried 
them dawn the entry halhevay to the manckion's main 
doar. “ldo mot understand” Gehad said nervously a 
they peered outside. “Where are they shooting from? 
“What does if matter?” Ashel bit ouk. gesturing ta the 
Groids. “Draads] Fore a cerdon te tee trandpearel” 
Obodinnthy, the droits abandoned their encircherniand positions, 
scunrying or ralling or lumbering, as their capabiisies allowed, toward 


rows. heir weapon pointing outward, when another explosion caught 
The Transpoen’s righs Trent cone, bounding the vehice a meber inte the 
air and aving a section of annie plating black and baried, “This is 
impossib lel" Gehad shouted. “Hen da they da thigh 

“Ask questions lager Aghel geoated, 
poling toward the Sonar 
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the wehiche squatting a dozen meters away. They were lining up into ta | 





Plant “Look! here is our se suppoct.” 

And im predic air support i wad, fod, Tiorled had ta admit A 
hundred STARS had appeared in the sky, seeping in fronm both ease 
and west as they converged on the Binalic estate, 

But the STAPs were still out of range, the drolds in thelr cordon had 
their weapons and sensors aimed qutward as they searched for their 
ween attackers, and ihe Neimoidians were far loo preoccupied with 
their own safety to be watching their prisoners 
Tine to oo bo work. 

. "Noa," Ashe said, ungluing himself from che partial pro- 
tection of the dooraay and sprinting betarcen the oes of 
droids toward the transport Grabbing Gorfs ann, Gehad 
stared bo follow, tuagpgare) the boxy aking bebanel Fir, 
They didn't gee tar, Reaching forward, Torles caught 
che Enos enbwer arm and planted hls fanet polly inte 
the grauind just outside the mansian's doomday. 
Fora moment, Corf was stretched between them 
like 5 pullwar cable, and then Gehed stopped and 
soun around, “What de you—?" Pre graced, 

He miner tinged his question. In that sane brit 
second. the tao combat deoids thay had been marching 
dong a meter behind them. caught offquard by Torkes 
sudden halt. anived at either side of the Jedi. 

And ina single smooth mation, Tones reached beneath his 
robe, pulled aut his ohiaber, ared igeibed it. 

Gehad gave a litte deep-thidated soneam, letting go of Cools arm as if 
he'd been burned ard souttling away from him. Torks gave the bey a 
quick shows back through the doonay as he slashed the lightsaber 
across the upper chest of the droid to his heft. The brilliant green blade 
sliced through the thick acertron arms libe it was wrapping plastoid, amd 
the top third of the droid did off and fell with 6 crath ombe the ground, 
The rest Gf the machine, caught in a trick of balance, neraireesd stance 
stokedly upeight like a beheaded corpse patienth awaiting fumher orders. 

Torles didn't wat to see whether or mot tt would fall The assaui droid 
to his ight was already reacting to this unexpected threat, twisting at its 
hips to try to bring its blasters. to bear Torkes swiveled to his right to meet 
lf, singing his lightsaber around and down across the raed [oreanms 
shone the mounted bladters and drapping (heen oote the ground, Fes gec- 
ond gut hack ofthe droid’s kegs; een before the pieces clatered ta ihe 
ground, he leaped backward though the deanaay inte the mansion, "Gal 
he ordered the Heinmoldians, lifting his lightsaber into guard poaition. As if 
in emphasis, emother nearby explosion blew clouds of dirt into the air. 

The two aliens didn't need further encouragement Turning. they 
tein ed down the line of droids and scaripered inte the raesporct. The 
Survivirug decics followed, closing up the conmon neatly behind ther, A 
manute later the transpert, joined mow by threr more of the vabicles, 
was heading east at high speed. 

"Wow," Cond breathed. 

Torles turned to see the boy gazing up at him, a stunned expression 
on his face, “You 30 right?" he asked 

Mechanically, Corl modded, “| newer save arything like phar” be sand, 

“Just doing whet | was trained far,” Toeles said, With one last kook cut 
side, bee closed down his lightsaber, “Let's go tell your father you're all 
right,” he said.“ And after that,” he added grimly, “you may both want ta 
qo to your safe room. This could get nasty." 


ep a en 


here they Qo,” Ashton corunented ag the lage of the deceeds 
plied Into the transpoms. The fist vehicle, the one with the 
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Menrncedians aboard, had already left the ground and was cleeving far 
distance, the STAP eseort formarg up around &. “They wan't be trying 
thar again far ashe,” 






"Rrobably reat.” Darlana agnesd, his eyes. still on che penaans of ibe 
Coils that had taken Tones maybe halla second to tum to scrap. He'd 
been argued Jedi much of his life, but newer before had he actually wit- 
retsed one in full conbat mode 

Aundl for the first time he began te tuk see why Sidious wanted them 
elinminated. 

"Estabe units, scoune.” Roshton was saying into his comlink. "City, 
forest units: stand ready. 

With an effect, Garisna pulled his attention back to the military sifua- 
Gorm “What die you mean, sland ready? he atked, “And bow di’ you 
manage thease shaesi™ 

*Gan't be densa,” Roshton chicked, “Thar was rathing but a gen of sorate- 
gically placed, remote-controlled land mines. You must net have noticed 
all the landscaping beimg done around the grounds the past taro days.” 

“| had other thing’ on my mind” Darans seed tarthy, watching the 
flecing trarspants, Instead af taking the sraaghtes, route back ta Spaarti 
Creations, they ware swinging Ear te the east, What in—? 

find then, he got it. “They're avoiding the south lawn,” he said. “They 
don't wank to risk anything else orashing on it and imitating the Cranscoc” 

“Exactly what | thought they'd do.” Roshton said with grim satstac- 
Gon, “Pores unit: Secune. City unit: fire at will 

Abniptly, a dopen blaver bolts sled up fron ihe reethern edge ol 
Foulahin City, blowing apanm STAPs ared peeing chunks of anmner from 
the transports. “What are you doling? Gorlana demanded. 
“You've chased them away. bint that enough? 

"Ha." Rashton said. “City unit: take them down." 

The STARS were retuned fire pda, aed Aart 
whole section of sky eerned be bee filled! with rriulti- 
colored blaster fine. Doriana found herself holding 
his breath as he watched the transports dodging and stag- 
gering. tying desperately to reach the safety of the plant. & 
Reshhan'’s pealounesds ot the Meinoidiaes klled—ar worse, if it panicked 
Them inte pulling their droads ait of the factory for a counteraitack— | 

And then, samething he im the sky calagha his eye, Justa pair af 
speces, but as he watched they grew whably larger, “Roshibont be 
snapped, fumbling auta compact setof efectrabinoculars and switching 


then on. We've got company.” 
“Let ine gee," Renhice ordered, reaching for the insirurvent, } 
Doriana taitched i away, pressing his eyes agains: the lenses, 
Asingit glance was enough. “It's a pak of C-9979 Lrding ships, hetald | 

Roshban, handing over the electroablmoculars. “Looks like all your litte stunt | 

acoomplished was to penuwade the Separabets to bring in reinforoements 


ea me ee 


he Meimoldian commander's carchess choloe of a landing spot 

bev days earlier hed enabled Roehbon's clone troopers to slow 
dawn their troop deployment long enough for the Republic forces ta 
eyatiate Che Span Creations complex, With id second yas, [he 
Separations made mo such ero, The lading ships put down te che west 
and noetheast of the oty, In open terntory where mo close-in attack weld 
be possible, and immediately began deploying their troops and webicles. 

Rashion fad barely enaugh time to onder hie men to pull eck before 

che MTT trarspiets ane AAT bare tanks made their onderky way through 
the streets of Foulahn City, along the serdceeays ol Tiiv Soacepart, and 












) dro ine get started, alther. I'm sorry, bit 
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even into the mostly uninhakened wooded hilk west 
and north of the Spaarti complex. The AATS ieok up position at alficial 
buildings and strategic road intersections, while the MIT s quickly found 
Cle to dunip hem deadly cangas of battle droids, super batth: croicés, 
acauk droids, and droidekas, By late alternoan, eer squere meter for 
fiftecn Kilomeser around paar Creations wis ir CeaE Farts, 

With one small exception. 

“One of the C-S9 73s is here,” Roshton sald, tapping 2 spet an the 
holomap due west of Foulsthn Oity. “tts droids and AATs are occupying 
western Fowahiny, pls all (he lenitory west and north of the Spaarti com- 
pli Thi othr one's heane—" bee indicated 2 poing near Che Casineern Aner 
wehere it meandered) its way bebesen the chy and the Triv Snaceport to 
Lhe northeast of it “where they can cover the caster chy and the space 
pork [hear some unis have gone a ways up the Gustreen amd into: Maroc 
City, tee, Gael don't hae independent confirmation of that" 

Torles looked over at Eira. The others face looked pate, Gut tht 
could hawt just been the lighting. With only fimnited power supplies 
available here in the depths of the Sinalie family safe noom—and with 
no desire to atbract notice from the draids occupying the main house 
Upstairs—Erahe had elected to shut down ewerything except the 
parm@ighrs, “So where does that leave us?" Tarkes avkeed, 

“Basically, stuck in here.” Roshton sald heavily, “My troops are deaig 
ehat they can to harass the drolds, but we doen't have measly encugh 
manpower to push them back to the landing ships. Master Gariana tells 
me Supreme Chantelior Palpatine had promised help, but that could be 
aa mich a5 several days aveay.” 

"And meanwhile, your chines and the drokls pear 

Foulahn City to shreds," 
“We're keeping the war cut of your plant, aren't we? 


Hinalic: geowted, 


Aositon reborbed. en‘t that what you wanted?" 
“What | wanted was for the whole cursed war to 
stay off rey world,” Birwaile shot back, 

"Tm afraid those choices arent always ours te 
make,” Gorana spoke up calmly. “hceraindy wasn't 
Commander foshton's idea to bang the war here” 

“Go Wwe jut it here and let them eereck our cty?" 

Tl aere you, Fl ic on lhe central issue” Rodtibon sad tarthy “Marnety, 
ono thee sun es. they ll be able to get the Crarmooc ba rege the plang, Onoe 
thet happens, you can wave goodbeye to ana hope for your city ar your wee 

“What do you mean? Cart asked, huddling alittle chaser to his father. 

“The S@paratists are about bo lunch & brand-new line of assault 
denids.” Rashton told Aim. “Oece They gelit up and ruining, every hour 
they spend im sheen means a stranger draid army on Cartas, W theyre 
not stopped, sooner of later theyll have emough traops ta defeat arry- 
thing the Republic can spare to throw against them.” 

He lok back af Binale. “And af that paint the onhy way bo stop them— 

“Mo,” Binge gaid flatly, Don) even chink in.” 

"You think | want Spaani destroyed?" Acahron asked, his voice icy 















calm. “Those mew cloning tani we were building could conceivably 
tum the war arqund ina matter of months, and this bs the ont 
place we can fine-twne the production quickly enough to get 
Thre moe elficient dessgn pole, But at the 
saree tine, wie can't log this new D0 assauh 


we're punning how on options. 
“Justa manent.” Goriana said, 
sbraighbening up and pulling a 





holsprejector fran a Belt paaiich, “Wee ima Pas mars” 
He flicked ion, and an image of an iktoschl head appeared over the 
projection plathonn, its distinctively shaped horns curing down lowand 


its shoulders. The words were too faint for Torches. bo hear, beut Suchen 
Darlana smiled. “Thank you, General,” he said, sanding up ard walking 
over to Acshion, “Commander, General Fyelee Tis of the Republic Light | 

Cruier Whine would like a word with pou." 

He tock the chair beskde Rashton, holding up the holoprojector 
90 that both of them could see and hear. Without wailing fer an 
Invitation, Torles mowed omer bo the seat on ashton's other side. 
~ Dorisna flashed him a hosk, but seed machin, 

*—with ben fully loaded LAATA gunships az your disposal," General 
Tis wad Saying as Tarkes sat doen. 

“Thar's only four hundred troops,” Aoshbon pointed out doubehully 
“Net galing to. da much good against three C-S9 79s" worth of droid and 
AATS unbess you can knock out tein congral ship,” 

“Thank you far the suggestion.” Tits said dryly. “We had in mind to do 
just thal. The qiamshigs will be dropped in five minutes: ETA your postion 
in chirty, We'll camimence aur can attack on the contral ship im fieen." 


i 
The image vanished. “How's that qoing to work wath the Crarsooe | 


timing?” Goriana aseed. 

indie shrugged a3 he consulted his chron, “Sunset’s im about ten 
minutes, By the tine the qunships arrive, it be nearly full dark” 

"So we hawe a chanoe of getting the Separatist: out before they can 
none” Garlana concluded. “Excellent. What's the plan from This ered, 
Commander? 

“Basically, to engege the enemy. Roshibon said, pulling out his come 
ink. “Between lhe comer gunships and mg can clone troop- 
er, we shod be able to cause a fair amount of chaos out 
there. With luck, that may distract the Neimoidians long enough 
for ws to get in through the tunnel and retake the plan” 

“Fou cant do that.” Eimalie objected, 

“Wi'e'll be as careful as we fan.” Roshton said, 

“That's not what | meang,” Binalie said. “That 
Heinoidian commandor—Ashel==sald they'd 
seabed their cmd of the tunnel.” 

“Sealed it so well that 6 Jedi with a lightsaber can't 
get int” Rashtan shook his head “) doubt that wary much.” 

“Veu'll still be riskirey damage to Spaaeth” Doriana pointed out “Vhy 
fot wait undil the control ship has been destroyed? The Meimoidiens 

















certainly want put up a fight once their anmy's out of commission,” 
"Two reasons,” Roshiton said. “One, becanige | wepaildien't pug it past 
Separabests 10 slack erecking Chingy’ a8 shee as They know they we host. 
And tewo—" he grimaced. "| should be out there with my men, not soulk- 
ing around down here. The sooner ican get into action, the better.” 
“That's a pretty poor basts for tactical decors.” Doriana waned, 
"And Lard Binalie is right: we dant want diy fighting inside the plang,” 
“Tell that to the Meenoidians,” Rashnon sak] shortly. “As of ninebeen 
rein bes from ton, Thal be ghee ceecision, mot mine,” . 
“husta minute,” Toles sald slowly as Roshton lifted his combink, bits and 
Mleces of an idea starting to swirl arqund in he mind. A strange, danger 
ous idea, buttone that maght work for all thas. What if et ook) eg 
all thee droids bo core auriioe to tight 
"And besa oo you persuade 
them to do that?’ Binalie 
growled. “Neimosdians ae 


cowards—they wouldn't just send Weir quand’ marchang away. 
Eopecially net with a possible tunnel attack to quand against" 

"Unless they thought the tunnel was secure,” Torles pointed out. “And 
hewght the factor perimeter wesn't 

Blinalie (blintioed. “Y¥ou'we fost me” 

"CH course.” Roshton said, silting up straighter, “Like | sald, they know 
a Jedi can probably break trough the tunnel, They also know, from 
bitter experience; hat it's like to face ome iin battle” 

"So what ang you suggesting?” Doriana asked, Irovriineg, “That ve pit 
Master Todles outside with your chore reaper? 

“Ewactly,” Roshton saidl “Leading a charge against, say, the plant's east 
door. They'd have no choice but to throw everything they have at us." 

Doriana sneted ganthy, “Sounds subcicall” 

“Nea fora fei,” Binalie sald, his voice and sense suddenly tense with 
caimious hope as he saw a chance of getting hes factory back intact “fou 
could doit, Master Torkes. | know you coiled,” 

"lease?" Cort added, gazing pleadingly at Tares. 

“Just a monnert” Darana put in. “i'm net at all sure | can authorize an 
action oe this, An attack of any sort will put the plant at serious rok.” 

"Irs that, co the plant stays in Separatist hands,” Roshien pointed Gut. 
“Whos side are wou on here, araay? 
| "Dont be insulting.” Doriana said coldly, “You want to keep the 
enemy busy while ihe Mhipiew tries To take out the control ship, ga 
Fight abead, But beep aay from SpaartL” 

“Trunt us, Master Gonana,” Poshton seid, “Or rather, Grist im the Jedi,” 
Dorana grimaced. “Well, when you put it that way... all right” 
Hoshton looked at Torkes. “Master Tarles7” 

“Let's cee iret fl can get ihraugh ghee deeds upstairs.” Tones 
said, getting bo his feet. 

"Lets 500 if we can get through them,” Roshton corrected, 
standing up to join him. “Like | seid, [need to bee weighs ery men” 
*fou're both insane,” Doriana declared, “Bur if everyone else 

is going, | might 2s well, to," 
Rodhten shook his head. “Sony, No offense, but | don't 
warn any bureaucrats getting in the way.” 

"Home taken,” Gorana assured him. But as the Supreme 
Chancellor's representative here, | inet ely haan thee right ta 
come with you, but [me mane or less required ta do so.” 
Roshton grimaced. Fine—have it your cw way. Then Weve'ne ready... 2° 
Confteck 4 breaih— We.” Torles said finmy before the boy could 
speak, “Wau and your father are staying right here.” 

“Aut—" 

“Cort” Binalie said waeningly. 

The boy subsided. Aight” ashton saad, clicking on his comlink, “Let's 


get this off the launch pad” 

{() onana never did leam hoa many droids the Meineidiars bad 

| left inside the Binale mansion, All he brew was that there were 
eight of them benween the three huenans and the outside door. Torles 

| desk with all eight seatly, efficiently, and amazingly quietly. 
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There were afew others on patrol outside, strutting around in the 
gathering dusk as if they owned the place, The Jedi dealt with those, too, 
twas ower fee kilometers. bo the aging area Rashton are his lieu 

tenant had settled on during thee brie! conmdink coreninicatian. 
Fortunately, bee of the chore treapers had managed ta smeak a small 
lardapecder through the droid patrols and were waiting for them at the 


ae 
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“Wes. drs” the other sie sounding a bit starthed by the Jedis bold 
feave, “All brea pe: advance,” 
Geriama felt his breath carck in bes theo, Suddenly, the area around 
them was seaming with chine inopers, emerging from shadows or 
piles of lowes or from beneath coamoutllage ground conser. They set off 



















































pattem edge of the Riralie estate, 4 shart ride, with frequent gigzags 
and occasional paumes under cower, and they were thon 

The clone trooper lieutenant was walting when the landspeodor 
pulled wo, standing quietly in the concealment of a group of trees per: 
haps a kilometer from the blank walls of the Spaarti plant. “Welcome. 
Cammander,” he greeted fechten as the newcomer: stepped up to him 
“Glad you could make &." 

“SO am LY Fogle: salt, “Sitaqice 7” 

“Tee pulled together tara hun Gre troops,” the liesupenart 
sald, gesturing around him, Doelana looloed anoumd, but 


behind Tarkes, farming inte meat ranks as they went. 
Rashton was saying something. “lim sony?” Dewiana said, cearimy his 
eyes aeray fram the silent soldiers. 
“asked @ lhe Supreme Chancellors representative would care 
to join us,” the coonemander repeated at he slipped ana 
clone Doo per headset, 
“Thank, you, Gut f pharik UT stay here,” Doriana said, qes- 


wherever the tracgs were hiding, they wer daing a 
good jab of it “The rest are still in the city, dodging the 
droids’ housesto-houee search,” the leubenant contin- 
ued, “AL Let report the gunships were stil appeoach- 
ing fran The Souk: they should reach missile range 
inappresimarely tive minutes, ard laser-can- 
Ton range Tae pilmuites atner that, Thee first 
salvo will be our troops signal oo attack” 

“What about the control ship?" Roshton asked. 

The lieubenant nodded his helmet sligheh 
uprevards. “That attack seems ba have already begun.” 

Borman looked up. It was difoult to bell through the 
light chouds dttling across tee sky, Brut he Doig ht be oda 
see faing flickers of laser fire, “Any idea horny i's going?” he asked, 

“General Tis hasn't taken the time to beep ut up fo cate,” the lieau- 
tenant sald, a bit dryty. 

“That's all right,” Hoshton sakd. Tf and when he destroys it, it should 
be easy to figure out. What's the local enemy status?” 

The Sumber Two C999 is amprodmately three kilometers bo our 
$Gu0h" (he feuienant seid. “Moet of Geir tnooes have been deployed to 
the (pacepert and eastenn PowlaAn City, but there are at beat three AATS 
and probably tea hundred barle draids sanding by on guard duty.” 

“Thirae kiloneter,” Doelana sald, peering off that direction af the 
deceptively cheery city lights In the distance. "lin'y that a lithe close?” 

"T's etremety chose,” Rashton agreed. “And deliberately so, F you'd 
ever fought the Neimoidians before, you'd know they dearly lowe ower- 


ting his mind back ta business. "l'we already sean your 

men in action, but | haven't had a chanor to obser 

General Tit’s troops.” 

He couldn't $@@ Roshteedr's emoression in the dark- 

ress, bul there wad no mistaking the cynical edge 

in his voice, “Of course,” the commander said. 
“Shall | leave pou a gaia?” 

“That won't be necessary,” Caria paid 
"But I'd like to borrow your other comlink, if | 
may, 20 can keep up with what's happening.” 
“Sure,” Rashton grumbed, pulling out his belt com- 
fiak. “Creer these behind that thick tree would prabebhy be a 
god place to observe fram,” 

Bevin smiled ta hired, Ramased him gorreetinees heey eaddy peo 
fet seeed to think they could cAfend him, “Thank you, Coringeder,” 
he sald calmly. “Mb expect a full meport when you return,” 


$i 


Tt heyd made @ perhecs haley to Spaarti Creations when the fint 
reponse came fron ihe packet Ine around the plant. Master bolts 
Gagan Do die boned) De divtandé 36 (he dreds opened Gre, passing hanm- 
lense beteeen the marching seldiers ar bouncing alenosn as harmlesshy off 
thet anor. Tones peered ahead into che gloom as his lightsaber deflected 
aevay the Bolts that came his direction, using the light of the onerny’s crea 
fire to see how they were configuring their battle line. The droics directly 
between them and the plant's east door were standing fast, while mane 
Greids were hurrying from north and south of that pasition to join them. 

*Lioaks ie this whale section af the picket foe is pulling im to face 
is” Roshion munniuned fram beside him. 





whelming odds. I'm betting that the chance to catch our group ina 
erccdfire will be too bem ting far them to pass up.” 

Re tured io Terrie. “Avy lak Thoughts.or suggestions. Master Tares 

Fara manent, Tales gazed out toward the wall of the plarit, mevey lit- 
te more than a vague shape against the darkening sky. Doriana gazed in 
turn at the outline of Torkes’ profile, waaching the glint of his whine hair 
in the dim light, wondering what kind of thoughts were going through 
that Jedi-trained mind. i 

How did Jedi think, he wondered suddenty. He knew something of how 
they acted and reacted, and 4¢ the man who often delivered Palpatine's 
reeeshaes to Ihe Jedi CoieciL Pe Fad kong sire leaerued Fro Fo use TPeeie 
COnoeM and priorities to persuade them toda vwehad he wanted, 


“tes.” Toles aged, looking back cwer his shoulder, All he could seo 
back there were the lights of the city and spaceporn. "Ary sign of that 
crossfire yet? 

“Two WATS and about fifty droids have just headed marthoast,” 
Roshton said. “We thould see them soon. Ab." 

Toles tured back. The plant's east door had opened, revealing a 
new eT of decid hurrying threugh to join the picket line. “Here 
come the reinforcements.” Roshaon said, “Fd guess well be see 


















But how exactly did they china? Was it basically the same as normal 
people? Or was then something about their training that left them mare | ing thoes JATs vey soon." 
alien than any of the species making up the Republic? And with that, Torles knew, twas time to go. “How bong 

In he digtance to the south came the faint sound of muiiple explo- 
shoes, AVS i wad joie Gy the sitter of blader fine, Teeles cerned to 
straighten Fully ip “Nothing comes to mind, Commaciser,” he said, 
Hiding his lightsaber from beneath hits romes. “Let's do it." 

Me set off toward Spaarti Creations, walking with a sat, firm pace. 
Theee steps into the trip. he ignited his ightsaber, the green blade blac- 
ing upward Eke 4 beacon as he strode off into the darkness. “Well, don't 


just Gand there, Lieutenant” Aeehton said, 


can you bold out against them?" he asked, deflecting one 
last bolt ad then chosing doen his lightsaber. 
Rashes Threw him 4 sideways look weapaing he 
free hand around his heacher’s voice pickup, 
“What do you have in mind? 
"We're assuming they've Largely 
emptied the plant of 
combak dros,” 
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Torles told him. “If can get inside, should be able to get the drop on very Counigus, (he Meimeidiaes wold hae $00 up 
the Neimoldians. if they're as cowardly as you sey. maybe |can persuade | shop in Precduetion Aga Four, wher they could keep 
them to surrender even if Tiis isn't able bo take aur the carimand ship.” an ee on the tunnel leading to the Binalie estate 
"How do you expect be cel in?” Aoshi ton asked, They'll hare picket He set off that direction, keeping 4 wary eye overhead for 
lines ay all ghee dears.” wandering STA? patrols, Bur all the ones he could see wre a 
“Leave that ta me,” Torles sald. modding to the lef. But | have to go goed distance away, elther pansopeng behind him ta the east near 
befowne they clase off that gap. So againc how long can you hele out?" Rashtor's position, or alae doing tight cinckes around the C-5579 landing 


“hs bong as necessary.” Roshton said. glancing arcured as he releagert ship over near the plant's west door. The cacophony from Asahban's posi- 
his grip on his voice pickup, “Lieutenant: looks like there's a simall hallow | thon was cefinitely growing louder, possdily the drosds fram the landing 
ahead and to the right, Wel deploy in defensive fonmaction there” ship now close enough bo add their strength to thee attack. A ree sound 

He hated at Tarkes again. “Gerd [eck.* shrieked through ihe air, and he tered iin time to see a Republic gunship 

Terk nedded and tumed tothe left, taking a moment to get his bear- | dive toward the ground, sweeping the droid positions with raped-fire lever 
ings. Then, stretching out to the Force, he dropped inte a crauch ard ran, | fine, tr swung ugnward again, and was cutting arquned for another pass 

Jedi were capable of incredible bursts af speed when necesiary, at when It exploded in a brilliant red-and-yellovw fireball, 
least ower short ditandes, Torkes used avery bit of thar capability, his | And then he was at the skylight aver the Area Four come gratia 
[eqs pumping ina blur againsr the graund as he slipped around the end | Again cleaning off 4 section of the tramsparisteel, he looked down. 


of the picked line naw beginning to chose Into a semicircle around the There they were, dinectly below hin on the control platform: the teva 
beleaguered clone broapers. A pair of droid stragglers suddenly loomed =) Meimcidians who had earlier invaded Lord Binalie's office, plus 3 few more 


in fromt of him in the darkness and then callapeed inte Broken muiible a6 
he used the Force to shows then backward, By the time the burst of 

energy ard (peed faded and he trotted to a halt, he was stancing at the 
aoutheasr corner of thee plant, just chear of the forbidden south lawn, fac- 


inmuch deabber clothing, all gathered together around a plotting display 
that had been setup in front of ihe Cransooc peillers, Thee Masher Creator, 
Gehacl was jabbing a something on the daplay, appanenth arguing with 
Commande: Aahel abesut it. Miling alorthy around the control platform were 
a hall denen batthe deotds, ther attention and blasters turned oubward. 

The skylighs's fastening catch was at the inside base directly across 
fram Torles. Reaching out with the Force, he weciel it ard 
Seung Ihe sleight apen an its hinges. Taking a deep 

breath, he dropped through the opening. 

He landed on the platform directly behind 
Commander Ashel, his kmees bending ba absorb the 
Impact. Ashel had time to twitch, are soeneene else 
had time to ghee a tanmled squeak, befare 
Toles was upright again with his arm 
fimby around Ashel's chest and the busi- 
ness end of his lightsaber pressed just at 
firmly agent the side of the Neimaidian’s. 
head. “Everyone stay sul,” he warred. 

But ihe droids’ refleses were apparendly 






















ing a sheer, three-story-high wall. 

He gazed up 2t the dark slab rising abowe him, Three showed vas 
an imenasibhe jump, 1 east for hin, But hata ups phe 
wall, a davtance he auld reach, wars a ling of louvered 
air vents, each about ten centimeters across. 

He could only hope Lord Binalie’s father had 
built the vents and louvers with the same 
ruggedmess with which he'd built everything 
else in Spaarli Creations. Gerling a gocd op 
an his lightaiar, raking sure his hand wat 
sadoly aevay from the activation stud, he bent his 
imiees, stretched out to the Force, and jumped. 

He was near the tog oof his arc when he spotted 
the nearest wank, dirs lit by the lashes of laser and 
blaster fire coening inant Rashnan's position. With a 
seen hair-trigger. Before Torkes could say mare. 
or Ashel could say anything at all. they whined toward 
the platform, their blasters snitting fre toward hen, 

Torles took a long step away from Ashel and the oahers, ignin- 
ing his lightsaber and whipping it aqainet the incoming blaster bolts. 
Twro seconds laber, all die droids lay shattered and smooding, destroyed by 
thea oan backscattered fire, Bofare the stunned Meimoidians could 


quick flick of his mind, he reached owt to the louvers. 
angling them up into 2 horizantal position 

And as his upeernd momentum slowed po a halt he slipped 
his lightsaber hill between Dea ot ihe kauners 

The metal onaked im peotest as his full welgitt came orto the hilt, but 
to his raligf thee louvers hele. Stretching out tothe Force. he pulled down 
hard against the wedged lightsser, hurling himself upward agen. 
react, Torles took another long step back and regeined his grip an 
fishel's robes. “Let's try that again.” he said mildly, “Everyone stay sill,” 

“Whatdo you want?” Ashel sake, hig voice shaking 

“| want thia to be ever,” Torles cold him. Ke glanced at the Cranscoc 
iwillers crouching deen im front of the contin system mud flow, wane 
dering hore they wee taking all this. Burt If they were worked, surprined, 


Be made it with three centimeters to dpane, catching the @dipe of ghee 
reat wilh his qusstretehed fingertips are beading hinsell the nest of the 
way up To $praial onmte his belly on the cold peemacrete. Sadveling 
arcund, be ieaned partway ower the edge, extricating his lightsaber hilt 
from the louvers and calling it back to his hand. 

The blester fire in the east seemed ta be inherdifyirey 66 he Sipe 
dienthy aorass the pool poward the meanest skylight, He reached it, 
rubbed off some of the eollected grit with his seer, and peered inside. 

The factory floor below was deserted. He stretched aut to the Force. “Impowible” Ashel nade a cautions gesture toward thie ruined 
trying to track down the agitated alien minds he could sense beneath him, | droield, We canine, comiminicabe except though the droids, and you 
Further to (he weet, perhapat tes, Fe |) have destroyed them all” 
decided: sameetere a lithe ways wet “Really.” Torkes sald. tt was almost certainty a lie, but there was an easy 
af his posigion. He framed, tring to way to call the other's bluff. “Fine. Come oe" 
visualize the layout of the plant... | "Where do we gat Gehad asked tirmoarnighy, 

Of course. Cowardly or merely “le just $0 happend | ow whore there aro other dros you can use" 


a: + 


on ewen fully aware of what was going on, he couldn't see it, “Corbact 
the command ship and onder them &6 surrender,” 
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Torles told him. "And watch it. | doubt you want the kind of trouble | 
can mabe for you.” 

Keeping agro on Ashel’s robe, he bed the way down the plationm sbeps. 
The Neinmcidiaens teahieg of Che tunel exit had been achieved (hy the sim- 
ple preceding of veoiding the leading edge of the ramp solidly to the Nowe, 
and If took hin onhy a couple of seconds po cut through the wed with hit 
lightsaber. Ashel quivered in bis grip. as he did so, but sald nothing. 

Their footsteps echoed eerily as they headed east through the emoty 
plant. Torles kept alert for a surorize atteck, but apgarenthy the 
Mein cidians reall Aad sent all the reset of the droids outside, 

The bantle was stil going or as they ached the eat dear and stepped 
out inte the night alr, “Theng arg yur deoids.” Tanes sald, giving Ashel ar 
imperative push toward the light and noise. “Let's po talk to them 

AWou cannot be serious,” the Nelmaldian protested, cringing back 
against Tarles’ gnp. “We are not equipped far battle. 

“Too bad,” Tarks seid. “Gut ff that’s the only way ta stop them— 

He Geoke off as, abruptly, Whe cirde of Blasters aecuned Aeahton’s pose 
tion fall silene, Samething in the shy to Che lett caught his eye, anc ha 
looked ower asa pair af STAPs plummeted ta the ground. 

He cramed his head to look up Into the might sy. There. almost 
directly above him, was the fading light of an expanding gas cloud. 

General Tie and the Whirsew had came theough. 

“) ques’ we work need to bam to the droid, alter all” he commented, 
He could soe rerowereert Proen loshioers PeOsiticn Pew ach thee Chore Creep 
em abandoned cheir positions, running toward barn and the plant moi 
aide open behind him. “Ceme-on” he added, returning his lightsaber to 
his belt and nudging the Meimoldians toward the approaching troops. 

The fw groupe imet halfway. 7 see you've been 
bury,” Roshten greebed Terles as he tratted to & 
hall, gesturing Fad iro bo COM linue on Loevard 
Thee plant, “wWitiat’s it like inside?” 

“Empty, ars far as | could tell,” Torkes told him. “The tun 
nel's been unsealed, too, # you want to get the techs back in.” 

“Eacellent. Roshton said in grim satisfaction. “Wel get the 
‘Cracod to unde any retooling they did, then get back bo work." 

“doubt the Meimicedians got wery Tar with their reqoaling,” 
Tarks said, “Soeaking of which, whan should | do with teri 

Roshten glanced past him toward the plane. “Would you mind taking 
them to Commander Bratt? He's in one of the gunships heading ower ta 
shut down the Number Two 0-5" 

"Ao problem,” Torkes said. Tl see you later.” 

Redken modded and buried olf after his men. Torkes snared his aurk 
party off in ihe opposite direction, Ty 15 net yet over” Ashel waned as 
they walked. "We have not yet been defeated.” 

“You just keep thanking that.” Tones said. They'd reached the site of 
Roshton's stand mow, and he paused for a mament, gazing across the 
Gartefield, The ground was aloe literally cowered wilh the wreckage of 
dros, eh the bodies of probably a dagen chines troogers hyirey aren 
the debris, their arnoe no hanger white, Fires were still burning in the 
remaing af a couple of vehicles, one of them the gunship Torles had 
seen being destroyed. Standing amid the general camage were proba: 
bh a hundred mare draids, still upright yet with an oddly sagging look 
Slsauk Them, where the lode of their contral ship had lef them, 

Re was Sill gazing at Ther when, eigh a sono oolective fevitch, they 
came back to lite. 

For perhaps half.a second the sheer uneapectedness of It fran him to 
the spot. But for the Neimoaldians, that half-second was all the time they 













meee, 20a barked word fron Ashel, the 
Heimoidians drapped flat en the ground. 
And Tones found hime? standing alone iin the middle of a ring of 
blacters. 
There was re time for aaything fancy, and Iterally nowhere to-go 
Gut Up, Re kaped up and sideways, kprating his lightizaber and vushing 
behind hin a5 he aroed over ihe revived drakd anny, iru 





ing in the 
Force ta guide his hand and deflect the shats. He hit the graiand runnirey 
are dodging. heading away from the plant toward the city, a hail of 
blaster batts nipping at his robes. “Yes, run, Jedi,” Ashel's mocking valoe 
ywahted afte: hint, mare paanhul een then the blaster bok mearsmisses. 
“Tall us aaa of ghis qraihle pois can ale fee ug,” 

Torkes didrit answer. Ahead, he could hear che soured of renewed 
blaster fire coming From Foulahin City, and fram the sonsa of startled 
anguish rolling over his mind it was clear that the nest of the Republic 
forces hed been taben as much by surprise as he had. Unless he could get 
16 them in time, £6 lend his strength bo thei, the battle would be host. 

He couldn't, 

And wig, 


| tae” Doriana cooimented as he, Teeles, and Ginalie stood on one 
Of the mansion's namh-facing bakes, “They fist have found @ way te 


po — a 


guess the Sepsratiots have finally learned from their past mis- 


Make a control miatix compact enough that they coukl bring a backup 
down ta the planet surface, My guess is that it’s probably in one 
of the landing shias. Mot that it really matters” 
“And mot that we'll ewer know for sure.” Binalie ssid bitterly, 
shivering in the cold night air. Theyre of dead, then?” 
“Deze, or scagtered,” Tales said quieth, and Dariana dould 
hear the pain ard sall-eepecach in ihe fodis voice, “Except 
for the ones ashton took inte Spaari with hin,” 
Sinalie sighed. “And they're 2s good as dead, aren't they 
*| cant se itany other way,” Doriana agreed, gazing 
Out towered Spear Gestion. Abie che plant, a hun 
dred STAPS were circling through Gre right sky like car- 
for-eaien, giring with the light tom a dozen distant 
















fires. On the grounds around thee plane, invisible free 
where bhe three men stood. a thousand combat deol 
and 6 dozen battle tanks stood their own sdent watch. 

And bereveen the Biralie mandion and the plan, acrid inoke still roa 
Trae the ofaler where the Separatist haillire droid had emptied Goch of it 
missile pods into the ground, collagsing the pinrel ancl ciitiry Of ihe 
done troopers lat avenue of escage. The Separaticscs had been nothing if 
not thorough. The only reason they're still alive is that the Separates 
don't want towreck the plans tring ta force them out,” he added. 

“Bhul then, they dor’ have to, do they? Toeles said quieth. 
“By The Tire Gerasral Tis can Pebuen with ened gece 
tronprs, they'll likely have starved im thee,” 

“Yes.” Binwlie said. “Ironic, isn't it? 
Commander Roshton spent all that 
effort to retake the plant. And 
he succeeded, 

“Are Chats where he's 
gaing to die.” a 


To Be Concided ... 
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SEPARATISTS ATTA 
SHELTIE BASE 
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SHELTER BASE, JABIM—A sudden attack by Separagigibacked kcal 
fortes raved tle Republic's Shetier Bade in the second week of 
open hed ities onthe Quter fim world of Jaber, resulling in 
dozens of casualties: and the poosible boss of theater commander 
General Obi-Wan Kenobi. 

The attack comes after a string of successful Republic pusties that 
took three Separatet defensive positions —Camp Aurek, Point Doreen, 
and Qutpast Shear. These advancements weakened Shelter Base’s 
defenses, 2 Arpublic trons were mowed farther from hesadquarters to 
secure che outlying Jablinige posts. 

lnteligence repens inded ro detect he Confederacy military equip 
eT, and Up Link the attack, i hand sickenice of a Conhaderncy presence 
had been bound, The Jabairiite Separate ls vere den plore) 
Native sokliers and equipment. Thrdughoue the abi engage 
meant, logeange orbital scanning has been hampered by 
aimsipheric disturbances, resulbng in incomplete intelligence. 

Under the cover of a might storm, Confederacy hailfire 
droids unleashed wolleys of tanksmasher missiles into the com 
pound. The intial assault claimed 32 chones, all from the 42rcd 
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"Killer thavha" Battalion, and there are three confinmed Jedi deaths: 
Palmas Cam, SanaeSs lw, and Ralloema Bylissura. 

AImisphere disturbances peovented the use of gunship alr support, 
ard Jabien's muddy surtaces hampered the effectiveness of the 
Repubtie AT-ATS, AT-TES amd other arnr, 

Partial holographic leads have conlirnmed that Alte Straguss, the local 
Separalist leader, personally led the attack. In aidition to banle droid 
infantry, Stratus led an undisclosed number of elite Nimbus soldiers 
inta the assault. 

These same Geeds have confirmed General Renobi's presence dur- 
ing the attack, but contact with Jablim has been host, and Kenobi has 
yet to check in as per schodule, The Jedi Council has refrained from 
Corninient regarding speculation thay they theate commander might 
be armancg the dead, 

As of this report. the fighting costinwes af Shelier Base, Corba bas 
curently been lost with HAN field correspondent Angus Larkde and 
Jabiimite Loyalist Front spokesbeing Orliss Gillmunn. Stay tuned bo 
this feed for thee uprdartes. 
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METROGHS CITY, SHOA Il—Kag Ebareebaveshesdae of the Squils 
Polyanarchy has proclaimed Jedi Master Mace Windu an honorary “Big 
Time Hero of Beyond-Squib Eliteness” today, and unveiled a bromzium 
statue of the Jedi Master toa crowd of appreciative citizenry. 

Windu led a contingent of chome troopers In liberating the Metrabig 
Interplanetary Bastport from an occupational force af Confederacy 
batthe docked intangry, The separatists had planned on using Skor asa 
lauinch-poing for an operation thaq weak 

hate linn The ouner Rimima Trade Aone 
with prcuarnity mires, 

"He Mdace Windshao will forever haunt 
Squibbish poems and jingles, and future 
fuzzlings will hear of the valiant Knight with 
hk koowy purplish blades.” declared the King. 

Mace Windlu hia sirece ett Shor land was 
unavailable for Chan cenermeniny, A chore Encey ser 
Peace heeniTy hone has renner taebired to 
Poe iior Separate activity, The Jeti Courscil 
Ollened no coriinen on the cerenrany, 
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Bootleg Holos Build 
stratus a5 Hero 
Jabim Leader Popularity Spreads 


OUTER Rill MOQE—Desoite data-interception efforts 
trons Repulblic Ineligence, bootleg holes of Ako 
Saratus are finding their way off Jabirn, ard are pro 
liferating throughout neighboring Quter Aim sectors. 
The charamatic leader of the Jabamite Separatist 
movement & becoming 4 folk hero amarg Outer Fim 
Separatist worlds, as. his. poreerful words are digserri- 
nated throughout local communication meterorks, 
The hologram, taken by a local Jabiimite freedom 
fighter on the eve of Stratus dewastating attack of the Republic's ill- 
prepared Sholter Base, runs 12 standard minutes long. Though many of 
ihe points that Stratus usas to rally his tras are germane ta lebiim’s 
SDL gle for independence, his speech has served to mally other warlds. 
On Clak' Der VIL farmed Bik musitan Verinado Tall has connpased 
an onginal song sapling portions of ihe speech. On Vag Dn, thee 
First Temale of Prime haa mathematically convened the 5aratis’ 
words into a fractal banner. The xenaphobie Aqualish, entrenched in 
accvil war on Ando, have even shown reipect for Saralas a3 Variabears 
of his speech hawe aopeared in local literature ard war-<chants. 
4 full decrypted edition of the speech is available for download at 
pent 210 an this faed clrculs. Shadcedeed users ane cautioned that 


Republic authorities consider the possession of this data a crime. 


The Words of Stratus—An Excerpt 


The Republic would have its people bales their enemies ane hoarthess 
droids, We are not dreids. We ace farmers, and mvenders, buibders ard 
healers. Wite ane fathers, brothers, mothers, and disses who have beer 
THT forded to lake up arte io challenge 
| | i] PI i EB LI H ie Selfish and cornup govennen. 
Ts “The emation less cultists of the 





| the B Je pTTl Bill i | dedi order and their vat-qrawn 
LI drones are fighting & wideiess 
i. I] [ | 1 df] P | rd tp G war. We fight for our lifeblood, our 
| on | herltage, and our soil 
H| | | p I I Our “Your planet, your hares, bs 
r fleoded with blood, Foe three thou 


parents 
ana mine? 


sand years, we wore logal to the 
Republic, Gut did they send aid liar 
ing the Brainrot Plague? Did they 
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Peart when the Trarhos hares trreacded? Where 
were the Jedi when Lythian Pirates killed your 
parents are mire? The Republi ignored aur 
cries for hep until they leaned that beneanh 
él] thee priuad dua plareet asa heart of ore! Vie 
will Fight ta defend our planet! Wie will send 
the Jedi hame in body bage? 
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Friendly ire Kills Diplomatic Envoy 


SLUGS SECTOR —Sensor analysis has confirmed that friendly fire 
destroyed the Pepa ic peace delegation sent to Sluis sector, and mot 
Confedoracy cannons 26 eeparted in the mainstream media. A confer 


ence of Republic ane Confederacy diplomats convened at a reutral 
dubepace nlay shation near Praevalyn bo discus & ceasefire in he 
Seywenns-Sluis conflict. Republic Halotet Mees reported that 
Confederacy sabotage destroyed the station, which led to a barrage of 


laser exchange beberen wanting starships. Analysis of sensor data con- 
firms that the Republic ships had begun powering and firing weapons 
before the complete destruction of the station. “The Republic ls not 
interested im peace.” sald Candohar Inglet, the Suissi Khedive. “They 
were far too ready to pull the crigger that day.” Full Stor 
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by Flob Coleman, ILM Animation Director 


The Confederacy of 
Independent Systems 


Count Dooku's treasonous break with the 
Republic requined the support of a number of 
UNscrupulous allies. Thepse Sep para Cts, (miter 
ested only in free trade arnang the 
Confederacy of Independent Sysnens, gath- 
ered on Geonosis to discuss their ccevenin- 
ments ta the cause, Surauadiag ihe table or 
thar farahul day were representatives from the 
Trae Federation, the Teche Unie, the 
Comunerte Guild, ard the Imberalactic 
Banking Olan. One by one, they agreed to join 
the charismatic Gooku, enticed by potential 
profits and power. What is inberesting about 
these intergalactic schemers is just hows little 
the animation team knew about them when 
they accepted the tast of bringing them to life. 
To truly understand a character, you must 
get into his head and determine what the cher 
acter is thinking. Actors prepare this way, and 
so must animators. We read the sop? and talk 
to the director, and then we ask ourectives 
many questions, the most obvious beringe Hon 
would ths character neact Im this sinuarion? 


Knowing what the character did previous to 


SE STAR Was IRS IOEA 


the current scene—an hour before, a day 
before, or a week befiore—helps us to create a 
believable pentormance. We cal this. knoe 
efige fie “backstory.” in lhe cade of Stier Fev, 
the keeper of all the backstory information is 
Geange Lucas. In his head live all the charac- 
tei —real or animated—and he has thought 
About everything from what planet they Inve om 
to what they had far breakfast. Major charec- 
bers, bike Yoda and Count Gooku, have clio 
rate and detailed histories. Others, however, 
have considerably less—sometimes even none, 
In the case of the Separatists, characters 
with very fitthe screen throw and few if any 
lines, then was onky so nuwch Lucas could pel 
the animation team about them. Mo marber 
how mich Backstory he could pecwtide, the 
animators would scill have only a few secoreds 
of s0reen Tine To denwonsbrate the personality 
of each character, With that challenge firraly 
in mined, the animation team corcidered rot 
just what the characters might be thinking 
Gul ao abut hore bo show those thoughts 
lhrauge Che characters’ physical performance. 








Bad Gir 

Shiu Adlai wad oan ag the “pace granny” by 
The ILA animaters because of her designed 
poclune and wrinkled skin. Fram the beginning 
Wwe knee That her dialogue vould be subtiled, 
but we knew litth ee about her. Lucas pro 
vided no backstory for her except thet she was 
4a member of the Commerce Guild. We were 
free to fill in her history on our own 



















Modeled by Steve Motrath, Shiu Mal started 





ho emate aninide as sean as animater Charles 





Allenack bagan blocking in her actigers, “Tlie 
The fact tha Sh Mai had sort of badd pocnune, 
Wilh slouching shaulders ard @ pot belly, i 
gene her more char- 
acter, | think,” he 
says. hat Aleneck 
didn't now at the 
the was that Mad 
Was a Say Ousiness 
Gossam from the 


planet Castell— 





these eal weren't 
availble bo us unail 


long after the animation deadline. In was clear, 





however, thet Vial wasn exactly comforiable 
with what Dooku was suggesting at the seoret 
councilan Geonosis: “What you are peoposing 
could be construed as breason,” she snapoed. 
Animators ahways plan out ther socmes 


before they begin their peormances, Scone 





Planning and hocking allows the animatar to 
try different ideas ina rough form first. “| didn't 





Viheotae mse Cthis time],” recalls Alleneck. “I 
did actout the ling, though, ta figure out the 
Major beats and actions, and then thumb- 
Failed all the major pases. | actually had tans 


laned hee line te resell oo hag | kre what 


each ward meant that way | ooiahd fecus on 











her deliver the fire with che req hy ati- 
fide ard mat ger distracted Ey the lac that 


Vie wes speaking 2 Madeup language.” 





Lar i ~., | 
PT 1 to 


Techie Undon representative Wat Tarkio 





wed arither of he coripulergeneraied bad- 
anes sitting St the Separssisns table the day 
Obi-Wan shipped in to spy on the proceed 
ings. He began Gite as a sculpture created by 
Machel Patrick fluenane in the art depart- 
ment at Skywalker Ranch. Later he was built 





BEHIND THE MAGIC 





a5 2 Computer model by Tareq Mirza and 
Omar velasco at ILM, 

Lucas See US Wey fen Pets ao 0G evi Ger 
what (hii creatine was to be. Tamboe's design 
inched a long rote that fell ght to the 
ode, There as at east one modeling mect- 
ing where we debated whether he should 
hare hege or tentacles. As it tumed aut there 
were only teo shots where he is sean walk- 


Fi 
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ing, and neither one showcased him. The ten: 
tack plan was abandoned, and he is seen 
only to glide. 

“He was such a departure fram the other 
organic creatures Fd boon animating (like Jar 
Jar, Yorda, or thee alr vthaled, ghat | foaired ina 
breath of fresh air trying to figure out how @ 
Virtual tin can with arid mieed,” mused ani- 
mater Kien Thomnpeon. Wee did kreaw fram die- 





cussed with Luca that Tambor was 
retpondible for the droid foundries, crucial ta 
Desku's power plan. However, Thompson 
had struggled with maintaining an ominous 
air to Tambor when Lucas decided to hawe 
him fumble with hig veice boo contrels while 
pledging his a@eglance ta Dagku, Usually an 
animator relies on facial expressions ard eye 
Movements ta convey arctan, bit in this 
case Thompson heed either to wark with and 
had to animate (he suprise and @mbarrais- 
ment Tartar fas, when his. audio phased in 
and out, through his body language. 


What in the San Hill? 

Concept dosiqner Dermot Power's designs 
were selected far San Hill the Intenaalactic 
Banking Clan represen tatiee, Hill's tall, lanky, 
humanoid bendy was too thin to have some- 
one in rae p and codpume, so he became 
another of the animated separatists. 


Built by modeler Sunny ei, Ail was based 
Off an esting computer-generated human 
model at ILA. Wiel used illustrations provided 
by the art department and additional input 
from: Lucas. “| pretty much started the basic 


facial library like most of our charactars—eyes, 


hes, reer, mouth, phonetic jolre-diriven 
shapes.” The elangared human design came 
TonpeTher quickly, Wel worked cledely ith ani 
mator Trish Schiite-Mrause fo create just the 
required shaped needed since Hill would only 
Speak in one shot in the film. 

Hills limited screen time didn’t stap Schutz- 
Krause from getting into her character. She 
says, He was my favonte character to animate! 
His tall, thin body and bakd head lent itself to an 
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immediate personaling and agticude” In propar 
ing far the conferense room scene tehich was 
originally longer, wee had discussed who all the 
VS pa Ties ere, Wile waned chen to hare 


abty ared to be distinctive, It was impor- 





pers 
tant that the audience know 
who San Ail was in his one ciese 
up so we packed a lot in. “| 
aheays watch movies to inspire 
and influence the acting in my 
shots: howaerwer, from the 
moment | saw the San Hil char 
acter, | knew he | would play 
Finn, Be wanuild be distin lished, 
WilA ar oer chee aif of Superice- 


ity, Dwanted he action to grceful with a slight 
flambeyance, comlickert, calnubging, and sick 
BEAL” Thecugh acting Gut the scene, Sohunz- 
Frau! was able to get into San Hills mind. 
“First. | pretend bo be the character and bry i 
se Che ection in oy head. Then | act the shat 
out a few was in front of 6 caeners and decide 
wihach tase best describes the character” 





Head Case 

The final digital extra in the conference room 
scene willie a guingeina te all but the mass 
obsereact fang—and to the poor actor inside 


fhe hot eosin that day, Seer cr qlee best 


fide Of the soreen in the dist aot while Gout 
Docku talks, Taanbuck Toora’s paategraphed 
head just dida't bald up when viewed on lhe 
big ocreen, Discussions began about whether 
the entre character should be remaved digi- 
tally and be replaced by 8 
nes animeted om pho- 
togmphed character. After 
close examination, that plan 
was poviend to neplacing the 
head of the creature with a 
digital Gece that was mere 
detailed than the original 


Knce as “Gaterhead” 





Curkig production, ihe digi- 
tal heed prosuhecic was 
Carefully tracked inte place, 
matching the movement of 
the camera and the boo 
actions of the original cos- 


tumed character. Ken King 


animated the subthe facial performances, 
which breathed the umnderntated realm 


orld Dial Supporting acter, 


The Rest of the Gang 

Albo at the conference table was the hosting 
leader of Geanose, Pogglt the Lesser 
idetaded in “Behind the Magic” in dnsider #55): 
his assistant Sun Fac; Neimoidian Mute 
‘Gunray, the Viceroy of the Trade Federation: 
as wWell.as Passel Argente, who was cut From 
the final edit. Po Nude and Senator Tikkes 
were there too, but viewers can see them 


only wer briefly from behind, 


The animators at ILM get areal kick out of 
Tat That surtaces only adter the 
filing are completed. Sav Mars books Be 
The Viwal Dieranary carehully outline all af 





Ee ile 


the ting detads in the mayvie—imfornatioan 
ranging fram characters home planets te 
what materials their clothes are made of— 
details, in Fact, that the animators never 
knew when they were working an the shew 
Because he must answer so many ather 
quesions fram other members af the film 
making team, Gearge Lucas provides the 
animation team with just as mich irons 
Thon 25 Wwe need—bug noah ereare, Making 
The characlers Gurown and creating their 
backviories falls (o ud sometinies, and we 
que? abeays Ehink of (he animated creatures 
4c neal, living beings $0 that we can find a 
way to reveal thear souls through gesture, 
expression, and body language. 
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Back te the Drawing Board 
Sop) oped caer are thas broke 







betes Cetcept dietratin ane 


three dimensional Faquee. 










= Fans’ Choice 


This Super Trooper 
Has All the Best Toys 


Star Wars action figure collectors 
are aincady familiar wath the Fang’ Choke 
series, through which Hasire gives fans the 
Pwner bo decide ome of the neat Figures by 
WoRtiney Gn 105 Wek Sine AL vate Serra, hess- 
bea.com, The first choke wae Duras, an alien 
from the cantina in A Mew Hage, The second 
and third Fane’ choices were Amanaman and 







more far voted far the char- 
Scter they wanted to see 
brought te life in 4 34° scale, 
and the competition has 
become mare heated with 
each campaign! 

The latest Fans Choice poll 









TOY BOX 





Ephant Mon, bath fram Jabba’s Palace in 
Reto of the Jedi. With each poll, more and 


Bo 


" 
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ee 
+ Mars films. His wishoamany palnginegs 


was comducted last May. Theat 
Went Many Qreat Characters bo 
choose from, inchuicire an 
lenperial Digritary arel Myrna fren 
ihe Expanded Universe. When the yates were 
Talliesd, the winmer ot ihe fourth Fane Cheoece 
poll was The Mothers Stormircoper, 4 figure 
Taken from Whe concept arterork Aalph 
Motwani created for A Mew Hose The 
trooper, wha never appeared on soren, edged 
out General Risekan by a handful of votes 
McQuarrie. a talented conceptual amiss 
with an incrediale imagination, served as 
one of the major creatine forces 
behind all three classic trilogy Star 


and concept drawings broughs he 
life characters such as Damh Vader, A2-Do. 
and starmireapers—as well as kecataones like 
Tarooine—whith had previnusly exisned any 
in the mind of George Lucas, Te fired out 
nian about Ralph MoQwarre, ard to see his 
arteork, visit palphmequarrie.com. 

In Gesigning the MeQuarrie Storntrocper 
figure, Hashie wanted ta endure the highest 
level of authenticity aad detail bo the original 
Corcep! an. Since the character dd mot. 
appede or film in that form and existed arly 
63 &@ beoedimensional Mustration, we needed 
bo take some liberties in creating a three 
dimensional figure. There are two main differ: 






Concept Art 
Waray chetechy drome Ralph Wie Quarnie sconces 


Bends de inch appear im the meysie, 


ences betreen the orginal concept design 
from MeGuanié and the actual Stormtroapers 
Sen in ihe movies. First, although the overall 
Bore] art far the anor design is quite simi- 
lar ta the movie, there are distinct diferences 
inthe helmet design and proportion. Chamgas 
were also made from the orginal conoept art 
tothe bodyanmar yau soe lin the months ta 
allow for actor monet. The second differ. 
ence is that the original concept art featured 
the stanmtracper with a lightsaber, While this 
obviously newer made it lata the films, it was 
Intriguing Ta soe a Biormtnoger armed wilh a 
lightsaber, The Blade of ge concept 


































eth than 4 movie traditional lightsaber, The 
concep? art showed a lightsaber that flared at 
the base of the blade and tapered up toa 
point 50, we decided ta take the opportunity 
to some fun and experiment with a bagger 
blade for the actian figure lightsaber. To get a 


slorntraoper's lightiaber rad portrayed dilFer- 


lightsaber 
effect reflective of the concept arf, ihe 

dear blue color willbe insert molded with a 
glow-in-the-dark care. This is a totally mess 
and innovative approach ta manufacturing 
the lightsaber in an effart to give it a “glow 
ing® effect. 


The overall process to develop this figure 
takes a lithe over a pear. Mter initial concept 
approval from Lucasfilm and tallying the final 
wotes from the Fans Choice poll, a sculpt 
input image was creabed to show in great 
detail hoe the three-dimensional figure 
should be dewdoped. This flat design of the 
stonmiroa per will serve as a guide For the cre: 
ation ofa model of tha fiqure that is initially 
soli pted out of waco. 

The sculpt Input drawing gives detailed 
instructions to the sculptor as to the sqruc- 
Tire, scale, and pewtuine of the modal, 
Additionally, (he paris breakdown and aicu- 
lation ofa figure, 25 well a5 any accessories oe 
Spexial features that the figquré has, are 
denoted on the saulpt ingubk As pou can 
see fram the sculpt input, this figure vil 

came with @ lightiaber, blaster rifle, 


shield and a base representing the comoepa 
for the Floor of the Death Star corridos. iin 
addition, the figure will have ball-and-socket 


shoulder articulation and elbow, beg, ared lott 
hand articulation to allow fare ta reorgate the 
scone depicted iin the artwork, 

The fiaet step in the pricess is create ihe 
waee soulpa, Using the sculpting mpul dacu- 
Ment @ sculpior makes a three-dinensional 
figure aut of wax, Alter tie wax sculpt 
developed, duplicates are created out of a 
harder material which can then be painted. 
This final model if then sent ta Ching for 
mass production. The stormbrooper figure is 
current in production and will be available 
in stores Later this year. 

Hasbro is in the process of developing the 
nest Fans’ Choice figure poll scheduled for 
later this year. Keep checking wan stanaars. 
hasbrowcom ta be part of the action. If you've 
newer participated imthe Fans Chealce pall, 
it's wen aay. After logging an to the website, 
OU cast your woe for ane of the figure 
choices avaiable, Only one vere per fan is 
alowed, andl all wates are reviewed before 
the wirmuer is revealed, 

While thee Fans’ Choice polls are a great 
way for you to influence upooming figures, 
you can speak with ous personally at the 
Locoming Comic-Con convention in San 
Deeqa, California uly 17-20), and the 
Wizard Work convention in Chicago, illinais 
(Auguest 8-5). ki! 
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| The Jedi Return to the Star Wars TCG in Full Force 

























mary ef ihe bermelies of a sacked 
unit in one card, Nat to be lef 
out, Bounty Munbers Jango Fett, 
Zam Vesell, and Aura Sing arc 


For over a thausand generations 
the Jedi Knights were the quardaans of 
peace and justice in 
the Old Republic” This 
jedi heritage 
described by ObieWwan 
Kenobi returns to the 
Star Wars Trading 
Card Game this July, 
when Wizards of the 
Coast nekeases the 
105-card expansicn 
Jedi Guardians, 
with characters and 
events from Agtack as the final fight sequence" 


back to give the Dark Side more 

STACKING POWer, 

Neeviy stackaile Space arid 

Ground unets include Tyranus‘s 
Solar Sailer anc 
Geonoslan Soeeder, 
Shave 1, cams Airspeeder, 

Obi-Warrs Staetighter, 

and Padendé's Yacht 









nice end-battle scenes as well 
= 


Secure the 





of the Clones. The Some cards also Inehusie origi- Parameter 
epic confrontations that nal anwwork created emcls- With mew arenes. of inter 
come with being guardians of an entire sively for the Star Wart TOG, action between and autide 
galery bring a peewertul cast of mew and as fas been the case im pre- of the three arenas of com- 
returning characters, further interaction Vitus expansions bal. units can coordinate 
Gepaveen anid Gutside the Bartle arenas, Bw AQ the mgin contenders their battle plan more than 
more abilities, and a nee way to win. from the Attack of rhe Clones and Sith aver before, One of the enciz- 
Rising expansions are back, many with the ing new feabures ame wining that may antack 
Filoting and Accuracy abilities introduced in PRERBALED UnetS att che Build zone. Ob Wian's 
4 third expansion based predominantly on the 4 hew Hope expansion. Among ihe Starfighter, Plo 





Episode tl cones In the wake of teem classic recurring characters are Yoda, Mace Windu, Koon, Zam tWesell, 


LL 

oO 

<— 
Ora Sx PwslOns, Jet Guardians prodded an dred Ob-Wan Kenobi who can finalh 

LJ Sp Portlanity bo lg Stung new images pilot his om starfighter. Anakin and 
from Ariack af the Closes not previously used Padmé also hans new werslons that 

Ww in the game “The Star iors TOG nuns across complement each other, reflecting the 
all eras, and we liked the idea of breaking up teamwork they employed during the 

LL the four classic-era sets with a prequel ser in battle of Georodis. To help these out, 
the middly,” says David Eckelbeny, Lead there are many new eerivals including a 

= Developer for the Spar Wars TOG. “Even with full Jedi Council and a farniliar face from 
SiTN Pasing, we dide't have a finished film to The Prantom Menace, Quilon Jinn, 

<[ work with when we werk to press. There The Gark Side sees the retunn of Sith 
were scenes and images that we wanted to Lords Darth Sidious and Tyramus, as well 

a show off 25 soon as we could, many of thes 45.4 mew version of Garth Maul that gets 
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and Jange Fert are 

among the units with this fears, 
The Dark Side can se lp an arribiish by 

facrilicing new Trade Federation wines in 
Space of Ground, Diu gaining 5 build pains 
that can Be uted to build another Trade 
Federation unet in the albemate arena during 
the Battle theo. The Trade Federation Oraid 

| Bamber at 60 Speed is the first Starfighter 

with the bombard option of attacking unas 

| on the ground. 

The Light Side will find distributing forces 

Bbebveen the arenas to be sasler with assis 
tance from the Gondola Soeeder, a Graund 
unin that allows a Character from the Soace 
arena to be moved inte the Characiwer arena 
urine thee nreidiclke af the Greurd battle Sep, 
In aehdition. af the aad of ihe Ground bare 
Yep, 4 opeeder Pilot verso of Anakin 
Skinwalker can move inte the Character arena 

| from the Geound arena. 


False Retreat 
| With the fighting spilling outside the arenas, 
! retrested units mow havea way to strike back 
| Reseveseone of the ho new abilities found 
allows retreated units with 
this ability to affect the battle in muttiple 
ways. Reserves abilities that can be acthvated 


in Jedi Guardians 


during battle include attacking an appa 
nent’s retreated units, preventing damage te 
unéts in battle, ar giving unets other strategic 
advantages. Reserves abiligies that allow play- 
6Fs 1o gain Force, et 
extra build 
points, or craw 
dards, car be 
Played only dur- 
ing the bud ep. 
Darth Tyranus has 
4 Reserve ability 








suiné to frustrate the 
Light side: Guring 
battle he can remo 
up to 2 build coun- 


hers fram a lace-denan card of hi 
choice in his oppomenn’s build zoe, 


It's Overkill, Master 

The second mew abalty introduced is called 
‘Overkill. An attacking unit with this ability 
mary divide hits in excess of the defending 
unit's health beteveen that unit and amceher 
unit in the same arena. The Overkill ability 
uzes 2 unit's own power, which means it can 
be enhanced with a power boost. Naturally 
high-power unit cards with this ability—such 
ai the &- power Battle Grok! Division or the 
stackable Daeth Tyranus—ail ensure that 
successtul dice rolls are mot wasted an small 
Targets, Counesy ef the mewtral Battle cards 
Furigus Change and Tactical Leadership, 
Crrerkill can aloo be applied to ame or all units 
in an arena of choke for a burn 


Standing Before the Council 
The task of presiding over the quardians of the 
Republic makes ft necessary that each of the 
bechre Council Members comes with an array 
of abilities befitting Jedi Masters. Yoda, at 13 
build points, now holds the tale for the most 
expensive Character unit in the game and 
prowess why no ane can rival him as a swords 
man, For 3 Force he can untan and attack 
again with his 8 power. He is sue to cuthast 
most of his oo ponents with a durable abiliry ta 
pay 2 Force and evade 4. damage. Mace Windu 
ID) cores with the new Ceeckill ability and 
Qeves all Jedi on the tale +1 pores, Gah 
Council Members haw Reser ard Piloting 
abdities, incising Saesee Tin, who car Get 
behind the contees of a lege number of 
Starshipe, as he Fa (he ability bo pila Capital 
Shes, Starhghters, and Trargparts 

The Jedi Council doesn't need to control 
hyo arenas bo beat the Dark Side, thanks to 
the qevw O-build-cost Mission card, Jedi 
Council Quorum, which reads: “When this 
turmends, if you hawe ¥ or more Council 
Members in any arena or build zone, you win 















the game.” Ta helo with this, 
the mission tard apaly named “Gather the 
Courecil,” slows & player—tor 5 build 
poinks—te search his or her deck to pull out 
any number of deferent Counce iWembers, 
gaining 1 Force for each. With some Council 
Kiembers, build costs being 
as low as 3 ared 4, the Light 
Side can get the quorum 
assembled aned win the 
game before the Dark 
Side knows whist 
hilt ig, 

Players using 
ghee Council 
ftlemibers wil 
Wart To be om the 
logkout for a saire-1o- 
Be-popular cori 
only the Dark Sade can 
explo. Bobs Feit 
fram the Jedi 
Guardians expansion 
gives any Patrol Ship 
he pilots the ability 
to attack 2 undt in 
the Oharacter arena 
instead of the 
“nace arena using 
5 pomver plus any 
other affects, 
Combining this 
with the mew Slave 7 which has Accuracy 
Zand +2 Power wher atlacking a Jedi, means 
Pow Boba Fee cae easily iooce an average 
Of five oF cix hits each lime he atacks & Jedi 
in the Character arena fromm Seace—an 
arnaunt of damage many Council Members 
tannat survive. As Obi-Wan knows ail too 
well, this can be a terrible distraction during 
battle. Still, any Gark-side player intent on try 
ing to hunt down and destroy the Pedi would 
do well to beevare. In the Jedi Guardians 
expansion, the Jedi's ability ta use the Force 
has by ma meares dimmirishapd. ae! 
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Mes hes | by Haden Blackman 


Gungan Din 


Cio Lafs- 
tar bh 


ars Galaxie: b, De® Pasi ly 


LULL | 


Tuli player online gare (MR set in the 
Shay Wars universe, has just entered the thard 
phase of an intensive beta program intended 
1d Tat all #lements of the game. ith the 
imtradwction of thousands of new beta 
fester, Lucsarrts and Sony Ondine 
Entertainment hawe tumed ther attention po 
Naboo, ane of the tem planets targeted for 
compiletion by the launch of the game, 


Episode | Touchstone 
The plamets inched in Stor Mars Galaxies 
iene Solmeched bora variety oF reasons, but 





ore of The moet ingorant criberia was a 


Sirang connection to the films. Endar, Yavin 





4, and Tatocine—all well known locations 

from the classic trilagy—=are prominently fea- was an atiractive choice for the designers and 
tured in Stor Mars Galaxies, However, the work bulderd because of it: wide range of 
team also wanted tolnclude a touchstone to Larrea) Eype’, creatures, and paints of interest. 
the prequel trilogy, and thus Naboo became Because of its diwersity of terrain [which 
a candidate for Indusionin the game, Nabos indude ornate cities, sams, mountzins, 

ared pilaines}, Fae Was Oe 
of the east difficult plarecs 
to build, The team decided yergon of Theed. The world builders then 
Tie tise the plane as a case pogulated the cities with monplayer charac 
Mlidy forall other worlds bo ters (NPCs) to provide missions, training, 
follow. The terrain for Haboo information, and amblenmes 


was Conleted well before While the cities were taking shape, crher 





the beginning of beta, but designers were defining Naboo's ecosystems 


that is only one part of cre and devaloping “spawn tables” that deter- 
ating an active aned immiaor ming what types of oregiuires and hostihe 
sive wrorkd. HPCs plapers can encounter in the wild. Less 
With the terrain com- axpemenced characles can expect to battle 


Pecte, city Guihders spent weak thugs and diseased nunas Those whe 





weeks Gullding ard retild- iravel fanther into the swamps might stumbhe 


ing all of Maker's najoe Stross giant night spiders, hungry felines nae- 


GAMESCAPE 





enies, incliding a sprarvling glatches, or even Gungars... 
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Gungan Patrols 
Gungans in Star Mors Galaxies dreporrayed 
as hardy warriors when cam be cbrenmer hy 
dangensus depending upan a player's 
aoiond in the game, These players who 
make a habet of antagonizing o killing 
Gunganié will discover that (he species can 
be 4 formidable enemy. Traveling the 
wm becomes perilous 26 Gurganh Sats 
and warriors attack from all sides, 

A Gungan's reaction toa player is based 
on a Getailed reputation sysbem that runs 
throughout the game. A player's actions can 
Increase or decrease his reputation with wari- 
ous qraupe in the game; in fact, 2 single 
action might change a player's reputation 
veith multiple groups simultaneously. A 
player who halls Jawan loses face with 
Tatooine’s Jawa clans but gains standing with 
The kecal Tusken Raklors. Those players with 





extremely high reputation with a specific 
Qqraup might gain access to special HPCs (like 
Bods Madd oe Jabba the Hun), while those 
with incredily low reputation will fired cher 
selves attacked ower and over again, perhaps 
even in seemingly safe aress like cities, 
Naboo's New 


One of the challenges of bringing Naboo inte 


Star Wars Galaxies invalved updating the 
planet's history to cover the period between 
Episodes Mf and fv. This task was made more 
difficult by the fact that when the designers 
were first feshing aut Naboo, Antack ofthe 
Clones was still in preproduction. 
Fortunarely, the design team was able ta 
work with Luce Licensing to dewelop a wer: 
son of Nabe apprapriaie 60 whe Galactic 
Civil War timefrarne, 

According bo Star ors Galaxies, Mako 
remiaina é fairky @astorad worked, ches pine phe 
ive af the Empire, Alvhough Mabe is Rowe 
to numercus mperials and ewer hosts one of 
the Emperar’s strongholds, the Habs Chien 
selves have managed to preserse much of 
their culture. They remain 4 largely democra- 
fic society ruled by an elected monarch. As 
during the prequel era, Maboo gain the mqht 
bo vote after passing aptibude tests that 
determine intellectual maturity, and politics 


aders are often far younger than ther peers 
en ether workds, The Naboo are still an 
extremely peace peoples, focusing all of 
their energies into an, sclence, and educa- 
on. They maintain thee Pogal Security Poeces 
bo protect ther cities [roe rabble-rouser ane 
criminals, but they have ra ardirig arnry. 
The cunnent mananch, Chussen Kilant ha, 
appears to be extremely loyal ta the Emperor, 
but she has yet to dissolve the Maboo Royal 
Advisory Council of impose any significant 
changes Inthe Naboo's democratic structure 
These inactians have led ta speculation about 
where the Ciscen'’s loyalties truly lic, 

Possibly ihe baggest difference between 
Naboo during she prequel time period and 
the Naboo of Shar Mars Galawies ip the mole of 
the Gungard. When inperial forces arrived on 
Naboo, allegedt to protect Tre planes 
reigurees. the Gurigan population migrared 
deeper into the dwarnps, yet again Bolating 
themselves from the rest of Mabod, Gungans 
in the game are reclusive ane parancid, 


The Emperor's Retreat 
Perhaps the most compelling new additian ta 
Haboeo Is the Enoerce’s Retreat, a lewish 
ingtailagion hidden in the Haboo wilderness. 
The retreat is home to a number of significant 
HPCs, including an imperial inquistor and 
ether high-rankine officials. Players who 
serve The Empire faithfully will be able to 
work, Their way continually degpar into the 
retreal, evennually encountering and nga 
ing erissions fro Darth Vader and, on acca: 
Son, the Emperor hirell 

Like many of Die earls im Shar hes 
Galaxies, Naboo also has. Rebel presence, 









The Alliance traops on Maboo are cautious. 
for fear of being revealed to the Empire, 
but they still provide aspiring Rebels with 
roilssiors 


Dangerous Ground 

Alrhough Naboo is known as a peaceful 
planet, it has a large number of threats in 
game te allow for multiple adventuring 
Apporluneties. Aside froin thee mune ross ona 
lurei—many of which are willing to atack on 
sight—explorers are bound fo shumible across 
pirabes, smugglers, and other criminals. in 
fact, Maioo is home to 4 Hurt crime lord 
named Barwa. First inbroduced in LucasArts’ 
Patth: for Naboo, Barve is a cagey gunrunner 
who maintains «hidden lairon Maboo. With 
the galiey in conflict, Borvo has become 
quite wealthy and far bodder. His cronies can 
be found all across the planet, usually man- 
ning small smuggling outposts. 


The Unsettled Worlds 


The Shar Wars Galaxies beta testers have hed 





access to five “sta 
Nabe, the Nabe moon of for. Comellia, and 
Tahud) for 2eseral months, They ve explored 


ing” planers (Tatacerne, 


the cities and wiklermess on these worlds, 
fighting the local crevirnals are creatures to 
efm onedits and valuable experience, Sian, 
however, the development team will begin 
opening other worlds for the testers to 
explore. These “unsettled worlds” range from 
fog-enshrouded Dathamir to mysterious 
Emdor to the anarchistic pirate planet called 
Lok. Shar Wars inser will soom explore the 
Jungs of Yavin 4, the plains of Gantosine, 
ane other key bacathans, 


STAR WARS INSIDER 65 





}) Shortly before Episode | hit theaters 
back in 1998, fans salivating for a peck at the 
carly years of the Stir Morr saga got an unex: 
Pected treat frac an even earker time a 
Series of young adult books 
exploring the adventures of a 
12-ear-ald Ghi- Wan Kenobi 
and his Master, Quleaen Jinn, 

Creer the nineteen books 

she wrote in Scholastic’: 2- 

book Jedi Appreeitice series, 
Jude Watson gaye readers 
plenty of mernorable charac- 
ters and works to viasit 

(Trivia butfs take mate: The 
first boc, Tig Aising Forté, #as penned by 
veteran Shar Wors author Dave Wobverton.| 
But Watson also cradted a longer, subtler story 
over those books, one that eqploned the ups 
and downs of the often-difficult but ultimately 
wann rolatianship Qui<Gon and Obi-Wan 
forged as Master and Padawan. As Eplscorte i 
neared, Watson and Scholastic then mowed 
Onto The Jedi Quest series and an exarnina- 
Thon af toi-Wen's relationship with his own 
Padawan, the supremely talented and wacky 
traubled Anakin Skye. 

4 pair of “Special edition” mow 
eli—2001's Deceptions and 7002's 
The Fallgvess—linked the tad 
series, throwing challemoes at Qui- 
Gon and Obi-Wan that were inter 
Hed by Obi-Wan and Anakin, and 
leviing Watson consider tn very 
different relationships between 4 
Master and an Apprentice. 

Move, Watson amd! Scholastic are 
taking the sane tack with July's Legacy 


BOOKSHELF 
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Always Four | 
There Are... 


| Scholastic Traces. the Jedi Legacy 
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LEGACY oF THE JEDI 
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of phe Jed 0512.95), But this third “special exti- 
Ton” 16 Tar core than what's come before 

This time Scholastic editor David 
Levithan says, the comtrast lant between 
Tad pairs of Masters and Appremices, but 
among four. fund as a nesult, Stes Wars far 
will get ta peer back ewen funher in time, 
tracing an adventure that beging rare than 








fifty years before Episode 






Vand ultimately inans nearly seven decades. 

Ag Levithan explains, Scholastic knee it 
Wanbed to take neaders back to the much- 
lowed Jedi Apprentice series but ako wanted 
te go beyond the previous “special edition” 
books. Doubling the number of generations 
involved would satisfy both goals, telling a 
more complex story and giving Watson twa 
more chances to consider Masters and 
Padawan against the unchanging backdrop 
af the Jedi Terple, (Levithac says Scholastic 
SoMpped an early ides to geo all the way back 
to when oda was young. deciding that was 
*rare Thar we could chew.) 

legacy of the Jedi begins with 12-ynareedd 
Deck and his fend Lowian Mod, tracing Pena 
the reltionshep between the two Padawan 
sours inte bitter rivalry that ends with Lorian’ 
expulsion From the Jedi Oreier. The story ther 
jumps shead thirteen years te Dooku ad his 
Aporentice, Qui-san, who discover Lorian hae 
become a space plmite. Thirty-taa yeard alter 
that, Qui-Gon amd G&i-Wfan eriist inwestigate a 
dispute benween Ainctian $ and it moon 
Oelaluina—hostilities Lorian could be at the 
heart of Ared finally, Wathen takes us to the 
Clone Wark and a last encounter with Loran 

Nioel—one that ads toa fateful mecting 

Betveen Obi-Wan, Anakin, and Gaokw on 

a war-torn Planet. 

‘The challenge was, “Chay, pou hae 
these four generations. What thes ther 
tagether? ~ Levithan cays. “Wwe didnt 
want it to be a collectian of sheart stories. 

buwta novel in four parts~ 

Levithan says Watson was happy for the 
chance to tell another tale of Obi-Wan and 
QuisGon, observing, TW think she missed 















44Dooku's lust for power is mirrored by 
Anakin's struggle to resist power's lures, 
and all four Jedi must confront what 

others see—perhaps correctly, perhaps not, 
as their essential flaws.” 


Quilon and his dynamic with Obi Mian— 

wee all missed QuitGorc” But Legacy ale lets 
Wateen eaplorc a new relationship she found 
iniriguing—that of QuiGon, who grows up to 
become something ofa renegade, and Gooku, 
‘eho is destined to fall under Garth Sidiaus" 
Spell ane become a Dark Lord of the Sith. 

By looking at four young Jedi 2 oncial peri- 
ode in their training and in their eclationships 
wilh their Masters, Legacy of the Arai bets 
Watton 21 up rescciances betaveen the four 
bores. Dooku's ust for power ik mirrored by 
Arakin’s struggle to resist porver's lures, and 
all four Jedi nase canfrong what others sec 
perhaps conmeciy, perhaps mot—as thelr 
essential flaws. While thee Jed) Quest books 
have considered Cibi-Wwaer's difficult relation 
ship with Anakin in light of his own warm rela 
thonship with QuitGon, Legacy les Watson alee 
contrast that with & mew dyna: CuGoe's 
coldly professional dealings with Dee. Then 
there's the failed Jedi Lorian Med ane his shit 
ing allegiances; Lewthan says that Watson has 
done an incredible job with hirn—and esge- 
cllly with his dynamic with Dooku.” 

But what about that ending? How ean 
Anakin, ObF Wan, and Dooku really Ge (Percent 
together before a certain much-anticipated 
mowe comes out in 20057 Cautsoudhy, Leith 
faye “We had to be very, very careful about 


having this wery interesting encounter, but mot 
altering the course of events before Epc IIL" 

hile the prospect of imagining 4 young 
Court Dooku ar QGuleGon Jinn sounds ire- 
sible, in either case Levithan wame that the 
author must be carefull "not to creabe 4 carica- 
ture of the adult in the child" 


Young Jedi of All Eras 


6 dedi dace end wal Berean, of Coe 


anil mimneirey trem 6 


g tes ares ree 


Walton's cnet, he says, wie to awold 
exploring what kind of child a Padaean 
as, Ine measuring him agains gore 
thing that is a corstant for all of then: the 
Jedi Temple and 83 unchanging credingions, 
“It's interesting ta define them in Tat tare 
work by how they deviate Tren the aren,” 
Levithan say 








Lewthan saw wiiting your Dooku as one 
of Watson's biggest challenges, “Luckily, Juche 
has such an understanding of her characters 
that she got to know how lhe ticked,” le says, 
adding, “a bot af care was put inte the cherac- 





terization” Gooku isa Jedi for most of the 
book, be notes, and he ian't simply poetrayed 
a5 “this bad seed waiting to happen.” 

Secing Dooku at age thirteen. Levilhan 
acknowledges, humanizes a character readers 
kno! as a vilain—something that’s alsa true of 
Anakin and of Boba Fett in Scholestic’s teed 
series dedicated ta their youthhul acwenbures. 
Wiha mating that Scholastic has shvays bied bo 
avoid making such characters boo sympathetic, 
Levithan says, “You try to luminate why they 
Turreed out the way they tured out. it does 
make it more intersting. because you're shave 
ing that they could have gone either way." Fi 
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Take a Walk on the Dark Side 
with Jedi: Count Dooku 


You know those classic Universal honor 
movies Frank Whenple, Jghip Tinta, ard Or, 
David feed? You don't? Thats because the 
STLidied ene hat in aS Csirieg. In peered) Ee 
filrns nat atper their herces but their villains— 
Thre Mien, Tie i fein, ard Tie Credroane 
from the Black Lageant—and the rest is cin- 
ema highory, 

Fictional villains ane often move entertain- 
ing than their good-gury counbenparts, and 
Star efor has understood this from the 
beginning. Darth Vader is.nowa cultural icon, 
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ver-Tongued Devi 


Lk cit hee 


— 
pte sae Yl 


invoked whenever 4 comimen- 
Lalor wens Lo conjure an 
image of dark-hearted malevo- 
lenoe. Darth Maul, with his jack- 
o-lantemn tattoos and 
double-bladed lightsaber, was 
far and avary the most popular 
villain of Episode i: The 
Phantom Menace. In Eplsoce 1: s * 
Attock ofthe Glanes, Chrisopher § 
Lee's Count Dooku cuts a dash- 
img Figure an a charismatic Sah 


Lord who heads the galactic 
Separatist movement, operat 
ing under the nom de guene 
Gasth Tyrants. The schennimg 
Coody Is ther latest subject of 
Star Wars Jed. Dark Horse's 
Clone Wars era title focusing 
on the Republic's key Chore 
Wars figures. 

"We all hawe dadk impulses, 
Get mast of is pestrain our- 
hele” Cat otin Ostrander, 
wiiter Of Star Wiad Jedi: Conant 
Deaku. Through the bad 
guys we get to vicariousty and 
jafely experience 3 release 
that we wouldn’t—hope- 
fully=indulge ourselves Im 
And they often seem to be 
having fun, They enjoy what 


yy 


= 


a. 





“Count Dooku was a respected Jedi 
before he turned—or Was turned—to the 
dark side?” John Ostrander 


they do. A good villain should enjay being a 
villain. They want what they want when they 
want It because they want if, and nothing 
eha in the uniwerse really magrers,” 

Artist Jan Daursenia is well severe of Court 
Dooku's place im The pantheon of Sra Mars vil- 
Ging, aed she is excited about capturing the 
fogwe im pencil and ink. “Arng the Sith Lords, 
he 16.2 challenge be bry lo capture,” she 
coplaing, Wader i power and smoldering beror 
hidden behind a mask; Maul is fury and rege 
unfiewshed. Bot Ooo & like that eerie calm 
just before a storm—condained and threaten 
ing, secure in the nature of his own power” 

As a “thinking person's Sith.” Dooku stands 
in sharp contrast to Miaul's pit-bull ferocity. 
Oooku's temotathon of Cb Wan Benet in 
Episode Il proves that his words are even 
more Gangertus than his ourved-hardled 
lightsaber, “ldont think Deku sees hina 



























as a bad guy,” says Duureema. “I wonder if he 
believes—or once baliaved—in what he tald 
Ob-Wfan on Geonosis, that the mason he lef 
the Jedi and the Republic was because of the 
conruption he saw here, Did his fall ta the 
dark side begin a3 burning Rdealigen and a 
desire to change sometherg he saw was 
wrong with the Republic? Hopefully this story 
will bring some of this to Sgt." 

Back in March, the debut ue of fedi 
focused on Mace Windu and aahed some 


tough questions about loyalty and 

truth by presenting several Jedi 

Knights who weren't so sure they were 

fighting on the right skde. Jedi: Cowart 

Doaky promises to shed more light 

éenthis puzzle of murky marality, 
exploring hew Dooku seduces others 
be the Separatist cause and to the 
dark side of The Perce. “Can someone 

Fall to the dark side for all the right rea 

sone? mused Cetrancder, “T thank this 

issue vill treet the reader fo Sone very 
unexpected events.” 
Ostrander aqrees with bas collate 
ratar that, like mad! villains, Gaunt 

OGooku is unlikely to look af hase! a5 

a force for evil, despite the connola- 

thang of the label “dark side” “For char- 

acters like Dooku, | think ‘good’ and 

‘evil are meaningless terms,” he says. 

"Now that they are sociopaths but 
that their concern is power. They 
would soe good and bad as moral 
definitions designed to keep ogherrs in 
check. don't ink Book defines 
himself as qead or back i qhink he pos 
himself ae a porverful being who is alo 
werg, very clever.” 

But hold on a minute. The series is 
called Jeci—in't #4 coniradketion 
bo focus an entire Eswe on 8 5iph? 

"Root a7 all” answers Ostrander, 

"Count Dock was a nespected dedi 

before he tumed—ar was turned—bty 

qhe dark side The focus of the series if 
not only about the individual Jedi but 
what it means to be a Jedi, A figure is 
sometines detined by the shadows It 
throvasd ac evell ag the light it cepcuples.” 

In fact, Doaku's rejection of has pass might 

make hint undgque amen his Bath Grethren 

Maul agpears 10 have been a Sigh from the 

beginning, while Wader's fall has ahvays car- 

ried with it an air of tragic rege By coritrast 

Dooku seems to heave embraced the dark sade 

actively, whether for personal power, political 

reformation, or reasons unfathomable, 

“Throughaut mythology, the fallen angels are 

always the most interesting,” says Duursemea. 

"Their stares appeal ta the darker nature in 








curelves, As we watch them Gescend 
into darknet, wecanwalkiniheir big at 
black boots for 4 whadle—tearing i the 
scenery and making mayhem, feeling qed 
to Feel bad—ared still walk out the other side 
back into the light 5 Mtle wiser about Gur- 
sehwes for having keoenn ther.” 
Ostrander and Quursemé are beeping 
mumon the comic's plot secrets, but both 
ane bursting with exctement anticipating 
the fain reaction. “This issue is going to stun a 
lot of readers, and you can quote me on 
that.” Quursema promises. Ostrander i even 
mere blunt. When asked how this sue of 
Jedi ditters fram paeviaus iinstallmerits, 
Ostrander says simply, “because the ‘bad 


Guy wink.” id 
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Stuck in a Hairy Situation 


Lr 


» On Monday, April 23, Y979, Mark Harnill gained a whole new ete chen wcragec with pant ¢ 


spective on Elstree Studios im London. He wad suepended upside down 
alongaide simulated frozen stalactives. Below him, stalagmites rose from 
the stage floor amid a covering of artificial snow. it was the lair of his cape 
tar The wanmnpa, ard this was not their first encounter. 

Filming on The frgine Strikes fock began the previous month in Finse, 
Honway, the real-world location for the ice planet Hoth, Stam Freeborn 
and the makeup effects depanmoent created a complex wampa suit of 
fiberglass cowened in goat fur to be won by & 10° performer Des Webb, 
Eighteen-inch stilts bullt into the begs increased Webb's already substantial 
heigh? to over 10 feet, and his hands were located at the wampa's elbows 
te contrel arm estersioess, geaing him further peach and huge mechanical 
awe, Webb had practiogd walking in the studio priar ta shosting, but ihe 
neal tennain in Morey proved ta be too much. A wooden frarmnesark weh 
overhead pulleys and cables was constrected to enable hirn te stand up on 
location. Undortunately, it proved impossible for Webb to maintain his balance walking inthe 
deep snow while dragging a fake Luke, Mest ef the location shots of the wampa were aban- 
doned, with the exception of Luke's being knocked from his tauntaum, The arm of ihe wama 
suit could not be raised high enough for the attack, so an extra durnimy ann mounted ona 
pole was made to overcome the Emitation. (t tock several takes of the crew batting Mark 
Harnill froen his tauintaun te complete the shot successfully, 

After the difficulties with the wampa suit on location, the creature didn’t fair much better In 
attacks on the Rebel base when the production moved inte the studio. This sub-plot of several 
wampas wreaking havoc and crashing theough the wally of the base was ultimately scrapped 
due to problems with the physical effects. Des Webb donned the suit for the last time during 
shooting inside the wampa’s cave. In the final 
film, he is seen beigfly iin a lew glimpaes of fur 
obscured by ice formations and then rushing 
at Luke with claws outstretched. nce Mark 
Hamill was back an hisfeet, he attained his 
Fewernge against the 2em that beat him im 
Norway. When he swung his lightsaber, the 
Stagehands did mot swing back—rhey merely : 
tossed the severed ware ann to the grou. i : as . : To) past 
Additional warmpia fontage, using ILM: Howie f ™ Md / tert or of the 
Weed Inside the suit, was shot far 1997's = ; He 
release of the Empire Special Edition, 
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Is the Transamerica Tower 


in Episode ||? 


“Mine's bigger.” to, mine's bigger” It 
weet finally time for the dreaded Fett show 
down, But was | up to ink 

Of course, following Yoda's wise dictum, 
[dant go around boasting about size, 
Neither docs Jeremy Bulloch, known by Sar 
Wars fant everwhere as the orginal Boba 
Fett. But Jeremy and | have lang teased each 
other about the site of cur respective Boba 
Fett callectians, He didn't set aut to have a 
eallection as such, but one day after one of 
his convention appearances he realized how 
much stuff he had aequired—somme pur 
chases, bots of gifts from fans—ard, encour- 
aged by his wife Maureen, set up a special 
noon In his house in London te gather it alll 
ve egged him ona bit, tae. 

Noe fereriy and hlaurcen were coming to 
spend a few days with me, aed the “challenge 
was to begin. Te make along story sheet, | thirik 
Toba not by much, He's been a very 
acquisithies bounty hunter. But when | shored 
him the Japarese Boba Fett leather motorcycle 
jacket, helmet and glewes, | think he was reacy 
to cry wick In the spirit of good sporteman: 
shig—and because | know he's going ta 
redouble his elferts—t'l call lta 
staridalt .. .almeass! 


Poster Proofs 
Iwould really appreciate 

SOM &kpert advice on Star 
Wars movie posters, | have 
eamoed what |¢an on the 
Mibenmet ower the last few years, 
but a real expert opinion would 
be heloful. lam tring to avoid 
Baying tap doWar for a Fado, 


ve STae 


WLEE RE IBER 





Maybe you could point me in the right direc- 
tion for buying onginals, Ake, who is the bes 
COMpAany that dees reprints? | have so many 
questions! fs there a book that has all the infaor- 
mation | could wat on mode Posters [espe- 


cially Stor Pea}? Your help 
?WOUK be really appreciated. 
ERIC BRADLEY 
Aloha, OR 


Wihdhe coincidence Tour ferrer 
annved shortly after | gar 
copy of ov dmasing new book 
for ai mows foster éoitectors, 
whenher just torting eur or 
old pros. i's Learn abet 
Movie Posters, nanitten by Ba! 


Bounty Hunter Turned Collectar 
Jiteny Bulloch models 2 modern Fatt ensemble 
ide o dtatue of his classic active. 





& Susan Pook, Isratime collectors, dealers, amd 
ogerators ofa realy helo! website, 

ww LeaniAboutVowePostericam. (vou 
Cdn bap the $2505 book ota 28 discount fan 
the sited The 400+ page book tes bow te apor 
fhe differences between dunhentic mower 
Porters ang canvirercial cyanate, sired aveni- 
dive. how fo spat booting. demestic and far. 
eign size variations .....and sa much mare. tt 
ano Nes tots of ods for mraay of phe top anal 
most repunahie pater deniers fn ihe country, 
md Gets the mova reprint coripanies. 

Gronted, irs nord Star Wars poster booed, But 
fhe ben Ver of wariswide saga padters remains 
ihe second eaition of Tomart’s Price Guide te 
Workhwede Star Wars Collectiles, which lists 
Mod kaon Star Med posters up ta 1997, As 





foros fake poster, the main ome pou need to 
be wan afare the anginal Star Wars yl A, 
Advance, and C-fematiane!'—ibousands of 
which were boanlegged if the eer 1as—and 
the Rowenge of the Jedi Adverice seater, Moat 
bootings—ike the Heverrye falbey—eon be 
Spotted Andie ot muddy coter or smedged' 
Annting. Toma's giver denails an 
how to gpar phe eners, 


You Know the Drill 
Lam writing in responce 
boa leqper you published im Star 
Mifare Wisider isin Oo, in whch 
Dawid Wilton inejuined about 
what he could co to replace a broken 
Mace Windia lightaber. | had a similar prabe 
lam wilh KiAdi-liundi's lightsaber and 
Soloed it by using a small hobby drill aned bit. 1 
carefully drilled aut the end of the plestic 
Blade and removed the stuck plastic knob 
within the hilt. | then carefully inserted a 
Small piece of wire (actually froma papercip!) 
mite the end of the blade and supereglued it 
mite thee hilt. fe isa delicate job bug does work 
wary effectively. 

EDWARD HALLETT 

Halifax, Englane 


Thants, Ecward, A mognifving glace might aise 
be of ome assistance ta tiease od as ech, aire, 
oder eyes 


Power Lunchbox 

I recently diversified my Srar Wars collection 
by purchasing a vintage metal The crpine 
Strikes Bock lunchbax with its Theres bee- 
the, fust like the one that | carried throughout 
elementary school. The bow & light bhie 
overall with the tec lange sides of the bax 
picturing the first meeiing between Luke 
and Yoda on Dagebah and srowtiroapers at 
Echo Base respectively, The Thermos is red 
with a bluc top and pictures a persive Yoda 
onoane side, This bey holds tevencous sen- 
timental value and great mercies for me of 
chikdhood collecting during the original til- 
ogy en. | remember many friends having 
quate a variety of similar hinchboses—metal 
and plastic—fram the first 1hpee meses, 









Bitonas: eek bot @ Yoda Thermos, but they 







However, | have had some difficulty finding 
information abet these booed and price 
guides far them, Goukd you briefly explain 
the history of the viritage hinchboxes fram 
the orginal grilogy and how to ascertain 
their wabue? Thanks very much! 
BRIAN SHANK 
Winter Park, Florida 





Exniing your collecting te incluce 
Ps, Sl item char holds a special emo 
fora! appeal is one ar the best 
Femms Po Tvik fo (Ou outiole a spe- 
Cline nage, The evgiad! lumcibowes one 
gredt, apenkaly the petal anes with fae brat 
Hon Uimaeey. Ard pou con't beat tem fie 
el nesralgic open, sinee madd uunch dite * 
these days are wiry, 


i 


) 





Recise Wien dre io ming fanchbores, 
mete! and plesnc, O05, ord foreign free 
Teman’s Guided ers stick bere to the metal 
ames fran fhe LS. each of which bas tee olf 
ferent imaged, Front and back. There are fo 
varndnr of the orginal Star Wars boo, phe 
Fiesr elt dt ster field around the sides, and 
the fecend with art af some of the main char: 
Ofer of fhe tides. There ane tee different 
Emgire metal boxes. one using at, rhe other 


Of alte clifferent. Fimoily, bene is one meral 
fwichbos from Return of the Jedi, 
Gépending on condifan, the moral fuach= 
Based generclly sel for between $25 amd $45, Py fam id Sch e me: 
DOexay, this iin't exactly a collectibles question, 
Eau bo reve ti I Episode fl there ane meen crys- 
tal pyar set in chrome bases on Chancellor 
Palpatine’s desk. Are they Transamerica 
Pyramids? That is, crystal pyraniids of the 
Trarcemerica building in San Francisco? 
MARGE EREN 
Sah Francitea, OA 


Sometimes much higher for pertect alder 
exdmoes. (One mint Star Wars bor necentiy 
iofd foran astounding £2344 

Helimork bas done a series of thee regina 
Wolage bose ino 7506 cine version, amd Star 
Wars ond Empire bowes as onnamienrs, the fext- 
fer with a separate saa: Terms. 

Finally, ho new metal dumeciboxes are cur- 
renhyaumicble, an Attack of the Clecies 
design and a Star Wars 25th Anaivertary ver- 
Hon, Bork with generic Theres bourlet, Hard 
fo find incctores, both one avenialte amiiee fran 
wrelincbboens.cam. Alar che false 
lunchbawes have been made by Theres. 


Fou wouldn't (ust Rapes to be sitting curr 
grass of onetal Transamnenicg perms, weail- 
ing fo rush fo egy if you ger the ghee 
@nwrer, veaotd you? Aim, clidinT enak io. 
Chena! pyramids, obeliske, sheared, cruel agus 
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SCOUTING THE GALAXY 








fave been orouind far een- 
furies—long before ne TA 
LOMA Ra ri if ov dirciitect’s 
eye, Messe Migpes ane opporendy 
magular in Cel far oaoy golaxy 
fad—hut fade aren't replicas of 
Son Fromcisca lomdmark, 







loner ond sipaed ovo Povey of the 
AS cared Mei Die Btkviol eoy 
Force File mini-back et. 
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Little Value 


| recendly recemwed these ten small 






figurines from my gramdfathes, 





‘who purchased them fram a co- 

















| Have No Chip and | Must warker in the mid-1380s. They are made af ii” 
Scream metal, although the lightsshers ara Rexible, i he 

In the Jawa Trader in issue $0 isa Jek Porkims They range in height from about 3/4 of an 

figure that comes with a Commiech Chip. | inch (A2-02) ta about 1-3/4 inches 

acs i was from the Power of the Force (Chewbacca. Cn the bortom each hag “OLFL 

Serkes, because the Power of the Jedi series B2* and a six-digit mumiber. | was wondering if 

did not come with CommtTech Chips. | have you could fell me anything about them and Seen we 

locked for any information on this very elu hee euch they are worth. Heceeys ct rine, Rete 
Sve figure and can find no reference to any PAAR Wee DA a 
Jek Pockins figure with a CommTech Chip Puyallup, Wii 






anywhere | haw looked at the Carga Bay on 
stanwars.com and found nothing, Ihave even 9 Tour figures are from Mener's 1982 Star Was 
searched on efay and found nothing butthe = Micro Collection, mini-playsets with figuees and 
ROT! figure. | would really appreciate if you vehicles that are super cea, _. and were abr 
would hele nie track cover Uhe answer, fen pears before their tine. They weren't big set 
ADAM WILUARS 9 es. ano’ sions fo mae phe fine paling were kvied, 
Edinburg, WA os resuiting An some increciine aeverpradueed pro 
Nnelypet in colectan- 
Aare. There were Aa 
dices! metal figures 
relecsedt erther inthe 
Blaprets or os mail-in 







Pe rh. 

‘Tress (Theis, Secioe! =a cata a 
pels) ren rk ped el 
clavsg letra, fae el 
Po eh. 









ESE #3 

Ter ore Dee, Doe 
Sos LOAM Peseta i MC 
Cee ee og ey 






offers. There ove fods of 


uapalated ‘par metal 
Aquires thar heve long 









“ oe been on the covectors price 
ayer eee NE ERE EAE TNE Hl marker, The rarest of Por Bano Lending oaneeioe 





ay ive ed Sa, ap al 
ha bony bore Secret 
Bb Deira coed tig Pet Dae 
fon Ey Coe 


= fF aoe che oe ea 





Repo are fey fhe ne 
Geared Bets, Bust dive 









Happy ible, Adan, Sune enough, irene on more. comman Figures sch ds yours uiLeiy dell 

page 6 of daw Trader da the JinyAuguer 2000 for.craund $7 fo $5 each, dyaiceiy ot the lower 

Aaué oflnider abe photoofhs Corouiengyand = oend of thot rong, Ford comanchensve review ont 

2 nein ff fe quire wood come: weit of the Micra Callechion by Bab Amantea LE Elena 
reniovoive beimet ond ConanTech chip, end Aon Salvatore, 0iit www. toyerges.com “chet onl 
Sigavficantly, fhe figure is eictined without card imegey-—sypentnicrmicre ot the online Star Beredert ey reg Karn 

Jeb va Commfech beas oo victim of evolving Wars Collectors Archive. Wd 





idedd on the direction that she figure fine shout 
take. Hasbro fod dewolopen! a penancenenanin, 
eval Comm Tech chip weiti Trice the Speed, 

end there one carded prarityoes af ar lean eight SCOUTING THE GALARY. | Speciale ene 
Figures with fhe nee cody, All of phern ave ov at L, Potakana, CA SUSSS- Ze. 6 eae in Pena eros 
Enisoa cords excear fer owt inven) Parkins and 

Chavbacce with Deak Gare Boord fehich was 
renamed Cheri —Ceank Champion for its 
POT releniel, Heavever, tine prototype corded 
Forking figure lve seen i packed on phe 







Scouting for A ns _ oe 


Zetia! Endo fj che boca 






Finer send ian | =a 










ysl 1S 
Stach a! tet Cher eee 
ee pe. Varo eel 

u 4 * * Aha i | : Es, Uy, hamgpliet, Huerator™ bay 
Chwiaddd cord without.a obi. dn fect, bea : thet coluran, ee SCTeeothg Zahn, Sew Frucn TG 
ue Bae berth, ae ee ys een, Sed Lee 








Of ihe choage, Porkins cone out many months 






Ti 6S TAR WEES INSIDER 











Fe ae SSL 4 





Deelah: Len Hien Pond, Geta Lerma Dokods Hider; lee MiCdarid, Foro! Taos Perel Lapet, tor See fama L eck, Riles Crease pie | Dae Pacers tere | —,. — 
Erewen | prriba Jeuthens tee. eet Het Sorte] boas Wa ~ Lae Cad Ai Geel te 6 Me Cl oo Dour. Daley boreeraes. Sree Pere | Oe DL ery See, eel Be , = 
There. re en Sere oo a 2G" Annivrrnerg on Fam WAcpageerd Km. oe iii = 

of Ee Fes | 





EeuceT 

ee E ry = re ag Senko che ct —_— 
Laie Wiha eer, Corie Coane eB Cee Aer, At ol che Skee Se fom http: i nn Cplpbemrion fl Plepare. Messe o% Saarubpa of Eoisoda © Ligkmakar | | By q 
Wtety Phx. ir. The Ser gp dapat Eee, Proes Tita, Pageaiey GOO Liegeare Pombo Waren Whole the cer hoes, eo Hermie sites mba Elta, Peta al het Wad Bi 4 lee | 
aire Ganga Coreen Ding Rigetsp aie Shea. prt eee es Cocca, | Pata e Enaice- _ 





aruecie of pep Clewap DPA, eet Rees 100, Bers Bier, “veh beret el! Dewi LastsincAtia eat” ng cl ie Racore G Ge Reber re eed dee, 


vol F peuenber Ob vie ee Scie, Cpincce , Crdeuery of ree Mold AL Siler Meigs koe eet, be Gas, Wack Chek, Bab. 

Coden cf ren oe Va Pe ete oe he Clee The fr Ble ere ae, Co Pik Achodrate, lretebis Dice ot Coda Direc Caleb etl ol 

Cavlap inertia Digan Dincic, Healy Pomon bg tr: Hse, Pi Sale Series tea le, is sa A ly Maing Eira Aaa AP a 
Slnopsaray [herta | ee Gib bl He eee TT a Ee ae a eae 


oF the gat’ a- site ikem ances: = | 
7 
1 
—_——_ ee ve a Se EEE 


TO GRGEE: Mess complete Hee foo bale afd dave 2 with a check or reer order for the eect amcor (LM func ont) to 
Paied Publishing LUC, 3295 W46™ Place Se. Sete 110, Bellew, Wil, GEO? 


Visa & Master Card accepted. Visit palze.com/becklssves, email backissves@paleo-com or call (425) 229-0060, 94.m. to Se.u. (POT). 


STAR WARS INSIDER & STAR WARS GAMER BACK ISSUE ORDER FORM 


Inectikie $6.00 per copy of Star Mia inate end $1000 per copy 




















be — of Star Wis Gasser pls etdppdng anal Forailing tes. 

= Mare 3 

= SHHEPRPIRBS Fb HAMDLUA GE fete for. 

io = Shipping te... 1-4 Ti le 1-14 =H 

©  addross (net Staten #200 foo son #500 #no0 

ao Careda $7.00 eo LI een $22 EG 
Ghotaihe Poet Beraieat* oon haco $2700 $00 $4500 

WW ctytSeatey zis 

Pd = - Speirs ite | r 

Lu Phone * Email Address 

=a 

G lesue[s) you'd like to order* Anonate iesuels), inorder of proference 


OFFERS GOOD ONLY WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. SUPPLIES ARE LIMITED. ORDER NOW! 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 





| Martial gets yrs 
3 Dees Hae 


rey tt be" [ote 
Fi peed 

BT el patcher 

Which Episode fi warrior reheoes: 
partner! 


ff Guess of Gata in Dui-Gorts day 
6 Westra partal aHarmerteads 
TSE! 

Bl Acidic cutie 

Aways is poriry 

“uot use to es" (Vader: 
Lda—sea Eder 

Prat bar Saeigh” in bein 

Hightmerish rire! 

Hot “ret” in fake Misietes--spent 

fet ater wrongly fippinga cart 

Firit [rebel engineer} 

Prat for verse! orc 

Where coes Qui-Gon sty on 

tercad? 

Wonder Warman sideloch Condy 

Sithery bacth tt that's huge 

on Adega 

Public rinmenur agent: Abbe 

What do fnidor retinas wiry in? 

teen oF my good val” (Lote 
Cl faring the devi: 80 Jabba 


Fam siren Mana 
Thettsrovord 


HH HAHAH 8&2 FS eR eee 


Bf Festure of most Star Hers planets 
BS Supmicses with o submission: Abbr 
BB How did pict Antfles inowve sickosreye!? 


FA Abbreviation before “ir” in 
‘ilmmeting 


70 hen § smugger Warede uneiderl? 


Hl “This borat” (Peed Leeciar) 
TE God for CPD 

TS Hativeat an ihe maar Dreece 
TH "Use tha Force Lobe “for pew 


More sticky 

Tegant 

Prete br Kobo ba (Src 

Seagtor Derm bbs (or with B- 
Keres, fresh Prince's home] 


by Mike Selinker 


TOGETHER WE WILL 
RULE THE GALAYY.. 








Bun! 


TE STAR WARS INSIOES 








| Space-agey new wave band 

2 What che idea's uncle chy ahaa ested 
ta ker? 

J Whai does & imeemal for Forte 
cor red? 


4 

d i corpery 

Bi Mejor Fores doll. slong wth dence 
ade 

7 Architect Luceig Mies waa der 

| Sarda ke273 Wookie mates 

mt __ aiee!” (Vader, an Lia) 


& Tawa Hr eae 
EB Words ol cgay 
= __ basal 
2 Mererthel wha pleved Hogarth in 
iG) String in the heart al the nlphabet 
eer 
Regret 


a 

a 

a shring somesrhal alter E-Lewn 

A Bettie dog breed in Gard Egy 

2H Rusch novel fir Aataior 

SB ogee Squedron plot Pier 

 *_ Old oes: 

AAT Which tiller franian eect 
Yavin warree rie? 

43 Negatory eta 

4] Where ta lind loaartccon 

4B Whar the Girest Heep processes 


44) Potesdum chiionde. in cheicall teres 
198 Like Hen or dedi 
) fori 


Frenchman on Megan's fiersex 
 Morting 


154 Pordon 
1 Sf See soon 
1% bes Esaa 


__ [padreca sie} 

BD Stason 
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Reba Rumblings. continued from page 4 


That 70's Movie 


min Jam the one 


dpe and Grandma tha 


on of mew and winkscpe ier thal is slovdy 


Ta great magazine. 


Here isa pac 


ese Gays. I 


demise of the hanes of the ere. 
Sail wartne wit vou in. coving the 
Wirle green fellow a great hero. 


Boba Booster 

Jhave been a huge fan af Star 
Wars Gor mene cof ry fife. | was 
imraduced to it when | was 


young but didn't get into it 
heavy until | was prabably 12 or 
13, have been reading your 
magazine for a long time, and | 
have to say that your roaggacti ner 


LORI HOP PMAMH 
‘Grafton, IL 


fimy proud- 


wt lathe Gay 


rocks the galoyl Kerp up then 
awesome work! 

Jam se thrilled af The many 
recent bathers yaa have goiben 
from female fare sanding up for 
vty they like Star Want ane star 
ing up for all the rest of us ae 


: think Star tars is mat pust for guys. 


Lam proud to say that fare terrae 
and a hardearé fan and collector 
of Boba Fett. He has been my 
Favorite character for about 4% 
long as I've been a fan. When | 

















DEREK ERMAN 
Herth Windham, CT 


was young, |sametimes watched 
The Empire Strikes Bock just to see 
Boba, | vaans so thrilked when 
Episode ll came cut last year and 
couldn't walt to qo see Boba and 
his father, Janga! wasn't the 
romance benween Anakin and 
Padme that had ime going back to 
ee [ta second Tine, 
burt it was Chat ae 
Sore ool struggle 
between Obi-Wan 
and Jang on 
Kamina, that litle 
boy named Baba, 
and the cool 
chase through the 
asteroid fiald. | am mot ashamed 
to say that |erked my eyes cut 
vahen Jange got killed, ard my 
heaet totally went cut for poe lite 
tt Boba. Man Boke ip een mane 





speeclal tie ee after thie 
events of Epleode lf. So ma, 
we girl fans of Star Mars don't 
Go for the romantic part of the 
Shory (ven Tough ifs nice ie 
the cool characters and rough 
and bough achion ere hone! Cir at 
heat U cho, 

labsolutely layed the picture 
of Jango and the young Boba on 
the wery last page of issue 3. It 
was too adorable! I'd like ba see 
more end pictures like it! | abe 
think it wauld be « nice treat for 
all of us Fett fans if you could 
devote ame of your magazine 
insist just Baba and Jenga! 
Ploase? And maybe include a 
Special card of Boba free the 
original trilogy. 
MELISSA LYLE 
Hopkinsville, EY 


Recerely, We've seer oO sLvape in 
Fert foreclarts, oe cue ce fee 
fram Terry Awghatencs leer... 


A Simple Question 
lFanyone reads this and doesn't 
hawe a subscription, | have a ques- 
tlore Whey? Foe a long time D 
bought the magazine at the 
bookstore, bot rear | hae a sube 
scription, and lore it. Bathe 
Tancas bs qpeeat! | fuse wat you to 
brigve that | love your magazine, 
and you are daing 2 grear pb. 
The only probiern | have is phe 
Chi-Wan jokes, | mean, after all, it 
he's important e1ough 16 be in all 
sin mowies surely he desennes 
some respect. f knee if Soureds like 
Ives paid todo this burt | waa. 
lim just asimele man trying to 
make may way in the universe. 

TERRY HUGHSTON 

Centre, AL 

PS. Whiy doen't wie 
see a special aleout 
Jaenga Fee? 


AJongo, Boba, or 
even o Pett-fomily ze 
issue soured. like o 
fenife ideo Consider it at fhe fap 
of ow request Het and took for the 
neal: sernetinns net year. 
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It Might Lead to 
Dancing 


Denjoyed the Suify the Vampire 


qo ta the Bronze together and 

see a coum) dressed like Luke 

and Lela dancing together. ..a 

litle te 

“De they 

and sister?” 
EDDWE HARGREAVES 

Stockton, C4, 


ely, Wile say, 
they're brather 


quate | think should have gare 


ist Wweas fi 


Who Reads Star VVars Insider? 


Oe Aor 19 and 20, 9 few familie: feces eer: soothed behind thee puspes of 


ak thas brig! Gaarbentstar Toy 


Photos courbesy 6! inp ialquaer tema com. 


— Husty Goffe 
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air fereteibe re 


and Prop Shei in Grete, Month Carola 


| A 
| 
Jeremy Bulloch —-=>- ve, ; 
MA ‘ ~ oar al 
1 ~ \ 


inten at the Smithsonian's 
National Museum of American 
History. Every work, they would 
“ho clilhererit 

and goon. Well, one 
Clay. they book ws into the bowels 
of the WALAH. Ina lange 
the basement of the r " 
C-3PO Rirdell—actually, hie 

bidlume Here 

7 Buthy since that anti: isa picture of 
{ony we con get on interview it. tled toa 


with the staffof The West Ying. 


Bad Droid! 


Several years ago (before the 
“Magic of Myth™ Exhibit, | was. am 


Michael Sheard 





















some hots wien his glows 


Thea hit every boty milgnt enjoy 


Jedi Rocks 
this look at Srar oars hignory, ‘4 f jue asian i 
MICHAEL DAWES: 


Ellington, CT 









cany bell you how happy | ans to Finally se Retin oF ihe el get 


er what he did fod The fos ec ID nese nales, Os GT Tine Soreeore cheered this 


gon of Peqiment. [Fseems: kind af waonrdesful chapber ageing the naysayers, Anyone who watches 


harsh, nowgh we wouldn't hove Lhe funeral scene at the end of the mode and does mot nscognize 


patel a| 






Been surprinsd to see some tape mite the aga Epi 


over his mouth, Mors fan. 

CODELL RODRIGUES 
A Strang Influence Carbondale, IL 
lawould Nhe te commend Harin 
on his mageificant (ahthough a lalways hold a special place in my heart for 
Pech, and action: packed film of the Star Wars 


a 





said bat hopetul Inrange of Luke 
Mike Edmonds ce © burning funeral pyre at the end of 
Pe fighters streaking across the sly choot 
; 

: = 
\ 
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vkhe Bil 





RYAN POMENVILLE 
Hucsan, 1 
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(— \Aaron Allston 
tad dark) use of the simplest af 
Jedi powers [2 described in 
P "Rebel Aumblings” in issue 67}. 
After reading of his exploits, | 
deck 
experiance. 


ed te subrit my similar 


Ansumrs to page 76 puczl 


Move Over 


One night, borpt qubethy 
‘ inte: rey rether's roam try 
| img te find a G0, 
coesshul, | none bo 


up. Uae to Fly casual” 
walk avrayr, Gaul he 23a ips 


and said, “What are you d 


Birsoyairegy thea the 


tion, there is peace. | botdly 


walked ower, made 4 srl, prac- 






















Ls EARS 
eshure, ard said, 

G neahing, re eat 
here, | was never here. Go back 
ba sleep,” Wah no comment 

oever, he promptly fell 
ba sleep. 
The next: day when | men- 
toned it him, he looked at me 
blankhy and told me that he had 


slept all might bang. Hokey reli 
gion, my midischloriams! 
ANDREW RICHARDSON 


Heveten, TX 


Renamer fo use your powerE cniy 
a, Andrew, Att 


A AGT NE Bd) eae 


fice the revenge of d Jeol, 


Folded, Spindled, 
and Mutilated 
Mig fedigferd are all in terntle 
(hope. Tals beta! 2s doom ae 
| pet them i become a child 
agen. | thoroughly enjoy my 
new magazine; | take it with me 
in my backpack | keep it by my 
Bedside: | read litth: bits at a time 
and make it lest. Let's face it This 
magacines makes us all fel like 
we did whan we sere siting an 
our beds dosing magne im our 
Retunn of the Jed acthiry boas, 
To nee, that’s what Stor Fees 
fs all abeniit, 
TOGO Davis 
Edwardsburg Ml 


Awe phucks, Tadd. Tone 
fustoeversed the effect of our 
feeling old after a ew recent 
Jetters fron readers paumger than 
Quit et 


crayan, 


AAS puss ae 


S740 Walks IN SIDES 


rg 


Answers to Your star Wars Questions 


Eo y what yeas isthe setting for Star Wars movies? | kmew it's 
aie a | ee age,” * but what yar at 







ti monies, ari aber Wall eh n never be, That farmcius eerie 
Has supposed to infor audiences that the following teo- 

Y Bina change ane Sune escapist fantasy, and the rules and 

vs SPreconceptions af the dreary real world do not apply. Asking how 
loeig “along lime ago” is akin to asking “once upon wear time? at 
eerie Sart ol a faary babe. r 


a 






Which Grand Admiral was in the confer- 
/) ence room with Darth Vader and Grand 

Moff Tarkin on the first Death Star In 
Gee iv? 

© Despite what looks fike a white unifonn, that severe-locking silver 
haired 1 Man wat not aGrand Adiraral, Ata convention, beveling 
=a land crearsr of the first Grand Adenira Tinea Zahn once 

that he hopsad to see that Iniperial enhanced with digitally 

. Meee Spa liettes in a hoped-for Special Edition, As revealed 
theft Star Marg uishmrize bie a er that guy was Colonel 
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it De 






on 
. 


| 
| 





itera 



























In The Enpire Strimes Bock, what ls that thing that swallows up 
A2-D2 on Bagebah? 


That drokd-quiping heeror was.a drag- 
onenaoe, a lange conmiverous predates 
that burks beneath the muddy waters 
of Dagobah, Because of ts tendency 
To Shay meth submerged, 2 i often 
mistaken for a swap slug. Cnly the oily, black hide of its knobby- 
splined back was visible in the filmi because that was the extent 
of the creature's fabrication. Without the rest of its impressive 
form Ibullt, the practical riodal wed on set resembled a big 
bloated mech, ho was controlled by undenater divers during the 
S000t, and was sineply referred to as the “swamp creature” 





In The Exsential Guide to Allen Species, it says that space slugs 
are usually only 10 meters long. Why is the one the Millenun 
Falcan flies down so bigt 





Ro one Anca’. The slug the Falcon encounters ls supposed to be a 


wander. Ets inexplicable offthe-charts size was mean to evoke 
salty tales of unimaginabhy huge sharks, whales. or other fishes lurk 
ing off the edge of the map in seafaring days, Space sivas ordinar- 
iy split by mitosis when ghey reach their upper sine. Oecasiorally, 
through freak mutation, they don't aed jist 
nor growing. The Expanded Universe has 
played up the rarity of truly colossal ehugs. The 
One thet Fav ereccunters if estimated to be 
over S00 meters lervg. 


Why didnt Viceroy Gunray use super battle 
drdids while taking over Mabou? 

That garictulér line of Bsktoid combat 
automata had not been developed at the time. 
In fact, the super battle droids were a bit of a 
secret—according to Republic law, the Trade 
Federation was supposed bo phase out their 
droid army after the debacle at Naboo. 
Instead, they secretly commissioned the 
Techie Union te churn out even better robotic 
soldiers. for thelr foul-yet-profitable schemes, 





According to the Eeiiode f Visual Dictionary, Darth Maul is one 
of the most dangerous Sith in history (and judging from the 
movie they're right), Obi-Wan Kennels defeated him. How 
coe Obi-Wan couldn't chefeat Count Dooku? 

Aline risk of getting a dew of Maubloving mail, the short answer Is 
that Count Dooku is more shallful than Maul. Think of Maul as a 
Gulkiiog of a Jedi-killer. he attacks at full speed, full tilt, holding 
nathing back. That approach has its merits, bur it docsn't always 
apo. Dooku was much more restrained and sophisticated, and he 
had amuch beter 
onsp of Jedi tech- 
Paqizes and tactics, 

| Raul ead an ipres- 
sive Murry of fury, 
barely giving his apao- 
net line ta think. 
Dooku. on the other 
hand, countered 
Renoir’ miowes almost effortlessly because he kmew precisely 
where to block. This left Dooku with the energy to deliver the sur 
prise bows when his opponent dropped his guard. 


Keen 


Kean 


purchased an Episode il sneak preview R3-T? figure, | 
never saw the droid Im the movle Was he there? Or did 
I just not pay enough attention to detail? 

Aa-T? definitely falls inte the category of “blink aed you'll 
miss him.” I'm sung Hasheo's decishen te include hig dread 
in the Episode I ling was more to finally produce 4 clear- 
domed F2-unit than a reflection of A3-T?'s signifigance. 
The yellow-trinimed dreid is part of the Coruscant foot 
traffic, and it can barely be seen among the pedestrians 
walking cutsite (he Qutlaider Club. Check out the shat 

) where Anakin and Ob-VWan drag a wounded Z 
| back alley, He's in that background crowd somewhere. 


eek ina tht 






IP you wanit an ever beter look at the droid, 
Pp in Gee we of the Episode ll DVD, and 
fariqabe to the “Web Documentaries.” Part 
5. °A Twinkle Beyond Pluto," is all about the 
eras who help fil out the crowd scrmes iin 
the fim, and Aa-T? appears several times in 
the short. F-T? was on set during the 
scenes set on Dex's Direer, but he vias st 
outsidie the door. When IUM added Im the 
background cocteriors, the digital artists 
ended up renmicing the little droid, 





in Episode |, Obi-Wan sent the mestage to Anakin on 
Tatecine to metransmit to the Jedi on Coruscant. Obi-Wan ssid 
that Coruscant was too far from Geonosis to send a message. 


Since Tatooine was only a parsec away, why would Anakin be 
able to retransmit to Coruscant? 

Yaure fargetting a vital plese of information, OblVfan adbeo sald 
his langerange tarimiter was knocbed out, thanks to the barrage 
of laser fire his Aedi stariighter sustained fron Slave £ To be techil- 
cal abou such matters, starships generally haye neo primary 
means of Communication, 4 subspace radia allows for real-sine 
Trariemisseon tip to a ithe mere than a hiandred 
light years. A HoloMet rarndcercer allow 3 starhip 
bo patch into the qalaxy-wide, faster-than-leght 








communications network, allowing instantaneous 
comimunication anevhere in the Republic. Since 
that particular transmitter was damaged an the 
starfighter, Kenobi had to relay his message 
through Padmeé's starship, which was able to uplink 
to ther Holton |uest Fine. 


I just got my Star Wars galaxy map, and | was impressed and 
all, but I couldn't help notice that it did not complete the iter 
Wars galaxy, | searched for the twe planers Kejim and Artus 
Prim@. 16 this an cuidated mapt Are videorame planets not 
considered part of the galaxy? What's up? 

Pour Shar Aird carlogeaphers attempted to fit oifthe known plan- 


3205 FG" Place SE, Suite Lh, Believe, WA, 
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et in the galaxy onboa paster-sied mag, their eyes and yours 
would be shriveled up prumes from trying to read ther fine pring. 
Hat every planet can fit on the map. The article thay accompanied 
that map in issun #45, “Making the Map” does Touch upon here 
certain planets made the cutand what the map actually repre- 
sents. There are a fow video game hocales ineluded—faxurs Prime 
and Rorl, for emample, 


| sont an email te you about a month age about a Star Wore 
question. | was wondering how long it usually takes to publish 
a question because fim dying to find out the answer. 
We aporeciate everyone's interest in the oolumn and 
encourage mone qnest questions, but thene are some 
things to keep in mind. The nature of publishing means 
there's ahvays 2 lag between the time you send in a quas- 
| tion, the answer is written, and the magazine is pub- 
lished. In that tine, with each issue, come more questions 
thar end up inthe queie, Often, bry the time a racer has 
) sent ie a question, it has already been anseered and i 
7 awaiting publication, There are also many duplicate ques- 
S) tiers that get discarded, Finally, there are some questions 
Thar just can't be answered, because the information 
Chena) exist. of the information is Rar boo juicy to spill just 
| vel— he duro of Epitode Ul are best delivered on the 
big screen, not ina G&A column. 


Mara Jade and Luke Skywalker were married seven years 
before the Yuuzhan Vong invasion, so why len‘t fara men: 
tioned in the Young Jedi Knights and Junior Jedi Knights sariaa? 
That was done to sawe ther surprise for the books im which Lule 
and Mara finally deckhe to the the arot, narmely the Hand of 
Thimwn diuchogy by Tinchy Zahn. Yihen thee Youre Jedi Knights 
neavels Were written, authors Kevin J, Anderson and Rebecca 
Maeda, a5 well ad The editors at Lucashooks, knew that Mara and 
Luke were destined for each other, but the publishing pins 

gram back then wad all over the timeline. ath 
Unie The New bedi Order novels cublincey, 

books back then would not always pollo 
sequentially in the timelines Tals ied allow 
for more varied settings butalio resulted 
fi some hiccups, the mariage of rlara and 
lake being 2 partect exanple. 

. The Youre] Jedi Knights berks clidin't stat 
i a COM Gt weil 1995. The Hard of Thre 
=| books, which peeceded them, started in 1997. 

ae Since their storylines were not directly con- 
reethed, want reall 4 problem, but oo one mentions Luke and 
Marca's mariage In fact, Mara seems to be 
nunning a lot of off-erorld errands to keep 
from revealing that development. You'll 
nate that there's nothing in the Young Jedi 
Knights novels that spectically contradicts 
the mation that they're marrigd: it’s just 
that no ane thinks to being It up, 

Ag another mone, Heir actual marriage 
Ceremony was] depicted until phe corr 
series Liman which started in 1999, Wid 
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